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Wheelchair accessible 
playground built in 

Mendota Heights
Jake Spitzack

Staff Writer

More than 150 volunteers gath-
ered at Somerset Heights 

Elementary in late July and early 
August to help build a playground 
for children of all abilities. It was 
supposed to be built next year after 
extensive fundraising efforts but ev-
erything changed in April when an 
anonymous donor dubbed the “fairy 
godmother” pledged $200,000 to 
make it a reality this summer. 

The new playground is designed 
to be welcoming to kids with a 
broad range of physical, psychologi-
cal, developmental and intellectual 
abilities. It’s set on a rubberized base 
rather than wood chips as is com-
monly found at other playgrounds. 
It features multiple wheelchair ac-
cessible ramps, an accessible swing, 
in-ground merry-go-round, a slide 
with a wheelchair transfer station, 
sensory stations, and a “communi-
cation board” with visuals that help 
less- or non-verbal children indicate 
what they want to do.

The call to replace the previous 
20-year-old playground came early 
this year from a group of parents at 
the school who have children with 
conditions that affect their mobil-
ity. The school quickly got on board 
with the idea and allowed its students 
to vote on two playground designs. 
Donations and fundraising efforts 
kicked off shortly after. To chip away 
at the $300,000 price tag, students 

Cherokee Dental 
rebrands, relocates
Expands MedSpa services

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

In late August, Cherokee Dental 
& MedSpa rebranded to Beyond  

Smiles DentaSpa and moved from 
its longtime home on Annapolis 
Street to a newly renovated office 
about five minutes away at 34 Mo-
reland Ave. E., West St. Paul. The 
new space is more than twice the 
size and will allow the business to 
offer more medical spa treatments, 
first offered in 2019.

“We had just one [private Med-
Spa] treatment room at our old lo-
cation and now we’ve expanded to 
five,” said Beyond Smiles owner Dr. 
Joshua Vang, DDS. “I thought about 
doing it [rebranding] so many times, 
but Cherokee was such a household 
name that I did not want to move 
away from that. At this juncture in 
my career and in the office, we’ve 
grown so much that I think it was a 
perfect time to do it…. We’re doing 
something that’s totally different than 
what most dental offices are known 
for.”

A plethora of MedSpa treatments 
are available at Beyond Smiles includ-
ing body contouring, skin tighten-
ing, scar tissue breakdown, laser hair 
removal, kinetic face lifts, Botox in-
jections and wart removal. Last year, 
the clinic got a state-of-the-art ma-
chine that can do injections without 
the use of needles. Among its uses are 
injecting platelet-rich fibrin into the 
scalp to help stimulate hair follicles to 

Fall Home Improvement
Page 11

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

Dakota Squares, a nonprofit square 
dance club, has been forced to move 

its do-si-do-ing from West St. Paul to the 
West Side. For many years, the Club held its 
dances at Faith United Methodist Church 
in West St. Paul but had to move about a 
month ago after the church was sold to M/I 
Homes, which plans to demolish the build-
ing and create townhomes there. It now 
hosts its dances at The Recovery Church, 
253 State St.

Now in its fifth year, Dakota Squares also 
offers free beginner square dancing lessons 
on select Mondays at Wentworth Library, 
199 Wentworth Ave. E. in West St. Paul. 
The lessons usually draw about 20 people 
of varying experience levels, and it typically 

takes about four months for newcomers to 
learn all the terminology and the 68 moves 
of modern square dancing. Upon comple-
tion, they can join any square dance club and 
attend virtually any square dance event. The 
next lesson is 6:15-7:45 p.m., September 9.

“Square dancing is a lot of ‘Vitamin F,’ 
which is fun, fitness and fellowship,” said 
Dakota Squares vice president John Cook, 
who noted that each dance includes a pot-
luck. “No matter where you go square danc-
ing, the people are very friendly and more 
than willing to help new people learn…. We 
have people coming [for beginner lessons] 
from Hugo, White Bear, Mound, Blooming-
ton, you name it. Same with our member-
ship, we have them from all over.”

Square dancing keeps you on your toes 

Displaced square dance club finds 
new home on the West Side

Submitted photo

Members of Dakota Squares attend dances throughout the Twin Cities 
and the club hosts its own dances at The Recovery Church, 253 State St.

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

A new program dedicated 
to halting the terrible 

trend of young adults dy-
ing from overdoses of illegal 
fentanyl is in the works for 
West St. Paul and South St. 
Paul. The cities are among 
the hardest hit by the fen-
tanyl crisis in Dakota 
County. 

The cities have partnered 
with Gateway Recovery 
Services to apply for two 

grants to kickstart a Com-
munity Opioid Response 
and Education program, 
which would be housed at 
the South Metro Fire De-
partment. The grants would 
cover costs for a community 
EMT, certified peer recov-
ery specialist, and a licensed 
drug and alcohol counselor. 
The staff would work with 
at-risk individuals and likely 
join first responders on cases 
involving drug overdoses. 

The cities expect to hear 
by the end of October 

whether they will receive the 
$1.3 million federal grant 
or the $700,000 state grant; 
they only need one to come 
through to launch the pro-
gram. This is the second year 
the cities have applied for 
grants to start the program. 
They were denied funding 
last year and if they’re turned 
down again this year, they 
will explore using funds re-
cently received from Dakota 
County to launch a smaller 
scale pilot program.

According to the Minne-

sota Department of Health, 
fentanyl, a synthetic opioid 
50 times more potent than 
heroin, is involved in 92% of 
all opioid-involved deaths. 
Health officials say 6 out 
of 10 pills contain a lethal 
dose. Likewise, many other 
drugs are now being laced 
with fentanyl to make them 
more addicting and cheaper 
to produce and therefore 
Fentanyl is involved in 
62% of all overdose deaths 
in Minnesota, according to 
2022 data. West St. Paul 

and South St. Paul, have had 
1,037 overdose incidents 
since 2020; 60% of them in 
ages 40 and under. 

The State of Minnesota 
received more than $300 
million in a settlement pay-
out early this year as part of 
several multi-state lawsuits 
against opioid manufactur-
ers and distributors – total 
settlement amount to all 
states combined exceeded 
$46 billion. Every county in 
the state is getting a portion 
of that funding, which will 

be doled out annually over 
the next 18 years to combat 
the crisis. Cities with popu-
lations over 30,000 will 
receive additional funds. 
While South St. Paul and 
West St. Paul are among the 
most impacted by opioid 
overdoses, their populations 
were too small to warrant 
direct funding. However, 
Dakota County already 
received its 2024 por-
tion – $2.42 million – and  

WSP and Dakota County join forces to fight fentanyl crisis

Find expanded local
news coverage at

stpaulpublishing.com
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A lethal dose of fentanyl

Drug task force
from page 1
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30 mg counterfeit fentanyl

allocated $195,000 com-
bined to the cities of South 
St. Paul, West St. Paul, Men-
dota Heights, Farmington, 
Rosemount and Hastings 
to be used over the next two 
years. Based on the severity 
of the issue in each city, West 
St. Paul received $35,926, 
Mendota Heights $15,451, 
and South St. Paul $66,858.

One of the problems in 
dealing with the opioid cri-
sis, according to West St. 
Paul City Manager Nate 
Burkett, is that the county 
and state systems are hard to 
navigate. In addition, people 
who need help are reluctant 
to reach out for fear of be-

ing arrested or having child 
protection services step in. 

“What we are trying to do 
is…remove barriers and im-
prove the odds that a person 
with opioid use disorder can 
recover and reach their high-
est possible level of wellness,” 
Burkett said.

According to South St. 
Paul City Administrator 
Ryan Garcia, the city is cur-
rently combating the opioid 
crisis by enforcing controlled 
substance laws, as well as 
through public education 
about the drug’s potentially 
fatal effects. 

“Our embedded team 
of a Dakota County Social 

Worker and South St. Paul 
Police Officer currently fol-
low up on all non-fatal over-
doses and provide education 
and resources in an effort to 

break the cycle of use and 
overdose,” Garcia said.

Dakota County will use 
the remainder of this year’s 
allocation to create a strate-

gic plan to combat the opi-
oid crisis. It will focus on 
prevention, treatment and 
recovery, harm reduction, 
and criminal legal enforce-
ment, and is expected to be 
complete by spring 2025. 
This fall, the county will also 
accept requests for $390,000 
in community-designated 
funds. To date, it has used 
settlement funding to hire 
an opioid response coor-
dinator, expand opioid use 
disorder services in its jail 
treatment program and add 
Naloxone pick-up points at 
public health offices, librar-
ies and schools. Naloxone is 
a medication that can reverse 
an opioid overdose if admin-
istered in time. The settle-
ment fund has also paid for 
a contract with Steve Rumler 
Hope Network to provide 
Naloxone training across 
the county. 

Dakota County also op-
erates a drug task force, a 
cooperative effort among 
all county law enforcement 
agencies focusing on halting 
the sale, distribution and use 
of narcotics, and investigat-
ing gang  and violent of-
fender crimes. The Dakota 
County Sheriff’s Office has 
three investigators assigned 
to it and they work closely 
with an investigator with the 
Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration. Those found in pos-
session of fentanyl are sub-
ject to be arrested, jailed, and 
charged for possession of a 

schedule II controlled sub-
stance. Those found selling 
it are subject to the same 
punishments and also may 
be held accountable if their 
sale of the drug resulted in 
the death of another person.

Dakota County has sev-
eral major thoroughfares 
connecting large cities so 
it’s not surprising to law en-
forcement officials that ille-
gal drugs come through. In 
late 2023, local law enforce-
ment in Dakota, Ramsey 
and Washington counties 
launched a joint investiga-
tion that led to the biggest 
drug bust in Minnesota’s 
history according to federal 
investigators: 280,000 pills 
with a total street value of 
about $2.2 million were 
confiscated. The Arizona-
based trafficking operation 
that was mailing the drug 
here in toy stuffed animals 
was broken up. 

According to the task 
force, overdoses are up since 
February in Dakota County 
and show an increased pres-
ence of fentanyl in the drug 
supply, specifically in pow-
der cocaine. 

Recovery is possible
According to the U. S. 

Centers for Disease Control, 
fentanyl claimed the lives of 
an estimated 74,702 Ameri-
cans in 2023. In Minnesota, 
opioid-involved overdose 
deaths increased 43% from 
2020 to 2022. 

The number of medically 
prescribed opioids, however, 
has been decreasing since 
2017, down 30% between 
2017 and 2022 alone. Many 
people who abuse the drugs 
began using them first in 
prescription form.

Anyone experiencing 
opioid addiction is strongly 
urged to get help. Recov-
ery resources can be found 
by visiting fasttrackermn.
org. Additionally, fentanyl 
test strips and Naloxone are 
available over the counter.  
For immediate mental health 
and emotional support, call 
988, or text “MN” to the cri-
sis text line at 741741. For 
emergencies, call 911.

Call 651.450.7273 
750 Main St. Ste 217, Mendota Heights

$500 Off 
Full Treatment

www.minnesotaorthodontics.com

Crazy Days Sale        14th Annual

Mendota Heights

Highway 62 & Dodd Road 

Mendota Heights
Dining | Retail | Health | Services

651-209-7701 
www.tommy-chicagos.com

Pizza Lunch Buffet & Pizza by 
the Slice Mon-Fri: 11:30-2:00

Half off repairs or 
2 Free Packs 
of Batteries

New customers only. Code PSP0624. Exp. 10/15/24.

651-273-0270
americasbesthearing.com 651-436-7196  •  zesdiner.com

$5 Off
Any purchase of $25 or more
Valid with coupon Mon.-Fri. at Mendota Heights 

location. Not valid with other offers. Exp. 9/30/24.

651-905-1168
embellirgems.com

September 6-7

Crazy Days 
Clearance Table
20-70% off!

Fri. & Sat.
Sept.  6-7

Live Music 
6 pm Wed., Sept. 4

Teddy Bear Band & The Resistors

Clearance Items & 
Great Savings!

Volunteer 
In Your

Community
Lutheran Social Service of 
MN is seeks volunteers 
age 55 or over in your 
area to provide compan- 
ionship to older adults or 
mentor school-age 
children. Volunteers 
commit to regular weekly 
hours for a  tax-free 
stipend and mileage 
reimbursement. Contact 
us at 888.205.3770, or 
AmericorpsSeniors@ 
lssmn.org for more infor-
mation and to make an 
impact in your 
community.
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mentally as much as it does 
physically. “Callers” instruct 
dancers which maneuvers to 
perform on the fly, and it’s 
not uncommon for people 
to rack up 4,000-5,000 steps 
at a dance. 

A “square” consists of 
eight dancers – four groups 
of two – and music can be 
classical, country, pop or 
anything else. Two songs are 
considered a “tip,” and many 
Dakota Squares events fea-

ture line dancing lessons be-
tween tips. People of all ages 
are welcome to participate.

“We have different themes 
for every dance and a lot of 
times we have different call-
ers, too,” said club treasurer 
Rose Cook. “Some people 
follow different callers, so 
you get a fluctuation of who 
shows up at each dance.” 
Various callers prefer dif-
ferent genres of music and 
speeds of dancing, but most 

read the experience level of 
the people on the dance floor 
and adjust accordingly.

The August dance, which 
honored Veterans, celebrated 
the club’s fifth anniversary. 
The September dance will 
be held 3-5:30 p.m., Sep-
tember 22, and the theme is 
“School Starting.” Cost is $8 
and the caller will be Monte 
Guenzler. Upcoming themes 
include Autumn Fest, Giv-
ing Thanks, Holiday Dazzle 
and American Heart. New 
socks and underwear will be 
collected at the November 
dance and donated to The 

Drawer, an Eagan-based or-
ganization.

Dakota Squares has re-
cently seen a surge in mem-
bership. The club added 11 
members in the past year, 
bringing the total to 43, 
which surpasses pre-COVID 
numbers. The youngest is 14 
and the oldest 93. Members 
pay a combined $19.50 
in annual dues to the club 
and its parent organization 
Square Dance Minnesota, 
which oversees about 25 
square dancing clubs. The 
club was founded in August 
2019 by former members 

of Dakota Grand Squares, a 
different square dance club 
based in West St. Paul. They 
chose to break away and 
form a new group to become 
a nonprofit. As such, they’re 
able to accept donations for 
various causes and offer be-
ginner lessons for free.

“Both clubs continue 
to dance and enjoy square 
dancing, and we both pro-
mote it,” said John Cook. 
“Some of their club mem-
bers come to our dances. 
Some of our club members 
go to their dances…. A lot of  
 

people are members of more 
than one club.”

John and Rose Cook are 
among the founding mem-
bers of Dakota Squares, 
and they help schedule per-
formances throughout the 
year at nursing homes, fairs, 
parades and other events to 
help promote square danc-
ing. Coming up August 
30-September 2 they will 
dance at the Western Min-
nesota Steam Thrashing 
Reunion in Rollag, Minn. 
For more information, visit  
dakotasquares.com.

Dakota Squares
from page 1

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

St. Paul Public 
Schools

Superintendent search - 
In early July, St. Paul Pub-
lic Schools hired executive 
search firm BWP & Asso-
ciates to assist in hiring its 
next superintendent. Joe 
Gothard, who served as su-
perintendent for seven years, 
resigned in May to become 
superintendent for Madi-
son Metropolitan School 

District in Wisconsin. John 
Thein is the interim super-
intendent. 

New Karen programs - 
A new educational program 
about Karen culture and 
language will be offered to 
kindergarteners at Wellstone 
Elementary this fall. The 
plan is to expand it to more 
grades in the future. Also 
starting this year are Karen 
language classes at the dis-
trict’s middle schools.

Leadership changes - 
Gina Hass is the new princi-

pal of Cherokee Heights Ele-
mentary. She succeeds Heidi 
Koury. Tony Chlebecek has 
been named principal at 
Harding High School. He 
has been interim principal 
since last year and previously 
served as assistant principal 
at Harding from 2013-2018. 
He succeeds Be Vang. 

St. Croix Lutheran 
Academy

Portions of the capital 
improvement project that 
kicked off last year are ex-

pected to be completed this 
year and the rest in 2025. 
The school is getting a new 
boiler, stadium track, gym 
sound system, outdoor 
scoreboard, drama depart-
ment remodeling, Chrome-
books, computers and more.

St. Thomas Academy
New aquatic facility - In 

partnership with Visita-
tion School and The Opus 
Group, STA broke ground 
this spring on a $12 million 
aquatic center on the St. 
Thomas Academy campus. 
The STA/VIS Michel Family 
Aquatic Center will be home 

to the swim and dive teams 
for both schools, which col-
lectively have 43 state swim 
and dive championships. 
The center will feature a 25-
yard pool with eight lanes, a 
diving board, bleacher seat-
ing for 350 and new locker 
rooms. Construction is slat-
ed to conclude in summer 
2025.

Leadership changes - 
Retired U.S. Marine Corps 
Cpt. Nick Honan has been 
named commandant of ca-
dets, which oversees lead-
ership training for cadets. 
He served as interim com-
mandant last year. Marwan 

Maalouf has been hired as 
director of admissions. 

New policy - STA has 
implemented a new policy 
banning cell phones in class-
rooms.

Back to school updates

50 East Crusader (next to Cub Foods) West St. Paul
651-455-6669

GARDEN CENTER.COM

SEPTEMBER SALE!

SOUTHVIEW'S

Shop early for best selection 
and deepest discounts

Perennials, Shrubs, Evergreens & Trees

Closed Labor Day. Excludes mums, B&B evergreens, B&B trees, clearance plants 
and plants to be installed by Southview Garden Center. We will not hold plants.

Exciting Selection | Locally Grown |  Easy to Shop 

40% OFF 
August 30-September 15

1525 Livingston Ave.
West St. Paul

651-455-5264
www.backinbalancemn.com

Back Pain | Neck Pain  | Headaches 
Shoulder Pain  | Tennis Elbow

Shin Splints |  Sciatica | Plantar Fasciitis
Knee Problems | Much More

Dr. Scott A. Mooring
Owner & Clinic Director

Dr. Debby Jerikovsky

Call today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION

Best Chiropractors 
Award 2014-2019

Our team is on YOUR team!
Let the Back in Balance team help 

get you back on track to better 
health.  We use the most advanced 
techniques to diagnose and treat a 

wide variety of  injuries and ailments. 

Call
651-248-7274

Vintage
Records, 

Turntables 
& Stereo 

Equipment

WANTED
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promote hair growth. It also 
has a special machine that is 
used for skin tightening, red 
light treatment, skin hydra-
tion, and skin and muscle 
toning.

The dental side of the op-
eration has expanded as well, 
increasing from five rooms 
to eight, including one surgi-
cal suite. Vang employs two 
other full-time dentists, and 
since 2019 the clinic has 
used laser technology rather 
than needles for numbing 
and other procedures. In ad-
dition to general dentistry, 
a few other services offered 
include same-day crowns, 
full mouth reconstruction, 
bridgework and porcelain 
veneers.

Cherokee Dental was 
founded in the early 1980s 
and Vang assumed owner-
ship in 2008. Early in his 
career he worked for five 
years as an adjunct assistant 
professor at the University of 
Minnesota School of Den-
tistry and is now dipping 
his toes back into teach-
ing. His new space features 
a room where he can host 
workshops to certify more 
of his staff and other health 
care practitioners in various 
MedSpa treatments.

For two years, Vang ex-
plored how to expand the 
former Cherokee Dental 
building or create an ad-
equate space next door, 
but city zoning codes made 

those options unfeasible. He 
ultimately found the new 
office in July 2023 and im-
mediately began a complete 
internal reconstruction and 
cosmetic overhaul. The space 
now boasts a luxury spa at-
mosphere, with MedSpa 
work taking place on the first 
floor and dental on the sec-
ond. All patient chairs have 
a massaging feature as well as 
warming devices embedded 
in them.

“West St. Paul really is the 
heart and soul of our office, 
and I didn’t want to leave,” 
said Vang. “There are fami-
lies that we’ve been seeing for 
decades. I’m coming up on 
my 20th year of treating as 
a dentist.

 “The highlight of the 
office is the team that I’ve 
got here,” said Vang, who  
 

employs 16 hygienists, as-
sistants and other staff. “My 
parents are part of my front 
desk team, as well as my wife 
who helps me spearhead a 
lot of the behind-the-scenes 
things…. I wanted to keep it  
 

that way, family-owned and 
run, and making sure that 
when folks come through, 
they don’t feel like a dollar 
sign. They’re part of a family 
that comes through and I’ve 
always stuck with that.”

Currently, dental work 
has a waitlist of six to nine 
months but there’s avail-
ability for the MedSpa 
treatments. For more infor-
mation, call 651-457-6231 
or visit cherokeedental.net.

Beyond Smiles
from page 1

Tim Spitzack
Editor

The Dance Center, a fix-
ture in West St. Paul for 

59 years, is no longer oper-
ating as a studio for aspiring 
dancers ages 2 and older. It 
held its last recital in early 

June and stopped offering 
group classes and perfor-
mances in July. However, 
the lights are still on in their 
space at 2026 S. Robert St. 
Owner Jennifer Haider and 
her mother Corrine Martin, 
who founded the company, 
still use the space to teach 

private lessons, master 
classes and for choreogra-
phy work they do with the-
ater companies throughout 
Minnesota. 

The mother-daughter duo 
has worked together for 30 
years. Jennifer was classi-
cally trained in ballet from 

age 5 to 17, and after high 
school earned a degree in 
social work at the College 
of St. Benedict. She quickly 
discovered that her true pas-
sion was teaching dance and 
in 1994 joined her mother 
at the studio to teach ballet, 
jazz and other dance forms.

Martin, a native of West 
St. Paul and graduate of 
Two Rivers High School 
(then Henry Sibley), started 

the company in 1965 at age 
19 in an addition her father 
built on his appliance store, 
Mike Thomas TV and Ap-
pliance, 925 S. Robert St. In 
1988 she moved to the Dod-
dway Shopping Center and 
ran it there until she built 
her own studio in 1996 at 
1049 Dodd Rd., not far 
from the Doddway Center. 
Jennifer assumed control of 
the company in 2020, when 
Martin had serious health is-
sues. Today, she proudly re-
ports she is five years cancer-
free. In the spring of 2020, 
they sold their building and 
moved to their current space 
on Robert Street, across the 
street from Cub Foods. 

Martin, 79, is still active 
as ever and before the stu-
dio closed was teaching four 
days a week. She continues 

to teach private lessons and 
helps Jennifer choreograph a 
few shows each year. 

“This has been a reward-
ing business and a reward-
ing career,” said Martin. “I’ve 
worked with so many great 
people. And I’ve taught the 
grandchildren of my early 
students.”

Although Martin now 
lives in Shoreview, her heart 
remains in her hometown.

“I love West St. Paul,” she 
said. “I was born and raised 
there. Being grand marshal 
of the West St. Paul Days 
parade [in 2015] was such 
an honor for me.”

Jennifer Haider, who 
lives in West St. Paul, also 
judges dance competitions 
and lends her choreography 
talents to local high school 
theater groups. 

The Dance Center closes after nearly six decades

Submitted photo

Ribbon cutting ceremony at Beyond Smiles DentaSpa.

Sat., Sept. 7 | 11 am-7 pm

Lebanese Festival

Holy Family 
Maronite Church

For complete details, visit
www.HolyFamilyMaroniteChurch.org

1960 Lexington Ave. S. at Hwy 62, Mendota Heights

Lebanese Cuisine • Music 
Raffles & Silent Auction

Games • Baked Goods 
Beer & Wine

Commemorative Air Force Minnesota Wing
 310 Airport Rd., South St. Paul
www.cafmn.org | 651-455-6942

$25 at the door, $20 online
Proceeds benefit the Commemorative Air Force  Minnesota Wing, a non-profit WWII Aircraft museum 

Fall Bombers MoonBall
Saturday, Sept. 14 

•  Free dance lessons from TC Swing at 7 p.m.
•  Dance 8 p.m.-midnight featuring music by 
   the Roseville Big Band. 
• Vintage clothing contest with prizes for
 best WWII-era clothing
• Food Trucks
• Food and Fun! 

Richard "Tiger" Schmitt, CPA
(Highway 62 & Dodd Road)

Call 651-454-0141
tigercpa.com

What's the difference 
between Bigfoot and 
a simple Form 1040?

Bigfoot has been sighted.

Expanded 
Coverage

stpaulpublishing.com



St. Paul Voice - September 2024 - Page 5

Your community news and information sourceE ducation

set up lemonade stands, ran 
a coin drive, and some even 
shook out their piggy banks 
for a few dollars to give. 
Ultimately, about $35,000 
was secured, and in May 
state legislators passed a 
bill allocating $200,000 for 
playground infrastructure 
upgrades at local schools in 
four districts, including ISD 
197, which encompasses 
Somerset. The elementary 
school received half of that 
funding, and all that was left 
was for the fairy godmother 
to sweep in to make the chil-
dren’s wish come true. The 
old playground equipment 
will be donated to a com-
munity in Central America 
or Africa.

Among the workforce 
were community members, 
school staff, families from 
the school, and the Two 
Rivers High School foot-
ball team. Tasks included 
everything from equipment 
assembly to digging, heavy 
lifting and installation. 

“Our aim at Somerset 
is to be inclusive of all our 
students and ensure they feel 

like they belong,” said Som-
erset Elementary Principal 
Libby Huettl in a statement. 
“We’ve created ways to do 
that inside, but when we go 
outside for recess, many stu-
dents with physical and cog-
nitive disabilities aren’t able 
to access our playground. 
This new playground helps 
those students feel included, 
seen, and supported by their 
community.”

Anne St. Martin, a proj-
ect organizer and parent of a 
Somerset student with mo-
bility challenges, said, “It’s 
wonderful that our commu-
nity said yes to these kids. 
There are many things that 
kids with disabilities can’t 
participate in, so finding 
ways to involve them in the 
community is crucial. Being 
able to join in recess and ex-
perience the social-emotion-
al benefits of playing with 
friends is so important. The 
community stepped up big 
time, and we’re so grateful.”

According to ISD 197, 
this is the fifth fully inclusive 
playground at a Minnesota 
school. 

“By law, public schools in 
the state must meet ADA 
compliance, but this could 
be as minimal as cutting an 
entryway to a curb to pro-
vide access to a wood chip 
playground,” said Sara Blair, 
ISD 197 communications 
manager. “Such accommo-
dations do not fully meet 
the needs of all children with 
disabilities.”

The other schools with 
fully inclusive playgrounds 
are Glen Lake Elementary 
in Hopkins, Lake Elmo 
Elementary School in Lake 
Elmo, Duluth-Congdon El-
ementary School in Duluth, 
and Dowling Elementary 
School in Minneapolis. A 
few public playgrounds that 
meet the criteria include 
Madison’s Playground in 
Woodbury and Woodhaven 
Playground in Eagan.

A ribbon cutting cere-
mony is scheduled for 3:30 
p.m., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 

at the school, 1355 Dodd 
Rd., Mendota Heights. The 
ceremony, like the play-
ground itself, is open to the 
public.

Playground
from page 1

Submitted photo

A crew of volunteers helped assemble the new equipment.

LEGO DERBY 
CAR RACE
September 28

9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Saint James Lutheran Church

460 Annapolis Street West, West St. Paul

Kids in grades K-8 are invited to build and race 
a LEGO car. LEGO chassis and bricks provided.

Fun for the whole family! 
Lunch provided after the event. 

To pre-register, contact:
Saint James Lutheran Church, West St. Paul

651.457.9232 | saintjameslutheran.com
Trinity Lone Oak Lutheran Church, Eagan

651.454.7235 | office@trinityloneoak.org

Sponsored by
Saint James Lutheran Church, 

Trinity Lone Oak Lutheran 
Church and Trail Life Troop MN-2950

Saint James Lutheran Church
460 Annapolis Street West, West St. Paul
651.457-9232  |  saintjameslutheran.com

 Special Events:

Our church year begins September 8
Sunday Service, 9:00 am 
Sunday School, 10:30 am

Teen Bible Class, 10:30 am
Adult Bible Class, 10:30 am

Monday Service with Contemporary Music
Mondays, 6:30 pm 

  

LEGO Derby Car Race, Sat., Sept. 28, 9 am-1 pm. 
Kids in grades K-8 are invited to build and race 
a LEGO car. LEGO chassis and bricks provided and 
lunch served after the event.
NEW! Early Childhood Music Education - Boost 
your child's development with early childhood 
music education. Classes for infants to 48 mo. and 
5 years old and up. For more information, call 
651-457-9232 or visit saintjameslutheran.com

www.spnn.org

Create meaningful media by hiring our 
Production team or by using our resources 

Teach digital literacy skills as a part of our 
CTEP AmeriCorps program.             

Watch locally produced content on our 
channels 14,15,16, and 19.

Learn media making and storytelling 
skills with our Media Education team.                             

Wishing all students success this year
Back in Balance Chiropractic

1525 Livingston Ave., West St. Paul
backinbalancemn.com  |  651.455.5264

Jerry’s Service Center
40+ Years of Quality Car Care!

459 S. Robert St., St. Paul  |  651.222.2943
St. Paul Voice

Your community news and advertising source since 1966
1643 S. Robert St., West St. Paul  |  651.457.1177

Now Accepting 
Applications

PARAPROFESSIONAL - Work with students assisting classroom 
teachers, before/after-school child care OR supervise groups of 
students. Full and Part-time positions available. Starting base wage 
$19.63 per hour (DOQ). 

BUS DRIVERS - Safely transport students to and from school. 
Starting base wage up to $22.90 per hour (DOQ). Paid training and 
CDL certification.

NUTRITION SERVICES - Prepare and serve breakfast and lunch for 
students. Starting base wage $16.50 per hour. 

CUSTODIAN - Perform cleaning, event setup and clean up, and 
ensure safety of buildings. Full and part-time positions available. 
Full-time starting base wage $21.76 per hour. Part-time/seasonal 
base wage starting at $16.80 per hour (DOQ).

KIDS CLUB SUPERVISOR - Lead our Kids Club Program (school-age 
child care) in one of our elementary buildings. Supervise 
paraprofessional staff. Full-time, 12-month position. Starting base 
wage is $21.50 per hour (DOQ).

For more information and to apply:
sowashco.org/careers

EOE

Summer and School-year 
Positions Available

Now Accepting
Applications

School-year Positions 
Available

Paraprofessional - Work with students in a classroom 
assisting teachers, before/after-school child care OR 
supervise groups of students. Full-time or part-time. 
Starting base wage $19.63/hr. (DOQ).
Bus Drivers - Safely transport students to and from 
school. Paid training & CDL certification. Starting wage 
$25.00/hr. (DOQ).
Nutrition Services - Prepare and serve breakfast and 
lunch for students. Starting base wage $16.50/hr. 
Custodian - Perform cleaning, event set-up/clean-
up, and ensure safety of buildings. Full-time starting 
base wage $21.76/hr. Part-time and seasonal starting 
base wage $16.80/hr. (DOQ).
Kids Club Supervisor - Lead a school-age child care 
program in one of our elementary buildings and 
supervise paraprofessional staff. Full-time, 12-month. 
Starting base wage $21.50/hr. (DOQ). 

For more information and to apply: 
sowashco.org/careers 

EOE
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Children’s 
Museum
10 7th St. W.

St. Paul
651-225-6000

mcm.org
Monsters on Summer Va-

cation, through September 
2. Monsters of all shapes and 
sizes are spending their sum-
mer vacation at the museum. 
Maneuver through the mon-
ster obstacle course, show 
off your best moves at the 
monster disco, feed the gi-
ant monster and more. 

Exhibits and activities 
include “The Scramble,” 
“The Studio,” “Creativ-
ity Jam,” “Sprouts,” “Our 
World,” “Forces at Play,” 
“Shipwreck Adventures” 
and “Imaginopolis.” Tickets 
are $17 on weekdays and 
$19 on weekends. Admis-
sion is free the first Sunday 
of each month; reservations 
are required, and tickets are 

limited. The next free date is 
September 1.

History Center
345 W. Kellogg Blvd.

St. Paul
651-259-3000

mnhs.org
“Reframing our Stories” 

is featured through Octo-
ber 2025. The exhibit was 
created from a decades-old 
box of photographs simply 
labeled “Indians.” Inside 
the box were dozens of pic-
tures of Native community 
members, organizations, ac-
tivities, and events that are 
relevant today. 

“Our Home: Native 
Minnesota” features historic 
and contemporary photo-
graphs, maps, and artifacts 
that show how Minnesota’s 
native communities have 
retained cultural practices, 
teachings and values.

Other exhibits include 
“Minnesota’s Greatest Gen-

eration,” “Then Now Wow,” 
“Grainland” and “Weather 
Permitting.” Tickets are $15 
for adults, $12 for seniors 
and college students, and $8 
for children ages five to 17.

History Theatre
30 E. 10th St.

St. Paul
651-292-4323

Historytheatre.com
“Behind the Sun,” Sep-

tember 21-October 13. Obie 
Kipper has finally found the 
house of his dreams, but 
there’s one problem: it’s 
1956 and Obie’s dream for 
the future of his family lies 
outside his redlined neigh-
borhood, in an all-white 
neighborhood. With help 
from an old friend and co-
worker, Obie puts in mo-
tion a sensational scheme 
to purchase the house. This 
may either land him in jail 
or help chart the future for 
his family and all of Minne-

apolis. Tickets start at $25.

Landmark Center
75 5th St. W.

St. Paul
651-292-3225

landmarkcenter.org
Woodturning demon-

stration in the American 
Gallery of Wood Art, 1-4 
p.m., Sunday, Sept. 15. Free.

Human/Nature: Photo-
graphs from Western Na-
tional Parks & Monuments 
is on display in the North 
Gallery through September 
3. It’s a collection of black 

and white photographs made 
between 1992 and 2019 in 
western national parks and 
monuments that explore the 
conflict between preserva-
tion and development.

MN Museum of 
American Art

350 Robert St. N.
St. Paul

651-797-2571
mmaa.org

“Together,” is a new ex-
hibit on view through Octo-
ber 13. It consists of mixed  

media artwork created by 10 
Minnesota artists with the 
help of their children. 

“Hilo de la Sangre 
(Thread of the Blood),” 
through December 1. Or-
ganized with Grupo Soap 
del Corazón, this exhibi-
tion brings together Latine 
visual artists to consider the 
significance of blood as the 
most essential component 
of life. The museum is open 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-
Sunday. Admission is free.

 
Thank you for coming to our 27th Wacipi! 

NO DRUGS, ALCOHOL, FIREARMS, OR PETS ALLOWED  
This is not a Competition Wacipi. Small payout for all Dancers. 

Donations are needed & appreciated. 

St. Peter’s Church Grounds: Mendota, MN, 1405 Sibley Memorial Hwy 55120  
MC: Gary Charwood Men’s Head Dancer: George Green 

Arena Director: Darwin Strong Women’s Head Dancer: Lisa Bellanger 
Host Drum: Scotty Brown Eyes & Drum Group Spiritual Advisor: Chris Mato Nunpa  

Co-Host Drum: Hoka Hey Mendota Princess:  Ameyalli  Anderson 

Free admission! $10.00 donation for buttons. Please bring lawn chairs or blankets, seating is limited 

Friday, Sept 13th 
5:05pm Lighting Sacred Fire. (Bob Brown passed at 5:05pm) 

6:00pm Potluck (bring dish to share) 

Saturday, Sept 14th 
11:00am  Dancer Registration (registration ends: 12:45pm) 

1:00pm Grand Entry / Honored Guards / Honoring Veterans 

1:30pm Federal Recognition  
2:00pm Dancing 

4:30pm Honoring Digitizing Group  

5:00pm Huitzillin Dancers  
5:30pm Dancing 
6:00pm Dancer Registration 
6:30pm Dancing 
7:00pm Grand Entry / Honored Guards 
8:30pm Dancing 

9:30pm Closing Ceremony 

9:45pm Registered Dancers Payout 

Sunday, Sept 15th 

11:00am Dancer Registration 

1:00pm Grand Entry 

1:00pm Dancing (Dancing from 1pm to 3pm) 

1:30pm Dancing 

3:00pm Dancing 

4:30pm Honoring Powwow / Wacipi Committee  

5:00pm Closing Ceremony 
5:15pm Registered Dancers Payout 
5:30pm Feast 

More TBA will be added later. 

Please check the website and social media for changes and updates 
www.MendotaDakota.com 

Mendota Mdewakanton’s 27th 
Traditional Wacipi (Pow Wow) 
September 13th, 14th, 15th, 2024 

'

Statewide 
Star Party
International Observe the Moon Night 
September 12 – 14
Join thousands of star gazers across Minnesota and 
around the world in celebrating the Moon, our closest 
celestial neighbor!

Attend a star party event near you: z.umn.edu/swsp2024

Summer Nights in Rice, a free outdoor concert series, concludes Sept. 
12 with a performance by the Everett Smithson Band, 5-7 p.m. 
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Ordway Center 
345 Washington St.

St. Paul
651-224-4222

ordway.org
“Listen!” 7:30 p.m., 

Saturday, Sept. 7. St. Paul 
Almanac and Walker|West 
Music Academy unite to 
present an evening of poetry 
and music. From $39.

Samara Joy, 7:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 12. A live 
concert from the Grammy 
Award-winning jazz sensa-
tion. From $45.

RiverCentre
175 W. Kellogg Blvd.

St. Paul
651- 265-4800
rivercentre.org

Sturgill Simpson concert 
with special guest Johnny 
Blue Skies, 8 p.m., Wednes-
day, Sept. 25. Ticket prices 
unavailable at press time.

Science Museum
120 W. Kellogg Blvd.

St. Paul
651-221-9444

smm.org
“Maya: Hidden Worlds 

Revealed” is on display 
through September 4. Pre-
sented in English and Span-
ish, it features more than 200 
authentic artifacts, hands-on 
activities, lifelike simulations 
and more.

Omnitheater films: 
“Deep Sky,” through Octo-
ber 31. Uncover the universe 
through the awe-inspiring 
images of the James Webb 
Space Telescope. 

“Ancient Caves,” August 
1-February 14, 2025. Join 
scientists and cave divers to 
explore vast underground 
worlds in search of geologic 
clues about the planet’s cli-
mate history.

“Fungi Web of Life,” 7 
p.m., Fridays and Saturdays. 
The film unravels how plants 
and animals would not exist 
without fungi. 

“Stellar Tours: A Star is 
Born,” Wednesday-Sunday. 
Follow the life cycle of a star.

Omnitheater tickets are 
$9.95. Free for children ages 
3 and under. Museum tick-
ets are $29.95 for adults and 
$19.95 for ages 4-17. 

Outdoor events
Summer Nights in Rice 

free concerts, 5-7 p.m. in 
Rice Park, 109 W. 4th St. 
Performers are Turn, Turn, 
Turn on Aug. 29 and Everett 
Smithson Band on Sept. 12. 

The City of Mendota 
Heights will present Teddy 
Bear Band and The Resis-
tors 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 4 at Market Square 
Park, 720 Main St. Free.

Patio Thursdays, noon-

12:30 p.m., September 19 
on Kellogg Mall Plaza by the 
Science Museum of Minne-
sota. A lunchtime talk about 
the Mississippi River with a 
National Park Service ranger. 
Bring a picnic or shop the 
food cart. Free.

370 Sets, 4-6 p.m., Thurs-
day, Sept. 26. This free hap-
py hour event on the patio at 
Osborn370 in downtown St. 
Paul will feature live music 
and complimentary drinks.

658 Cedar St., Suite G-56, St. Paul MN 55155
mn.gov/mcla/ | mcla.desk@state.mn.us | 651-757-1762

¡Feliz Mes de la Herencia Latina 2024!
15 de septiembre al 15 de octubre

El Consejo de Asuntos Latinos de Minnesota 
celebra y reconoce las contribuciones 

económicas y el poder de influencia de los 
y las latinas en cada rincón del estado.

Happy 2024 Latino Heritage Month!
September 15-October 15

The Minnesota Council on Latino Affairs 
celebrates and recognizes the contributions 

and influence of Latino Minnesotans 
in every corner of the state. 

658 Cedar St., Suite G-56, St. Paul MN 55155
mn.gov/mcla/ | mcla.desk@state.mn.us | 651-757-1762

LEGO DERBY 
CAR RACE
September 28

9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Saint James Lutheran Church

460 Annapolis Street West, West St. Paul

Kids in grades K-8 are invited to build and race 
a LEGO car. LEGO chassis and bricks provided.

Fun for the whole family! 
Lunch provided after the event. 

To pre-register, contact:
Saint James Lutheran Church, West St. Paul

651.457.9232 | saintjameslutheran.com
Trinity Lone Oak Lutheran Church, Eagan

651.454.7235 | office@trinityloneoak.org

Sponsored by
Saint James Lutheran Church, 

Trinity Lone Oak Lutheran 
Church and Trail Life Troop MN-2950

Saint James Lutheran Church
460 Annapolis Street West, West St. Paul
651.457-9232  |  saintjameslutheran.com

 Special Events:

Our church year begins September 8
Sunday Service, 9:00 am 
Sunday School, 10:30 am

Teen Bible Class, 10:30 am
Adult Bible Class, 10:30 am

Monday Service with Contemporary Music
Mondays, 6:30 pm 

  

LEGO Derby Car Race, Sat., Sept. 28, 9 am-1 pm. 
Kids in grades K-8 are invited to build and race 
a LEGO car. LEGO chassis and bricks provided and 
lunch served after the event.
NEW! Early Childhood Music Education - Boost 
your child's development with early childhood 
music education. Classes for infants to 48 mo. and 
5 years old and up. For more information, call 
651-457-9232 or visit saintjameslutheran.com
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Becker named 
county manager

The Ramsey County Board 
of Commissioners recently 
named Ling Becker as the 
next county manager. She 
succeeds Ryan O’Connor, 
who left that post in March 
to become the regional ad-
ministrator at Metropolitan 
Council. O’Connor was 
Ramsey County’s top official 

since 2018, a role that is re-
sponsible for implementing 
policy and overseeing daily 
operations of the county and 
its 4,000-plus employees. 

Becker joined Ramsey 
County in 2019 and most 
recently was director of 
Ramsey County Workforce 
Solutions and executive 
director of the Workforce 
Investment Board. Prior to 
her work with the county she 
was executive director for the 
Vadnais Heights Economic 
Development Corporation 
and project administrator for 
the Metropolitan Council, 
Transportation and Transit 
Development office. She also 

ran her own consulting com-
pany for more than a decade 
and has served on numer-
ous community boards and 
commissions throughout the 
county. She holds a master 
of public administration 
from the Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Af-
fairs at Syracuse University 
and a bachelor of arts from 
the University of Minnesota 
Morris.

Beruit relocates; 
Wendy’s to open

Robert Street in West St. 
Paul is seeing some changes 
on the restaurant front. 
Beruit, which has served 
Lebanese cuisine for more 
than four decades at 1385 
Robert St. S., is relocat-
ing to Rosemount in mid-
September. The restaurant 
was founded in 1983 by 

Joe and Rita Khoury and 
today is owned and oper-
ated by their son John and 
wife Madelaine Khoury. 
The decision stemmed from 
their desire to work closer 
to home. The Khourys, 
who live in Rosemount, are 
also changing their business 
model from sit-down to 
fast-casual counter service 
and carry-out. Their goal is 
to have multiple locations 
around the Twin Cities, and 
even nationally. 

HAZA Foods has received 
approval from the West St. 
Paul City Council to begin 
construction of a Wendy’s 
restaurant at the Ten Acres 
Shopping Center near Cub 
Foods. The council also ap-
proved an ordinance change 
to allow the restaurant to 
operate three drive-through 
lanes.

Holiday tree 
needed

Union Depot is seeking an 
evergreen tree for the holi-
day season. The tree must be 
located in Ramsey County, 
50- to 70-feet tall and in 
good condition for viewing 
from all sides. The tree will 
be illuminated with more 
than 15,000 energy-efficient 
LED lights and placed in the 
North Plaza of Union De-
pot. Those who would like 
to donate a tree should email 
their address and a photo 
of the tree to info@union 
depot.org or call 651-202-
2700. The deadline is Friday, 
Sept. 20. Union Depot will 
pay to remove the tree and 
grind its stump, and the tree 
owner and their family will 
be invited to participate in 
the Holiday Tree Lighting 
celebration on December 7.

Boosters host 
football fiesta

The West Side Boosters 
will hold its annual Football 
Fiesta Saturday, Sept. 14 at 
the sport fields at Neighbor-
hood House, 179 E. Robie 
St. A football tournament 
will take place 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
There will also be activities 
for children, motorcycle and 
low rider exhibitions, live 
music and DJs, roasted corn 
for sale at El Burrito Mer-
cado, street tacos and much 
more. For more information, 
visit westsideboosters.com. 

Student notes
University of Wisconsin-

Madison graduates: Samuel 
Novillo, bachelor of busi-
ness administration;  Max 
Kueppers, bachelor of arts, 
economics; Robin Moody, 
bachelor of science in edu-
cation;  Veronica Morse, 
bachelor of science in civil 
engineering, with highest 
distinction; Ellie Murphy, 

bachelor of science in atmo-
spheric and oceanic sciences; 
Karissa Tschida, bachelor 
of science in industrial en-
gineering; Rachel Ziskin, 
bachelor of science in mate-
rials science and engineering

Purchase College dean’s 
list: AnAva Dubeaux

South Dakota State Uni-
versity graduate: Nicholas 
Gans, master’s degree in en-
gineering

Drake University dean’s 
list: Reagan Rapp, Joe Bar-
nard

University of Eau Claire 
graduates: Sophie Kieser, 
bachelor of arts in commu-
nication; Nick Ball, bachelor 
of science in nursing

University of Minnesota 
dean’s list: Caroline Casserly, 
Isabella Costello, Kira Du-
Paul, Ryan Farrington, Seth 
Golden, James Lands-
man, Adrianna Leon, Maya 
Modelli,  Kevin Mur-
phy, Jackson Pindred, Paige 
Wicklund,  Marwa Abdul-
lahi,  Aida Broshar,  Erik 
Chavez Romero, Victoria 
D’Zurilla,  Adam Gard-
ner,  Jens Henrickson, Mi-
chael Landsman,  Cyrus 
Martin Risch,  Holly 
Mingo,  Enock Moin-
di,  Selena Moreno,  Jona-
than Neumann, Michaela 
Schaffer,  Rachel Sech-
ter, Russell Shaver, Brenna 
Templin,  Tucker Wel-
don,  Molly Altier,  Emily 
Bowers, Adler Dickie, Miles 
Dunn,  Timothy Frazier, 
Mayeli Hernandez Chavez, 
Natalie Meyers, Alyssa New-
field,  Anja Nilles, Croix 
Raney, Anthony Rocke, Sar-
ah Wege

St. Olaf College gradu-
ates: Emily Klein, bachelor 
of arts in religion and studio 
art; Jaelyn Orth, bachelor of 
arts in sociology/anthropol-
ogy and Spanish; Julia Zaep-
fel, bachelor of arts in com-
puter science and theater

50% OFF
through 12/31/24 

for any off dock units 10'x14' or smaller
Based on availability 

FREE DISC LOCK WITH ANY RENTAL!
New rentals only. Not valid with other offers. Expires 12/31/24.

1200 North Concord St. • www.minikahda.com
Call 651-450-1202

INDOOR 
HEATED
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED                                                                      

Effective and Efficient Legal
Representation Since 1975

To reach us, call 651-451-9743 or visit
 www.TaurinskasLaw.com

P. James Taurinskas Attorney, Minnesota & Wisconsin

Brian J. Taurinskas Attorney, Minnesota & Wisconsin
Minnesota State Bar Association Board Certified Real Property Law Specialist

5684 Bishop Avenue, Suite 200, Inver Grove Heights 
(located inside Key Community Bank)

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Business Planning

Estate Planning 
Personal Injury

Real Estate

IMMEDIATE
OPENING

Shop & Field Service Technician
positions available
Monday thru Friday

Day Shift

$3,000 Sign-on Bonus
Looking for a heavy equipment 
technician to service the Inver Grove 
Heights area. Hydraulics experience 
required. Must be able to obtain a 
1-year DOT Medical Card. Must 
have valid driver's license. Class B 
CDL preferred.

To apply, contact
Charles Turner

Charles.Turner@hiab.com

419-764-8514

3 easy ways to support 
your community newspaper

St. Paul Voice • Downtown St. Paul Voice • South St. Paul Voice • La Voz Latina

Our publishing company exists to foster a sense of community through informative news articles, 
interesting and inspiring feature articles, and valuable advertising. We ask for your support in helping 
us achieve our mission. Here are three ways you can support your family-owned community newspaper.
1. Subscribe to our FREE e-editions for expanded coverage. When you request our FREE e-editions, you 
will receive one email a month with a link to our four different publications. We won’t contact you more 
than that, and your information will not be sold or shared with third parties. Request our e-editions at 
info@stpaulpublishing.com. This is an easy, no-cost way to show you care about community journalism.
2. Subscribe to our printed editions. Get every issue mailed to your home or business for just $25/year 
per publication. To subscribe, mail your check to St. Paul Publishing Co., 1643 S. Robert St., Suite 60B, 
West St. Paul, MN 55118, or call 651-457-1177 with your credit card number. Please be sure to 
include the full name and mailing address for delivery, as well as your phone number.
3. Make a voluntary contribution. Join the many loyal readers who have made a voluntary contribution 
of $10 to $100 or more to help us achieve our purpose. Thank you for your support!
St. Paul Publishing Company | www.stpaulpublishing.com | 651-457-1177
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The West Side Community Organi-
zation’s Land Use Action Circle is seek-
ing community feedback regarding 
MNDOT’s proposed reconstruction 
of Robert Street on the West Side. The 
project is scheduled to begin in 2027, 
with utility work starting in 2026. 

Challenges abound in the corridor: 
shuttered businesses, a crumbling via-
duct, and little attention to pedestrian 
or bicycle access. Below the surface, 
the sewer infrastructure is over 200 
years old. The street is rated one of the 
most deteriorated roads in the metro 
area by the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (MnDOT) and is clas-
sified as a “high injury corridor” in the 
St. Paul Transportation Action Plan. 
Despite community support, federal 
grant funding was recently declined 
for repairs to the Robert Street via-
duct, built in 1930 near Cesar Chavez 
Street. 

“It’s not right that one of St. Paul’s 
most diverse neighborhoods continues 
to receive the least investment,” said 
Monica Bravo, executive director of 
WSCO, in a statement. “It’s time for 
us to come together to demand that 
all levels of government invest in the 
West Side.”

MnDOT is planning major road 
improvements that include Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT), surface replacement, 

and sidewalk improvements. A sec-
ond opportunity to apply for federal 
funding to repair the viaduct is coming 
up this fall. WSCO is working with 
the University of Minnesota’s Design 
Center (MDC) to get more neighbors 
involved in a planning process they’re 
calling Destination: Robert Street. 

“Our partnership with MDC gives 
us an opportunity to bring ideas to 
MnDOT prior to the renovation 
project – to share our ideas and what 
Robert Street neighbors desire for the 
West Side,” said Bob Craft, a member 
of the Land Use Action Circle. 

Two opportunities to provide in-
put will take place in September. On 
September 14, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., visit  
WSCO’s booth at the West Side Boost-
ers’ Football Fiesta at Neighborhood 
House, 179 E. Robie St. Participants 
will be entered into a raffle drawing 
for a gift card from select District Del 
Sol businesses. Attend a community 
meeting hosted by WSCO’s Land Use 
Circle, 6 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 25 
at 209 Page St. W. RSVP at wsco.org/
landusesept. 

Anyone interested in getting in-
volved in the planning process should 
contact Nancy at nancykafka@gmail.
com or Caprice at capriceglaser1@
gmail.com.

Robert Street reconstruction input

TPAC
Unless noted, all activi-

ties take place at Thompson 
Park Activity Center, 1200 
Stassen Lane, West St. Paul. 
Events are for ages 55 and 
older. To register, call 651-
403-8300.

Mississippi Hot Club 
concert, 1-2 p.m., Wednes-
day, Sept. 25. $10, includes 
dessert. Register by Sept. 18.

Democracy discussion, 
10-11:30 am., Tuesday, Sept. 
10. A captivating class with 
Richard Painter about the 
current state of our democ-
racy. $5. Register by Sept. 6.

Understanding Gender 
& Sexuality, 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 17. This 
class covers basic concepts 
such as gender identity, pro-
noun use, gender expression 
and sexual orientation. Reg-
istration required. $3. 

Explore Mdewakan-
ton: Dwellers of the Spir-
it Lake at Hocokata i!, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., Thursday, 
Sept. 19. This trip to the 
3,800-square-foot exhi-
bition in Prior Lake will 
deepen your understanding 
of Mdewakanton Dakota 
history and culture.  $24, 
includes transportation but 
not lunch. Register by Sept. 
13.

Nature Preparations for 
Fall, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Tues-
day, Sept. 17. An exploratory 
hike on TPAC trails to see 
what’s happening in nature 
on a mid-September day. 
$10. Register by Sept. 12. 

Creating your Retire-
ment Income Blueprint, 
10-11 a.m., Monday, Sept. 
30. Explore how retirement 
income affects your Social 
Security, Medicare premi-
ums, and taxes. Register in 
advance. $3. 

Sportswriter Jerry Zgo-

da, 1:30-2:30 p.m., Mon-
day, Sept. 30. Go inside the 
locker room with Jerry Zgo-
da, who covered the Tim-
berwolves, Twins, Vikings, 
Wild, Gophers, and the 
long-gone North Stars. Reg-
ister by Sept 25. $5.

Tai Chi Chih For Health, 
Sept. 4-Oct. 30. Tai Chi 
Chih is a moving meditation 
with 19 easy-to-learn move-
ments. Register by Aug. 30. 
Free intro class 9:15-10 a.m., 
Wednesday, Sept. 4; 8-week 
session, Wednesdays, 9:15-
10 a.m., Sept. 11-Oct. 30. 
$49.

Hand & Foot card club, 
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.-
noon, Sept.-Dec. $15.

Library
The following events are 

held at the George Latim-
er Central Library, 90 W. 
4th St. When registration 
is required, call 651-266-
7000. Visit sppl.org/events 
for more information. The 
library will be closed Sep-
tember 1 and 2.

Headshot photography, 
5:30-7:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
Sept. 4. Learn what makes a 
great headshot and how to 
take one. Registration re-
quired.

PJ Storytime, 6:30-7:30 
p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 4. 
Wear your PJs, bring your 
favorite stuffed animal.

Learn 3D Printing, Fri-
days, 2-3 p.m. Learn the ba-
sics of operating the library’s 
Ultimaker S3 and Lulzbot 
Mini 3D printers. Registra-
tion required.

Saturday Vibe Mid-Au-
tumm Festival, 10:30 a.m.-
noon, Saturday, Sept. 7. Bi-
lingual Vietnamese/English 
storytime, DIY lantern and 
mooncake crafts, and moon-
cake with tea treats.

Sewing with Susan, 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, Sept. 7 and 21. Learn 
how to sew from scratch or 
get help finishing a project 
you’ve started.

Learn Laser Engraving 
with Dennis, Saturdays, 2-4 
p.m. Learn the basics of op-
erating the library’s Univer-
sal VLS 3.50 laser engraver/
cutter. Registration required.

Game Night, 6-7:30 
p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 11. 
Enjoy card and board games 
in the Innovation Lab.

Historical Building 
Tour, 10-11:30 a.m. and 
1-2:30 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 
14. Explore the downtown 
library built in the Italian 
Renaissance Revival style. 

Make friends with the 
sewing machine, 2-4 p.m., 
Saturday, Sept. 14 and 28. 
Learn how to use a sewing 
machine; bring your own or 
use one of the library’s.

Craft Circle, 6-7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Sept. 25. Bring 
a project to work on, or start 
a new one with supplies 
from the Library.

The following events are 
held at the Riverview Li-
brary, 1 E. George St. Visit 
sppl.org/events for more in-
formation. The library will 
be closed September 1 and 2.

West Side Writers, 
Wednesdays, 2-3 p.m. Writ-
ers of all experience levels 
bring in pieces of written 
work, offer each other feed-
back, and discuss the craft 
of writing.

Chess Club, Thursdays, 
6-7 p.m. Open to ages 8-18, 
from complete beginners to 
the more advanced.

Riverview Book Club, 
6-7 p.m., Monday, Sept. 
9. The title is “Lake of the 
Woods” by Tim O’Brien. 

{ CALENDAR OF EVENTS }

Take our Readership Survey
This paper is sustained primarily by advertising, and your feedback 

helps us show our advertisers that people enjoy receiving local news 
free to their doorstep each month. Please fill out a short survey on

our website to show your support and help us continue to grow.

Find the survey at: www.stpaulpublishing.com

Have a suggestion on how we can improve?
info@stpaulpublishing.com, or 651-457-1177

St. Paul Voice | La Voz Latina | Downtown St. Paul Voice | South St. Paul Voice

St. Paul Publishing Co. | 651-457-1177 | 1643 S. Robert St. Ste #60B

Your opinion matters!

Bringing home 
the gold
West Sider Eugénie de 
Rosier received two 
gold medals in Race 
Walk at the Minnesota 
Senior Games, held Au-
gust 15-18 in St. Cloud. 
Her winning time was 
13:09 in the 1500 meter 
and 44:33 in the 5000 
meter. The 15-sport 
event is an annual 
competition for men 
and women age 50  
and older.
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Dakota County: 
by the numbers

I am a numbers geek 
who combs closely through 
County financial, perfor-
mance and population data. 
While some folks might find 
this sleep-inducing, I find 
that figures frequently tell 
me more about the health 
and future of Dakota Coun-
ty than words ever could.

Below are numbers that 
provide a fuller view of Da-
kota County and the services 
we provide.

Population
• Dakota County’s popu-

lation of 443,341 makes 
us the state’s third-largest 
county. Our most rapidly 
growing cities are Lakeville, 
Rosemount and West St. 
Paul.

• The median age is 39.
• Diversity is growing, 

with 25% of residents iden-
tifying themselves as mem-
bers of a racial minority 

group. 
• 96% of the adult popu-

lation has a high school de-
gree or higher; 46% have a 
bachelor’s degree or higher. 
This far exceeds national av-
erages.

• About 6% of the popula-
tion falls below the federal 
poverty level. The national 
poverty rate is 12%, and 
10% in Minnesota.

• The median household 
income is $101,360. 

Safety net services
• Dakota County provid-

ed social services to 26,313 
households in 2023.

• Collected and distrib-
uted $38 million in child 
support in 2023.

• Assisted 96,500 people 
in qualifying for health in-
surance. 

Transportation
• We maintain 1,050 lane 

miles of county roads and in-
spect 164 bridges. Motorists 
travel nearly a billion miles 
on county roads annually. 

• We maintain a total of 
808 vehicles and pieces of 
equipment, with the largest 
being 27 tandem snowplow 
trucks. 

Parks 
• We have protected and 

restored 12,000 acres of 
natural areas, woodlands and 
lakes since 2003. The most 
recent area permanently pro-
tected is eight acres of ma-

ture oaks in West St. Paul 
near Highway 52 and the 
South St. Paul border.

• Our six parks and seven 
regional greenways comprise 
5,508 acres.

• 2.9 million people vis-
ited the county park system 
in 2023. 

• 8,000 annually rent 
equipment (canoes, kayaks, 
skis, snowshoes, etc.). 

Libraries
• 1.2 million people visit-

ed the county library system 
last year.

• 4.1 million items are 
checked out annually among 
the 10 branch library loca-
tions.

Environmental 
safety 

• 500,000 tons of waste 
are generated in Dakota 
County annually, with 
55% of it being recycled or 
composted. 

• Dakota County oper-

ates the 116-year-old Lake 
Byllesby Dam, which creates 
a 1,054-acre recreational lake 
and generates $1 million in 
renewable energy annually.  

• We will increase our en-
ergy efficiency this year by 
installing a total of 875 kilo-
watts of solar panels at three 
county locations. 

• Indoor lighting at 14 
county buildings is being 
upgraded from fluorescent 
to much more efficient LED 
bulbs this year, resulting in 
significant operational sav-
ings each year.

Public safety 
• Adult felony cases in the 

county dropped from 2,183 
in 2022 to 1,829 in 2023. 

• There were 9,126 book-
ings in the county jail last 
year. 

Efficient 
government 

• The average county por-
tion of property taxes paid 

by owners of a median value 
home in Dakota County is 
$1,001 less than a similarly 
valued home in neighboring 
Ramsey County. 

• About 20% of a hom-
eowner’s total property tax 
bill goes for county services. 
The remainder goes to fund 
local schools, cities and other 
taxing jurisdictions.

• Nearly 3,400 volun-
teers donated more than 
28,517 hours in 2023. The 
combined volunteer efforts 
saved taxpayers more than 
$906,840. 

Joe Atkins represents Dis-
trict 2 on the Dakota County 
Board, which includes South 
St. Paul, West St. Paul and 
Inver Grove Heights. Elected 
Chair of the Board in 2024, 
he welcomes feedback. To 
share comments, concerns or 
questions, contact him at Joe. 
Atkins@co.dakota.mn.us or 
call 651-438-4430.

Tiny Tent
I haven’t gone camping in 

a tent in a long time.
I grew up camping, and 

for much of that time it was 
in a tent. My parents would 
take my sister and me to the 
Boundary Waters between 
Minnesota and Canada for 
about a week. We paddled 
our canoes from one lake to 
the next and listened to the 
loons at night. We built fires 
and ate dried food, which 
miraculously tasted better 
the farther we paddled from 
civilization, and  drank water 
right out of the lake, before 
we needed expensive filters. 

We even used the latrine deep 
in the woods and I still viv-
idly remember the time I felt 
flies landing on my behind 
– only to look down into the 

latrine and see a whiskered 
woodchuck looking up at me!

When I was a teenager, I 
went camping with a group 
of girlfriends. We called our-
selves the “Future Old Maids 
of America,” or FOMA for 
short, and had T-shirts 
made. (None of us remained 
very loyal to our cause.) 

Much later, when I be-
came a 50-year-old gradu-
ate student, I splurged on a 
nice one-person tent and a 
lightweight air mattress and 
a compact, fold-up chair. 
(I’ve noticed that with both 
camping gear and lingerie, 
the less material there is, 
the more it costs.) I loved 
camping in my tiny tent, as 
I drove from the Southwest 
to the Midwest and back, 
listening to coyotes and sur-

viving the occasional thun-
derstorm. 

So, when an opportunity 
to go tent camping came up, 
of course I was tempted. 

My first cousins on my 
mother’s side are having a 
reunion on Lake Ontario, 
east of Toronto. It’s quite 
far away, and my husband 
Peter and I had ruled it out 
because he has to attend 
an important condo board 
meeting that weekend. 

I wasn’t going to go with-
out Peter, but several of my 
cousins had decided to go 
without their spouses. As 
I got thinking about it, I 
wasn’t sure how many more 
of these opportunities would 
happen in my lifetime. I am 
one of the youngest of my 
original 34 cousins on my 

mother’s side. Several cous-
ins have died, and none of 
them live close together. 
So, this chance to drive to 
Canada and see a lot of my 
cousins in one place seemed 
like it might be important. 

I wrote to my Canadian 
cousin, “Is it too late for me 
to tell you I’m coming?”

“Of course not!” she said. 
I called up my sister. “Do 

you have room for me in 
your car?” I asked. 

“Of course!” she said. 
Her husband is a pastor 

and does not get much va-
cation, but my niece and 
nephew will be coming. And 
now, so will I. We will camp 
all the way up and stay in 
tents while we are there. 

Now I’m digging my fancy 
little tent out of the closet. 

I’m airing out my sleeping 
bag. I’m checking to see if 
my air mattress still holds air. 
I’m trying to remember how 
to assemble my complicated 
little chair, and I’m pulling 
together all the things I will 
need in my tiny tent at night: 
a flashlight, bottle of water, a 
puff jacket for the cold. 

It will be fun to see all my 
cousins. I know that. 

But right now, I am 
looking forward to being 
in my tent again – sensing 
the changes in the weather, 
hearing the animals move 
around at night, feeling that 
I am entirely outdoors with 
nothing but a thin layer of 
polyester between me and 
the great open sky. 

Till next time.

In this column last Sep-
tember, I talked about 
Neighbors’ upcoming 
strategic plan to ensure 
that diversity, equity, inclu-
sion, belonging and justice 
(DEIBJ) would continue 
to live vibrantly through-
out our daily work. Since 
then, we have continued to 
move the needle forward in 

our commitment. We are 
excited to share that we will 
be launching a task force to 
help develop and imple-
ment DEIBJ throughout 
all core aspects of our or-
ganization.

The communities served 
by Neighbors have contin-
ued to be diverse, with 65% 
of our participants iden-

tifying as BIPOC (38% 
Latine/Hispanic, 16% 
Black or African American, 
8% multiracial, 2% Ameri-
can Indian, 1% Asian, and 
35% White).  Neighbors’ 
strategic plan includes the 
following goals: developing 
shared DEIBJ language, 
metrics and annual goals, 
continuing to prioritize 
the hire and promotion of 
BIPOC-identifying and 
bilingual staff; diversifying 
organizational outreach 
initiatives and increasing 
program offerings/commu-
nications for those whose 
first language is not Eng-
lish; and diversifying the 
representation of lived ex-
perience and communities 
served in Neighbors’ board 
of directors.

Neighbors continues to 

ensure that our program-
ming and services incorpo-
rate the core principles of 
DEIBJ. For example, our 
food shelf has worked hard 
to diversify its food selec-
tion. Meals are a powerful 
community connector and 
an important component 
in honoring and celebrat-
ing culture. Today, we carry 
an array of culturally spe-
cific foods, made possible 
through partnership with 
local culturally specific 
grocery stores, donations 
and purchasing culturally 
specific foods.

We understand the im-
portance of providing 
services in an individual’s 
first language. Our new-
est positions have required 
candidates to be bilingual 
in English and Spanish. 

Andrés is bilingual in Eng-
lish and Spanish, was raised 
in South St. Paul, and after 
some time in Nebraska is 
back to help serve his com-
munity in our expanding 
Financial Empowerment 
Center (jobs, training and 
financial education). Ana 
has served Neighbors for 
several years as a custodian 
and has accepted a promo-
tion to assist our Resiliency 
Department in the sched-
uling of food shelf appoint-
ments for our Spanish-
speaking clients, as well as 
assisting the community 
to connect to critical area 
resources. To ensure that 
Neighbors provides services 
in a person’s first language, 
we also use the Language 
Line, which provides live  
 

interpreters in more than 
240 languages, including 
American Sign Language. 
Neighbors is currently 
looking to fill our bilingual 
(Spanish/English) Hunger 
Program Helper and Gen-
eral Building Custodian to 
start immediately. If you 
know of anyone who might 
be a great fit, please have 
them contact us for an ap-
plication.

Neighbors is commit-
ted to DEIBJ, and we look 
forward to continuing to 
develop an organizational 
culture and practices that 
embody this commitment. 
As always, I’d love to con-
nect. You may reach me at 
dawn@neighborsmn.org, 
651-272-1135 or by visit-
ing Neighbors.
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As summer winds down 
and the days get short-

er, it’s time to turn your 
attention to some projects 
that will ensure your home 
survives the winter and 
that you don’t have any 
unwelcome surprises in the 
spring. Here are projects 
that should be done each 
fall. There are plenty of vid-
eos on YouTube and other 
online resources to help 
with the easier projects. For 
complicated projects, hire a 
licensed contractor and be 
sure to check referrals and 
get contracts in writing, in-
cluding any change orders.

Roof, siding and gutters 
- Walk around your home 
and inspect your roof, siding 
and gutters. Shingles or sid-
ing that are damaged should 
be replaced to prevent water 
from entering your home 
and creating an even bigger 
problem. Gutters should be 
cleaned thoroughly. For your 
safety, this should be done 
from a ladder, not sitting on 
top of the roof and leaning 
over. You might consider in-
stalling gutter covers at this 
time to prevent debris from 
entering the gutters in the 
future. If your home’s exte-
rior, doors or window frames 
have peeling paint, scrape it, 
prime it and repaint now. 
Now is a good time to clean 
your windows and siding as 
well. 

Windows and doors - In-
spect windows for cracks and 
replace damaged weather 
stripping or caulk around 
windows and doors. Check 

for drafts. If you feel air 
coming through, especially 
on windy days, it might be 
time to start saving for new 
windows. While it’s a big 
upfront investment, energy 
efficient windows will save 
you money on your energy 
bills.

Outdoor water faucets 
- Never leave a garden hose 
connected to a faucet in the 
late fall and winter when 
temperatures drop near or 
below freezing. This could 
lead to a pipe bursting. Some 
older homes have faucets 
that need to be drained each 
fall. This is done by closing 
the shut-off valve inside the 
house and opening the fau-
cet to drain the water. Turn 
off the faucet and repeat the 
process for each exterior fau-
cet. Drain and store hoses. 
If you have an in-ground 
sprinkler system, it, too, 
must be drained. On some 
older homes, it’s a good idea 
to wrap insulation around 
outdoor faucets and  pipes 
in unheated garages.

Appliances and fireplaces 
- Grass clippings and leaves 
can accumulate around cen-
tral air conditioning units. 

Clean out the debris and 
rinse off the screens of the 
unit with water. If your fur-
nace is old or exhibiting er-
ratic behavior, it should be 
professionally inspected. If 
you have a wood burning 
fireplace, it should be profes-
sionally cleaned every three 
years, or sooner if it is heavily 
used. Older fireplaces should 
also be inspected for cracks 
and damaged flues. Check 
for frayed cords and wires 
on appliances, and clean lint 
from the dryer vent.

Cement and asphalt - If 
your driveway and sidewalk 
are showing their age, fill 
the cracks to prevent further 
damage. Consider sealcoat-
ing your driveway to extend 
its life.

Decks and patios - Clean 
and stain or seal your deck 

in the fall, and clean patios 
and repair damaged bricks 
or pavers. 

Lawn - Leaves should be 
raked, and the lawn mowed 
before winter. Fall is the best 

time to aerate the lawn. Ap-
ply grass seed to bare spots 
or overseed the entire lawn 
before the first snowfall for a 
lush lawn in the spring.

Must-do fall home maintenance projects

Chair Re-glue
Repair and re-glue wooden 

furniture. Since 1960.
Cilek Furniture Repair

651-699-4022

Escobar 
Hardwood 

Floors
Hardwood flooring 

specialist since 1993
FREE ESTIMATES

CALL 952-292-2349
escobarfloors.com

Installation
Repairs
Sanding

Staining
Patching
Finishing

LAWN SERVICE

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Office: 651-207-5396
Cell: 612-328-6893

Since 1984 / Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LANDSCAPING

Keith Krupenny & Son 
Disposal / Remackel 

Roll Off Services
565 Barge Channel Rd., St. Paul

keithkrupennyrolloff.com

Call 651-457-3680

Haul Your 
Own & Save!

PUBLIC PAY DUMP
M-F 8 am-3 pm, Sat. 9 am-2 pm
Last load 15 min. before close

Trash & Recycling
Construction Waste
Appliances & More

DUMPSTERS
4, 6, 10, 15, 20, 30 & 40 yard

I do painting, repairs 
& cleaning of homes 

and apartments

HANDYMAN
 MR. LARRY FOR HIRE

Window Washing
Gutter Cleaning 

and Repairs
Insured

651-399-4304

I do painting, repairs 
& cleaning of homes 

and apartments

HANDYMAN
 MR. LARRY FOR HIRE

Window Washing
Gutter Cleaning 

and Repairs
Insured

651-399-4304

QUALITY BRUSH & 
STUMP REMOVAL
• Small tree removal • Tree pruning
• Hedge/shrub removal & trimming
• Overgrown yards and alleyways

No job too small!

612-369-1987Call Mike
arborist

Quality brickwork & tuck pointing 
of buildings, stone foundations 

and chimneys      
licensed, bonded, insured

ROGERS MASONRY
Since 1976

651-224-6985
www.rogers-masonry.com

651-224-4759
712 S. SMITH AVE. ST. PAUL, MN • LIC. 059432

Over 100 Years of Personal Service!

Since 1912
www.rascherplghtg.com

Ask us about saving money on 
your energy and water costs.

Touch of Carpentry
Remodeling and Repairs 

New Construction
References & project photos available

651-276-1886

48 years 
experience!

901 N. Concord
South St. Paul  

www.vikingexteriors.com    
BC# 003773

Since 1962 

V i k i n g 
E x t e r i o r s

Siding • Soffit • Fascia 
Roofs • Windows
Doors • Gutters

651-256-1061

318 W. Water St., St. Paul 
651.227.1549
Mon.-Fri. 8-4
Sat. 8-1
Sun. closed

Reasonable Rates!
Roll Off Boxes for Large Jobs  

One Time Pickup Available  

Demolition and Construction Waste  |  Trash & Lawn Debris
Furniture & Appliances  |  Tires and much more

We do not accept hazardous waste 

We will drop off a container or dumpster for you and haul it away 
once it's filled. If you prefer to save money, you can haul your 
trash to our refuse and recycling station. We accept all items 
in large or small quantities. We also offer many sizes of roll off 
containers: 10, 15, 30 and 30 cubic yard boxes. 

Bring us 
one item or 
a houseful... 
WE ACCEPT IT ALL!

We Support

Recycling

Haul your own & SAVE!

Insurance

1560 Livingston Ave.
Suite 101, West St. Paul

Home, Auto, 
Business,

Financial Services
651-457-6348

STATE FARM
Stremski Agency

Insurance
STATE FARM

Stremski Agency
1560 Livingston Ave.

Suite 101, West St. Paul

Hogar
Automóvil 

Seguro de Vida 
651-457-6348
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with ENERGY LOAN PLUS

while      funds last!

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
     

     
      

       
     RE-ENERGIZE YOUR HOME

Take advantage of our lowest rate yet

Minnesota Housing is not a creditor and does not originate loans.

651.296.8215 | 800.657.3769



Page 12 - St. Paul Voice - September 2024

Enjoy the weather 
while you can...

Self serve wash today

$100 
EVERY 

DAY

1407 Robert St. S., West St. Paul
351 Robert St. S., St. Paul

536 Clay St., St. Paul

Low cost powerful vacs, too!

50¢ 
EVERY 

TUESDAY
Why Choose Us?
• Inclusive 

Community
• Expert Faculty
• Proven 

Excellence
• Program 

Options

Apply for FREE at saintpaul.edu/Apply

Saint Paul College’s Mission: Grounded in equity and inclusion, Saint Paul College 
educates and empowers students to lead purposeful lives and discover 
rewarding careers.

Fit in.
Stand out.

BE PART OF THE FUTURE 
Help shape the future of Dakota County’s 

parks, greenways and natural spaces.
Visit www.dakotacounty.us/parks, search  

vision to share your ideas

ORDWAY.ORG | 651.224.4222

SAT, SEP 14

This activity is made possible by the voters
of Minnesota through a Minnesota State 
Arts Board Operating Support grant, 
thanks to a legislative appropriation from 
the arts and cultural heritage fund.


