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Economic
development
projects
ramp up

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

A handful of economic develop-

ent and road projects are in
the works for this year. A few oth-
ers, such as the Wakota Crossing
redevelopment and the replacement
of the public works facility, are on
hold for now but not out of mind
by city councilmembers. Expect de-
tails for the following projects to be
ironed out in the coming months.

Hardman Triangle

The City recently signed a prelimi-
nary agreement with Zavi Develop-
ment and TE Miller Development for
the redevelopment of a 5.6-acre site
at Grand Avenue East and Concord
Street North, within the area dubbed
the Hardman Triangle. Zavi is pro-
posing a development that includes
an independent restaurant, a destina-
tion retail site such as an indoor pick-
leball center, and a 200-unit market-
rate apartment building. The project
aligns with the mixed-use, walkable
vision for the area the City identified
in its 2020 Hardman Triangle Rede-
velopment Plan and 2040 Compre-
hensive Plan. The City also recently
hired Tushie Montgomery Architects
and Barr Engineering to develop a
master plan to parcel out the entire
20-acre Hardman Triangle site and
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D&G Jamaican
restaurant brings a

taste of the tropics

Owners Delroy and Gerald Keane

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

Tastes of the Caribbean have surfaced
in South St. Paul. Jamaican natives
Gerald and Delroy Keane opened D&G
Jamaican Restaurant in early Decem-
ber in the former Wellness Café at 1025
Southview Blvd. The menu boasts staples
of their homeland as well as “fusion” op-
tions inspired by other countries, and the
brothers are continuing to fire up new
items to add.

Co-owner and head chef Gerald Ke-
ane has done just about everything in the

restaurant industry, from waiting to bar-
tending and sales, and even owned his own
restaurant for two years in Jamaica. He im-
migrated from Jamaica to the United States
in 2009, setding in New York, where he
worked at an array of restaurants including
Korean, Chinese, American, Italian and Ja-
maican. He moved to Minnesota last spring
to be closer to family.

“Immediately when I arrived in Min-
nesota, I searched for Jamaican restaurants,
and the ones that were popping up were
few and far between,” he said. “With my
menu, I'm able to combine different flavors
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Task force
seeks input
on landfill
containing
PFAS

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

Minnesota Pollution Control
gency (MPCA) task force has
been formed to address contamina-
tion at the former Pig’s Eye landfill
in St. Paul, which may be contrib-
uting to the high levels of PFAS in
South St. Paul’s municipal water
supply. The task force is charged
with developing a restoration plan
for the site by February 2026. This
winter, it will issue a survey seeking
public feedback on future uses of the
site.

The landfill is located just north
of Pig’s Eye Lake, within the Missis-
sippi River floodplain. Owned by the
city of St. Paul, the 200-acre landfill
collected more than 8 million cubic
yards of unregulated municipal, com-
mercial and industrial waste between
1956-1972. In 1989, it was placed
on the state’s list of Superfund sites,
which required cleanup expenses to
be covered by those responsible for
contamination. In the early 2000s,
nearly $6 million was used for initial
cleanup efforts but the site still has
significant levels of PFAS, methane
gas, and metals, including cadmium,
copper, lead and zinc. If you go there
today, it may appear to be a healthy
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Leadership changes on South St. Paul School Board

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

On Jan. 13, two newly
elected members of-
ficially took their seats on
the South St. Paul Public
Schools  (SSPPS)  school
board: Ryan Dufly and
Paul Cumings. They suc-
ceed Nikki Laliberte, who
served for eight years, and
board chair John Raasch,
who served for four. Each

was at the end of their term
and chose not to run for re-
election.

At the swearing-in cer-
emony, board member of
two years Kim Humann
was named the new chair.
Anne Claflin is now vice
chair, Paul Cumings, trea-
surer, and Wendy Felton,
clerk. Incumbent Monica
Weber was elected to serve
another term on the board,
and Superintendent Brian

Zambreno was recently ap-
proved to serve another three
years, through June 2028.
Raasch reflected on his
time with the board, includ-
ing two years as chair. He’s a
teacher in a district outside
of South St. Paul and origi-
nally ran for the board be-
cause his kids were in high
school, and he wanted to
bring a fresh perspective to
challenges facing the district.
“We were facing a real

fiscal cliff that could have
really adversely affected
our schools and in turn our
kids,” he said. “I'm very,
very proud of the work that
we accomplished [over the
past four years]. Passing the
learning levy to stabilize the
funding in our schools has
been really pivotal for our
success. ... We have also seen
significant improvement to
the academic outcomes and
the graduation rates for our

kids. We still have a long way
to go but we are tackling that
with a level of focus and rig-
or that I'm really proud of.”

Raasch noted that he de-
cided not to run for another
term because he’s pursuing
higher education to become
a principal. He said being
on the school board is hard
work and as chair he com-
monly had about 30 hours
of weekly responsibilities
on top of his fulltime job. It

didn’t help that he was elect-
ed during the thick of the
pandemic — being sworn in
over Zoom — when learning
models began shifting and
health concerns skyrocketed.

“We're in a community
filled with a very diverse
set of opinions and divided
ideas about what should
be happening inside of our
school system, and trying to
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Developments

from page 1

ensure future developments
to the northern portion don’t
interfere with development in
the southern portion, such as
this one. The property is va-
cant but has previously been
home to Dakota County
Technical College’s meat cut-

ting school and yard space for
Twin City Pallet Co.

Holiday gas station
A new Holiday gas sta-

tion capable of serving

semi-trucks may be built at

the corner of Concord Street
and Villaume Avenue. The

that the developer will not
be seeking flexibility should

the project move forward.

Marie Avenue
reconstruction

In early December, the
City Council approved
about $124,000 in consult-
ing fees for Bolton & Menk
to assist city engineers with
creating the final design for
the Marie Avenue Recon-
struction Project. Work is
slated along Marie from 3rd
Avenue to 9th Avenue, and
includes making sidewalk
connections, bike lanes and
accessibility improvements.
The intersection at 9th and
Marie will also be reconfig-
ured to improve sightlines,

property is owned by Bremer
Bank, which demolished its
old office building there and
built a new one on the end of
the lot. City staff received a
concept plan for the gas sta-
tion last fall that asked for
flexibility from city zoning
requirements to build cano-
pies along Villaume Avenue.
They voiced that a fourth gas
station in the area wouldn’t
likely be found to be “of
public benefi” and there-
fore the chances of getting
flexibility were low. In De-
cember, they were notified

Viking Exteri

Winter is perfect
for window
replacement!

Call 651-256-1061
to find out why.

www.vikingexteriors.com
BC# 003773

ors

N

and flashing beacons will be
added to crosswalks at 7th
and 9th. The project is being
federally funded through a

Safe Routes to School Grant.
Work is expected to begin
this year.

Southview
Boulevard

Dakota County recently
completed a study evaluat-
ing traffic conditions on
Southview Boulevard at the
12th and 13th Avenue inter-
sections. The study stemmed
from public complaints fol-
lowing the removal of a
traffic signal at Southview
Boulevard and 12th Avenue
during the 2018 reconstruc-
tion of Southview Boulevard
(County Road 14) project.
The study found that traffic
in the corridor has increased
about 24% — in part due to
the construction of a Holi-
day gas station at South-
view and 12¢h — but pedes-
trian and driver safety has

~ a4
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Buy 4 vinyl
replacement windows

and get one FREE
Exp. 2/28/2025
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Let us cater your
Big Game Party
on February 9

$500 QFF

Any order over $30
With coupon. Not valid with other offers.
One coupon per visit. Exp. 2/28/25
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ITALIAN RESTAURANT

« “PEOPLE pleasing PIZZA".
Southwew Shoppmg Center 651 450-1270

12th Ave. and Southview Blvd., South St. Paul

Carry Out
DineIn
Delivery

www.sspangelos.com k

WE “"QUR
CUSTOMERS
FREE

Carnation

for the ladies with any purchase
February 11-14, 2025

Southview "66"

725 Southview Blvd., South St. Paul
651-457-2774

Valentine's Day
Heart Shaped
Pizzas $13.95

One item pizza. ’
Feb. 14, 2025 only

Professional Service.
Exceptional Results.

Family owned
and operated
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“CEI\TIFIED A
£ CHIMNeY
LSWeep.En
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MAKE YI]I.IR MONDAY

CHOPHOUSE ===

Chimney Sweeps
ablechimneysweeps.com

Chimney Cleaning, Inspection & Repair

fire. Avoid the danger to
you and your home with
our professional chimney
cleaning services.

Schedule your
service today!

Call 612 867-4252

Based in St. Paul.
Serving the
metro area.

Great River School

strengthened, as evidenced
by fewer crashes and bet-
ter traffic flow. The study
provided several options for
improvements and recom-
mended ongoing monitor-
ing of traffic and crashes to
inform which are necessary.
They include creating a mini
roundabout at the 12th Av-
enue intersection, restricting
parking along the north side
of Southview at 13th Ave.,
adding “cross traffic does not
stop” signs under stop signs
at both intersections, and
installing flashing beacons
at crosswalks of both inter-
sections.

South Concord

The City is studying the
South Concord Corridor to
help guide future redevel-
opment plans there. This is
called for in its 2040 com-
prehensive plan, adopted in
2020. The Corridor refers to
the land in the southeastern
corner of the city, between
Interstate 494 and the com-
munity’s southern border
with Inver Grove Heights.
Swanson Haskamp Con-
sulting, LLC was hired for
the project last summer, with
Michael Lamb Consulting,
LLC as a subcontractor. The
same consultants assisted the
City with the North Con-
cord Mixed Use District

Update project in 2021. The
study consists of completing
a market study of the cor-
ridor, developing an overall
corridor vision, and imple-
menting the corridor vision
by updating zoning codes

and other measures.

American Legion
Library

The City has been work-
ing with the consulting firm
New History since August
2024 to determine options
for the reuse of the Ameri-
can Legion library building
(former city library), which
dates to 1927 and needs
about $1.82 million in
critical maintenance items.
New History wrapped up
its assessment of the build-
ing in November and is now
drawing up options for what
the building could become,
whether private- or city-
owned. The study team gar-
nered community feedback
about possible uses for the
building at the On the Road
Again festival and through
an online survey. More op-
portunities to provide feed-
back will be available in the
coming months and the
firm’s final recommenda-
tion for the building is set
to go before the city council
in May.

l’l/(bmstr@am
Jdoutique

MENDOTA
HEIGHTS

720 MAIN ST. SUITE 108
MENDOTA HEIGHTS. MN
(651) 686-2850

CONNECT WITH US: n MAINSTREAMBOUTIQUEMENDOTA

ani2
"India

Feb23
Czech Republic
and Slovakia

Mar 3o
Guatemala

Apri3
Venezuela

Maya
Ethiopia

Travel the world without
leaving Saint Paul!™

Crafts « Music
Food  Dance

urban 4

expedltlon

passport toadventure « 2025 Bxhibits

1-3 pm | Free | Family friendly

Grades 1-12 | Tuition-free public charter
Academics | Athletics| Community | Respect

World peace through Montessori education
1326 Energy Park Dr., St. Paul | (651) 305-2780 | greatriverschool.org

LANDMARK

456 Concord Exchange S, South St. Paul, MN N

651-350-7743 | stockyardstc.com

C E
landmarkcenter.org e 75 Fifth Street West, Saint Paul, MN 55102
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D&G

from page 1

and create new tastes.”
Popular Jamaican dishes
include ox tail, jerk chicken
and curry chicken. On the
fusion side, big hits are rasta
pasta, jerk chicken tacos

and a jerk chicken sandwich
that’s made with soft cocoa
bread and other atypical
sandwich ingredients such
as cabbage.

“One of the plans that I
have is to create a new menu
just for Valentine’s Day that’s
completely different from
what were serving now,”

said Keane. “I hope to do
a jerk steak. I don’t know
if that has been done any-
where near here before.” He
also noted he will seek a li-
quor license in the coming
months.

The restaurant can seat
about 25. It also has a 30-
seat private event space avail-

able for rent. Additionally,
there’s room for outdoor
dining on the patio. Other
than revamping the food
prep area and a few other
minor additions, the space
was relatively turn-key for
the new owners.

Keane said he has enjoyed
having the chance to interact

a bit more with customers
than he did in New York.
“The response has been
good,” he said. “People from
the community come in and
tell us, “You're welcome here.
We need you here. We want
you here.” and thats very en-
couraging... The most satis-
fying thing for me is when

I prepare a plate and see
the satisfaction that people
have.”

D&G is open 11 a.m.-9
p.m., Monday through Sat-
urday. This spring, be on
the lookout for a weekend
brunch menu. For more

information, call 651-666-
3346.

Pig’s Eye

from page 1

environment but that’s only
because a two-foot soil cap
was installed over the dump.
The situation below the sur-
face is very different.

The Pig’s Eye Dump Task
Force was formed last spring
using $800,000 in state
funding to address PFAS

contamination of Battle
Creek, Pig’s Eye Lake and
nearby groundwater. South
St. Paul Mayor Jimmy Fran-
cis is a member of the group
as well as representatives
from the MPCA, Metropoli-
tan Council, City of St. Paul,
City of Newport, Ramsey

County, Dakota County,
Washington County, Min-
nesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources, Minnesota
Department of Health and
the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers.

Last spring, it was esti-
mated that seven of South
St. Paul’s eight wells fail
new federal Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
drinking water standards re-
garding per- and polyfluoro-

alkyl substances (PFAS), also
known as “forever chemi-
cals” — the limit is no more
than 4 parts per trillion.
While alarming, there is no
need to seek an alternative
water source or boil water.
The city of South St. Paul
has already hired the Min-
nesota Pollution Control
Agency for $1.2 million to
complete well monitoring
and create a corrective ac-
tion plan within three years.

PFAS are prevalent in the
environment and have been
used since the 1940s in
products such as nonstick
cookware, stain-resistant
clothing and firefighting
foam. Exposure to certain
PFAS over a long period of
time can cause cancer and
other illnesses, and expo-
sure during pregnancy or
early childhood can result
in adverse health effects. For
more information on PFAS

and the new drinking water
standard, visit epa.gov and
search “PFAS.”

The task force meets every
other month. The meetings
are open to the public, and
the next one is slated for
9-11 a.m., Thursday, Feb.
13, at the MPCA office,
520 Lafayette Rd. N., St.
Paul. For more information
on the site and survey, visit
pca.state.mn.us.

School board

from page 1

be a leader that represents
our community as a whole
is a challenging task for any
board member to do,” he
said.

Raasch said the board is
eyeing renovations for aging
infrastructure, such as the
South St. Paul Community
Learning Center, which is
slated to get a new roof this
summer. A final facilities plan

is expected to be completed
this spring. He also said to
expect continued partner-
ships between the District
and the City of South St.

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING

Now booking
interior jobs

Call Ed. 651.224.3660 4 Sont
www.mppainting.com

Paul. Last summer, the two
entities jointly adopted a set
of core values: respect, pride,
collaboration, integrity, resil-
ience and equity.

The board meets twice a
month. A meeting schedule
and feedback form can be
found at sspps.org/about/

ROGERS MASONRY

Since 1976
Quality brickwork & tuck pointing
of buildings, stone foundations
and chimneys
licensed, bonded, insured
[ 651-224-6985
WWww.rogers-masonry.com

Semfiors (B0 &% Ollde)

Now accepting applications for 1-bedroom income-
based apartments. Our buildings are updated,
quiet and in a great neighborhood.

e Utilities paid * Onsite laundry ¢ Resident
¢ FElevators ¢ Close to services

e Secured entries shopping * Views of
¢ On bus line ¢ Resident the river
e Det friendly activities

South St. Paul HRA

oice
St. Paul Publishing Co.
1643 So. Robert St,, Ste, 60B
West St. Paul, MN 55118
info@stpaulpublishing.com

stpaulpublishing.com
651-457-177

For more details, call 651-288-8159 or 651-366-6246

Apply online at
Housing.Southstpaul.org

school-board/meetings.
Public comments can be

Six French Bulldogs
for Sale

12 weeks old. Ready for

a new home. Call Tim at

612-236-6895.

submitted electronically for
each meeting, or in person

STATE FARM statefarm
Stremski Agency "
1560 Livingston Ave.
Suite 101, West St. Paul
Home, Auto,
Business,
Financial Services

651-457-6348

at the first meeting of each
month.
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REALTY

AND ASSOCIATES CO.

Metzen Realty and
Associates Co.
412 Southview Blvd.
651-455-2214
metzenrealty.com

spnn

Learn media making and storytelling
skills with our Media Education team.

Create meaningful media by hiring our
Production team or by using our resources

Teach digital literacy skills as a part of our
CTEP AmeriCorps program.

Watch locally produced content on our
channels 14,15,16, and 19.

www.spnn.org
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Student notes

The University of Cen-
tral Arkansas graduate:
Kelly Dodge, master of sci-
ence in education

South Dakota State Uni-
versity dean’s list: Conlan

Ahern

Library

The following events are
held at Kaposia Library,
115 7th Ave. N., South St
Paul. For more information,
visit www.co.dakota.mn.us/
libraries or call 651-480-
0900.

Storytime for ages 2-6,
10:30-11 a.m. each Thurs-
day in February. Includes
books, songs and activities
that help develop early lit-
eracy skills.

Storytime for babies,
10:30-11 a.m. each Friday
in February.

Kaposia Book Club, 7-8
p.m., Monday, Feb. 10. The
title is “The Island of Sea
Women” by Lisa See. For
adults.

Astrological Weaving,
3-5 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 11.
Make a tapestry based on
your astrological sign. Ages
12-18.

Researching and Writing
Historical Fiction, 6:30-8

p-m., Tuesday, Feb. 25.
Discover tools for research-
ing and understanding past
eras, historical archives and
artifacts, and how to embed
them into your story. Pre-
sented by The Loft. Regis-
tration required. For adults.

Homework Help, 3:30-
6:30 p.m. cach Wednesday.
Volunteer tutors are available
to help K-12 students with
any subject.

Fitness programs
at Woog arena

South St. Paul Parks and
Recreation is offering two
fitness programs in February
in the fitness studio at Doug
Woog Arena, 141 6th St. S.

Yoga Sculpt, a modern
style of yoga that incorpo-
rates elements of strength
training and cardiovascular
exercise, is held 12-12:45
p.m. each Monday and
Wednesday. Cost is $25;
drop-in fee is $5 per class.

Strength Training for
Women is offered 9-9:45
a.m. each Tuesday and
Thursday. The class focus-
es on building muscular
strength, endurance, and
overall fitness. Cost is $25;
drop-in fee is $5 per class.

Central Square

The following events are
held at Central Square Com-
munity Center, 100 7¢h Ave.
N., South St. Paul. For more
information, visit commu-
nityed.sspps.org or call 651-
306-3632.

Free Take & Bake Meals
- Free meals (single serve or
to feed a family of four) are
available to all South St. Paul
residents on Mondays after
3 p.m. through Saturday at
2 p.m., while supplies last.

The Fare For All food
program offers affordable
groceries and packages of
produce and meat at up to
40% off retail prices. The
next date is 4-6 p.m., Tues-
day, Feb. 25. Credit, debit,
EBT or cash payments only,
no checks. For more infor-
mation, visit fareforall.org.

Open swim, 9-10:30 a.m
each Saturday in February.
All ages. Ages six and under
must have an adult in the
water with them. $5 per
person or $15 per family.

Senior Center activities
for ages 55 and older

Happy Feet Walk the
Square, 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Monday-Friday. Get some
exercise by walking inside
Central Square.

¥
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QUESTIONS ?

Multiple Bingo games
for cash and prizes

LOCATION: LUTHER
MEMORIAL CHURCH
315 15TH AVE N.

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT
KAPOSIA DAYS

info@kaposiadays.org

2. KAPOSIA DAYS @

*
W06
Fundraiser

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
2:00PM-4:00PM

Popcorn, snacks and beverages
available for purchase.

*

South St. Paul Buzz,
8:30-11 a.m., Monday-
Friday. Enjoy a cup of com-
munity and conversation of
what’s happening around the
community.

Cribbage, noon-2:30
p.m. each Monday

Penny Bingo, 1-2:30 p.m.
each Monday

Woodcarvers Group,
9-11 a.m. each Tuesday.
Bring your own tools and
supplies.

Line Dancing, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. each Tuesday.
Dance to a variety of music
genres.

Craft Day, 1-3 p.m. each
Tuesday. Socialize with other
crafters or learn a new hobby.

500 card games, 11:30
a.m.-2 p.m. each Wednesday
and Friday.

Hand and Foot card
games, 1-2:30 p.m. each
Thursday.

Free lap swimming for
Senior Center members
ages 65 and older, 7:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m., Monday-
Friday; and 7:30 a.m.-1:30
p-m. Saturday. Senior center
membership is $12 a year.

Meeting dates

The South St. Paul City
Council meets at 7 p.m.
the first and third Monday
of each month in the council
chambers at City Hall, 125
3rd Ave. N. For agendas
and city council member
contact information, visit
southstpaul.org or call 651-
554-3284.

The Special School Dis-
trict 6 School Board meets
at 6 p.m. the second and
fourth Monday of each
month.

For agendas and school
board member contact in-

formation, visit sspps.org or
call 651-457-9400.

‘The South St. Paul Lions
Club meets at 7:15 p.m.
the first and third Thursday
of the month (September-
May). Locations vary. For
more information, visit
ssplions.org.

South St. Paul South-
west Lioness-Lions Club
meets the second Thursday
of the month at 6 p.m. at
Angelo’s Italian Restaurant,
1203 Southview Blvd.,
South St. Paul. This group
of women serves the com-
munity through fundraising
and volunteering.

The South St. Paul Gar-
den Club will hold its annu-
al plant sale 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Saturday, May 17 at 1900
Burma Lane, South St. Paul.
The sale features perennials,
heritage vegetables, herbs
and garden accessories.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
The South St. Paul Mayor’s
Youth Task Force will be
delivering CommUNITY
Grams for Valentine’s Day
again this year. This will be
the fifth Valentine’s Day that
task force members have
helped spread joy throughout
the community. Valagrams
can be sent to friends, fam-
ily members, coworkers, an
elderly neighbor down the
block or anyone else living in
South St. Paul. The message

of encouragement can be up
to 100 words.

Valagrams are a great
way to share good news or
to wish someone a great
day or a Happy Valentine’s
Day. The form is available at
southstpaul.org (on the event
calendar page), at South St.
Paul City Hall, 125 3rd Ave.
N., or by contacting Deb
Griffich at 651-554-3230 or
deb.griffith@southstpaul.org.
Once the form is completed
and returned to City Hall,
task force members will cre-
ate a Valagram for you and
place it in a Valentine’s bag
with some fun and tasty
treats. On Saturday, Feb. 8,
task force members will deliv-
er the Valagrams to the recipi-
ents’ doors. Cost is $6 each or
two for $10. The deadline is
Wednesday, Feb. 5. Proceeds
support community activi-
ties hosted by the task force,

including the Kaposia Days
Children’s parade, Disco
BINGO, Fill the Backpack
campaign, the Great Hal-
loween Get Together and the
SSP Annual Food Drive for
Neighbors, Inc.

Valagrams have been the
most popular CommUNITY
gram. During the year, task
force members also deliver
Boo Grams for Halloween
and Jingle Grams at Christ-
mas. CommUNITY Grams
can also be sent throughout
the year for birthdays, anni-
versaries, graduations, or to
anyone who needs cheering
up or recognition for an ac-
complishment. For more in-
formation on the SSP Com-
mUNITY Gram program or
the South St. Paul Mayor’s
Youth Task Force, contact
Deb Griffith, community
affairs, at 651-554-3230 or
deb.griffith@southstpaul.org.

INCOME TAXES.
DIETING.

At least we can make
one of these easier.

Richard "Tiger" Schmitt, CPA
(Highway 62 & Dodd Road)

Call 651-454-0141

tigercpa.com
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Community Love

Love in a community is
about choosing connection,
compassion and shared
purpose. It’s the quiet deci-
sion to look out for one an-
other, celebrate each other’s
strengths, and support those
who need it most. While it
can be easy to get caught up
in daily routines, February
offers a unique opportunity
to pause and intentionally
embrace love — not just in a
romantic sense, but in how
we treat and uplift those
around us.

Valentine’s Day invites us
to appreciate the relation-
ships that matter: family,
friends, neighbors and even
the strangers who cross our
paths. It’s a chance to reflect
on how we show care and
kindness. Love doesn’t need
grand displays; it’s in the
small gestures — a kind word,
a smile, or the gift of time.
These choices, though sim-
ple, can profoundly impact
the connections we build in
our communities.

Black History Month
deepens this call to love by
encouraging us to acknowl-
edge and celebrate the di-
versity that strengthens our

Jimmy Francis
South St. Paul Mayor

shared spaces. Its an op-
portunity to honor the con-
tributions of Black leaders,
thinkers and trailblazers who
have shaped history and con-
tinue to shape our future. By
choosing to listen, learn and
amplify these voices, we not
only show respect but active-
ly create a community where
everyone feels valued, seen
and loved.

Ultimately, love in a
community isn’t just a feel-
ing, it’s an action. It’s in the
conscious choices we make
every day to create positiv-
ity, celebrate diversity and
strengthen the bonds be-
tween us. February, though
short, reminds us that love

50 TUESDAYS

&  powerful vacs

grows when we choose to
nurture it.

Five ways to show
love in February

Support local businesses
or initiatives - Take the time
to shop at small businesses,
particularly those owned
by members of underrepre-
sented groups. Many local
entrepreneurs contribute to
the fabric of the community
and your support can make
a difference.

Reach out to someone
you haven’t spoken to in a
while - Whether it’s a neigh-
bor, a family member or an
old friend, reaching out
to reconnect can brighten
someone’s day. A phone
call, handwritten note or a
thoughtful text can go a long
way in showing someone
they are valued.

Volunteer or donate -
Choose a cause that aligns
with your values and
dedicate some time to it.
Whether it’s a food shelf, a
youth mentorship program
or a cultural organization
celebrating Black History
Month, your efforts can have
a ripple effect of positivity.

Celebrate Black History

Low cost

Month - Attend events, read
books by Black authors or
explore the stories of local
Black leaders in your com-
munity. Sharing what you
learn with others can spark
meaningful conversations
and build deeper connec-
tions.

Perform random acts
of kindness - Small, unex-
pected acts of kindness can
lift someone’s spirits. Pay
for a stranger’s coffee, clear
a neighbor’s driveway or
leave an encouraging note
for someone. These little
moments remind others that
they’re part of a community
that cares.

In a month that celebrates
love in so many forms, the
most powerful way to honor
it is through action. Wheth-
er it’s showing gratitude to
those around us, amplifying
underrepresented voices or
simply being kind, Febru-
ary invites us to choose love
— and to create a stronger,
more connected communi-
ty because of it. To listen to
more conversations like this,
visit heeps://www.southst-
paul.org/With-Love-From-
South-S¢-Paul.
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“FleEarly!

Experienced, professmnal
tax preparation for over
half a century...

Call or stop in today to

schedule your appointment

Hilda E. Mickelson, EA
Patrick M. Mikel, EA
Timothy J. Wheeler, EA

Mickelson's Tax Service
420 S. Robert St., St. Paul
hilda@mickelsonstaxservice.com

651-224-4245

INDOOR
MINIKAHDA MIN| [y
I CONTROLLED

50% OFF

through 4/30/25

for any off dock units 10'x14' or smaller

Based on availability

FREE DISC LOCK WITH ANY RENTAL!
New rentals only. Not valid with other offers. Expires 4/30/25.

1200 North Concord St. * www.minikahda.com

Call 651-450-1202

New Releases
Timeless Classics
Author Readings

Gift cards available

Shop in store or
order for pick-up

or delivery

0 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun. noon-

SUBTEXT BOOKS

o

6 West Fifth Street, St. Paul
651-493-2791
subtextbooks.com

The fast and affordable
way to keep your vehicle
clean —inside and out -
all winter long.

cat Wash ¢,

e “1407 Robeért St. S., WestSt PauI
- . 351 Robert St S, St. Paul

536 Clay St., St Péi‘ul

Take our readership survey to support community journalism

This paper is sustained primarily by advertising, and your feedback helps us
show our advertisers that people enjoy receiving local news free to their
doorstep each month. Please fill out a short survey on our website to

show your support and help us continue to grow.

Find the survey at stpaulpublishing.com
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Children’s

Museum
10 7th St. W.

St. Paul
651-225-6000
mcm.org

Dinosaurs: Land of Fire
and Ice, through May 11.
Travel back in time and
discover what life was like
when dinosaurs roamed the
earth. Dig for fossils, explore
a swampy bog and oozing
volcano, climb through icy
terrain and more.

Exhibits and activities
include “The Scramble,”
“The Studio,” “Creativ-
ity Jam,” “Sprouts,” “Our
World,” “Forces at Play,”
“Shipwreck Adventures” and
“Imaginopolis.” Tickets are
$17 on weekdays and $19
on weekends. Admission is
free the first Sunday of each
month; reservations are re-
quired. The next free date is
February 2.

History Center
345 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul
651-259-3000
mnhs.org

“Girlhood (It’s compli-
cated),” through June 1,
2025. This exhibit from the
Smithsonian’s National Mu-
seum of American History
features more than 100 ob-
jects that explore how young
women have influenced poli-
tics, education, work, health
and fashion.

“Reframing our Stories”
is featured through Octo-
ber 2025. The exhibit was
created from a decades-old
box of photographs simply
labeled “Indians.” Inside
the box were dozens of pic-
tures of Native community
members, organizations, ac-
tivities, and events that are
relevant today.

“Our Home: Native
Minnesota” features historic

and contemporary photo-
graphs, maps and artifacts
that show how Minnesota’s
native communities have
retained cultural practices,
teachings and values.
Other exhibits include
“Minnesota’s Greatest Gen-
eration,” “Then Now Wow,”
“Grainland” and “Weather
Permitting.” Tickets are $15
for adults, $12 for seniors
and college students, and $8
for children ages five to 17.
Admission and parking are
free on Thursdays, 4-8 p.m.

History Theatre
30 E. 10th St.

St. Paul
651-292-4323
Historytheatre.com

“The Root Beer Lady,”
through Feb. 23. Discover
the story of the indomi-
table Dorothy Molter, the
last legal non-indigenous

!. Accreditation

Good, great... A@HinG)!

Your child deserves the best care.

Reisron now opn

Child Care & Montessori — Enrolling ages 6 weeks-8 years

e Two infant
child care rooms

e Experienced Instructors

¢ Flexible Scheduling,
Full- or part-time

e Safe & Supportive
Environment

e Academic Enrichment

for Children K-3rd grade

e Fun activities daily

Space is limited, Call today! 651-451-4433

3105 65th St. E., Inver Grove Heights
ighkids@gmail.com | montessorikidscare.com  Aware

& Child Care Center

Parent
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DRUMLine Live comes
to the Ordway Center
Feb. 21. Experience high-
energy choreographed
routines and tributes to
some of the greatest

musical artists.

resident of the Boundary
Waters. The story reflects
the beauty and hardships of
Molter’s solitary yet satisfy-
ing life. From $25.

Landmark Center
75 5th St. W.

St. Paul
651-292-3225
landmarkcenter.org

Courtroom 317 Con-
certs, all are free and held
noon-1 p.m. Thousand
Tongues-Music from the
Philippines, Thursday, Feb.
13; Donna Stoering and
Friends, Thursday, Feb.
20; Artaria String Quartet,
Thursday, Feb. 27.

Mosaic Festival: Dance
and Music of World Cul-
tures, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Sun-
day, Feb. 16. Experience
cultural customs from na-
tions across the globe: mu-
sic, dance, language, foods,

traditional clothing, and
arts and crafts. $6 adults;
$4 kids; free for ages 6 and
under.

HORA: Dragobete, 1-3
p.m. each Sunday in Febru-
ary. Learn about the Roma-
nian version of Valentine’s
Day. Free.

Ballet Tuesdays, noon-1
p-m. Tuesday, Feb. 11. Bal-
let performances and dem-
onstrations by BalletCo.
Laboratory. Free.

Urban Expedition:
Czech Republic and Slo-
vakia, 1-3 p.m., Sunday,
Feb. 23. Authentic music,
food, dance performances
and crafts. Free.

Woodturning demon-
stration, 1-4 p.m., Sunday,
Feb. 16 in the AAW Gallery
of Wood Art. Free.

Public Building Tour,
12:30 p.m.-1:15 p.m., ev-
ery Sunday. Learn about the

building’s history, gangster
connections and restoration.

MN Museum of

American Art
350 Robert St. N.

St. Paul
651-797-2571
mmaa.org

“Here, Now,” through
May 2027. Discover 150
artworks across media from
historically significant and
notable new artists. All are
in the M’s permanent collec-
tion. The museum is open
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-
Sunday. Admission is free.

Ordway Center
345 Washington St.
St. Paul
651-224-4222
ordway.org

The St. Paul Cham-
ber Orchestra concerts:
Haydn’s Fire Symphony, Jan.

Ethical banking

SUNhISE to hel

BANKS

p our communities thrive.

With COMMUNITY IMPACT DEPOSITS you can turn your
Sunrise Banks account into a meaningful way to drive local community

development. You choose to designate your deposits to projects like
affordable housing, community services, and small businesses.

Learn more at

sunrisebanks.com
or scan the QR code.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Member FDIC | NMLS# 640909

Certified

Corporation
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31-Feb. 1. Four Spirits with
Abel Selaocoe, Feb. 14-15.
All concerts from $16.

Minnesota Opera pres-
ents “The Snowy Day,” Feb.
8-16. A young boy wakes to
find that the first snow of
winter has fallen overnight —
an exciting day of adventure
awaits. From $37.

DRUMLine Live, 7:30
p-m., Friday, Feb. 21. A
musical roller coaster full
of hip-hop, pop, American
soul, gospel, jazz and more
with choreographed routines
and tributes to some of the
greatest artists of our time,
including Prince. From $34.

Fire Shut Up in My
Bones, 2 p.m., Sunday, Feb.
23. Based on the 2014 mem-
oir by Charles M. Blow, with
music by Terence Blanchard,
and libretto by Kasi Lem-
mons. From $15.

Park Square

Theatre
20 W. 7th Place
St. Paul
651-291-7005

parksquaretheatre.org

“The Gin Game,” Feb.
5-23. In the quiet confines
of a retirement home, two
elderly residents form an
unexpected bond over games
of gin rummy. The play poi-
gnantly examines the com-
plexities of aging, loneliness,
and the search for human
connection, questioning
whether life’s unpredictable
“hands” bring victory or de-
feat. From $25.

“Broadway in Love,” 7
p.m., Friday, Feb. 14 and 5
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 15. A
performance of Broadway’s
greatest loves songs. From
$20.

RiverCentre
175 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul
651-265-4800
rivercentre.org

Minnesota Roller Derby,
6 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 8.
From $22.

Minnesota Wedding
Show, noon, Sunday, Feb.
23. Connect with wedding
professionals.

Science Museum

of Minnesota
120 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul
651-221-9444
smm.org

“Mental Health: Mind
Matters,” through Feb. 2.
Unravel the layers of mental
health, using empathy and
understanding to analyze
the specific challenges and
triumphs associated with
mental well-being.

Virtual Reality Trans-
porter - Use the VRT to
hurtle through the cosmos at
fantastic speeds, scuba dive
into prehistoric seas, and
join the astronauts of Apollo
11 as they moonwalk for the
first time. $9.95.

Museum Nights, 5-8
p-m. Fridays and Saturdays.
Explore museum galleries,
check out special Science
Live performances, enjoy
food and drink, then catch
an Omnitheater show.

Omnitheater films:

“Ancient Caves,” through
Feb. 14. Join scientists and
cave divers to explore vast
underground worlds and
elaborate rock foundations
in search of geologic clues
about the planet’s climate
history.

“Fungi Web of Life,”

Like Pets?

through April 13. The film
unravels how plants and ani-
mals would not exist without
mushrooms, molds, yeasts
and toadstools.

“Secrets of the Sea,”
through April 14. From the
smallest krill to the largest
whales, explore how ocean
ecosystems depend on biodi-
versity and a surprising level
of animal cooperation.

“Stellar Tours: A Star is
Born,” Wednesday-Sunday.
Follow the life cycle of a star
through this live digital tele-
scope show.

Tickets are $34.95 for
adults and $24.95 for ages
4-17, and include an Om-
nitheatre show.

n"%

100

Xcel Center
199 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul
651-726-8240

xcelenergycenter.com

Cinch World’s Toughest
Rodeo, 7:30 p.m., January
31-February 1. The world’s
toughest cowboys compete
in bull riding, saddle bronc
riding and bareback riding,
and the thrilling winner-
takes-all showdown round
and women’s barrel racing.
The rodeo opens at 6 p.m.
each night for a pre-show
event “down on the dirt,”
pony rides, the chance to
meet the cowboys and more.
From $27.

Tyler, The Creator, Tues-

cecoe !4*** ®ece.

ANNIVERSARY

day, Feb. 4. From $133.
Sebastian Maniscalco,

Friday, Feb. 14. From $51.
Justin Timberlake, Mon-

day, Feb. 24. From $79.

Other events
Portraits of Indigenous
Authors and Artists,
through June 30, at 3rd
Floor Exhibit Gallery at the
Minnesota State Capitol,
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Blvd. Now featured
is a collection of fine art pho-
tography by John Ratzloff.
This project started when
Ratzloff was invited to pho-
tograph the life and natural
beauty of White Farth Na-
tion. His photography hon-

A Century of Digm’ﬁeél

Our beautiful cemetery is situated on the Pilot
Knob plateau above the Minnesota and Mississippi
Rivers. We are proud of our majestic scenery and
natural environment that is uninhibited by upright
monuments — a stunning park-like setting.

Established in 1925, Acacia Park Cemetery sits 350
feet above the Mississippi River, just south of the
Mendota Bridge across from historic Fort Snelling.
Pilot Knob was an early 19th Century viewing point

each, like the park itself, named after a type of tree.
Ash, oak, pine, maple, elm, locust and linden are
among the varieties dressing the park’s rolling terrain.
A stone chapel, built in the 1930s with stone from the
old St. Paul courthouse provides an added remnant of

a historical era.

Visitors to Acacia Park are greeted by a 40-foot
steel bell tower donated to Acacia Park by Eva Hope
Miller in memory of her husband Major General Ray

Service

ors the voices and legacies of
Indigenous leaders, offering
a unique visual narrative
that celebrates their contri-
butions to art, culture and
advocacy. Open weekdays 8
a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturdays 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Free.

HANDYMAN

MR. LARRY FOR HIRE

| do painting, repairs
& cleaning of homes
and apartments
Window Washing
Gutter Cleaning
and Repairs
Insured

651-399-4304

for such frontiersmen as Zebulon Pike and Josiah Snel-

Earn extra income without
leaving your home!

Become a host for
the pet of your
dreams!

¢ No expense to you

e Select the type of
dog or cat you want

e Choose your schedule

Pets Are Inn is seeking good people to care for
dogs and/or cats when their owners travel.

All pets are pre-screeened and placed based
on the needs of the pet and
your preferences. Pets are
brought to you. Families,
couples, and individuals are
encouraged to apply!

Call 651-292-8933
petsareinn.com

@ets Are I,

ling. Native Americans often insisted that agreements
be signed there because it was the site “closer to
the heavens.” Its majestic aura continues to impress
visitors with the same peace that infused the Native
Americans many years ago.

Acacia Park offers 21 different sections of property,

S. Miller. The bell tower stands eminently in the main
courtyard and its symmetrical grace lends a ceremo-
nial harmony to the memorial grounds.

The Audubon Society recognized Acacia Park for its
bird sanctuary, which attracts thousands of birds each
year. The cemetery is also home to deer, wild turkeys,
fox, and albino squirrels.

e Sections specifically designed for
casket or cremation burial

e Convenient no-interest pre-
payment plans for three years

e No-obligation information and
tour of the cemetery grounds

e Markers, vaults, vases, urns and
lawn crypts for purchase
Cremation options
Serving all faiths

2151 Pilot Knob Road
Mendota Heights
651-452-1555
acaciaparkcemetery.org
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Winter Fun

inside and out

Tim Spitzack
Editor

One cool thing about
our city is that there’s
always something fun to do
— inside and out — even in
the heart of winter. We're a
hardy bunch and event or-
ganizers know a little snow
and cold won’t keep us from
having a good time. Here’s
what’s on tap in the coming
weeks.

Snowshoe by
candlelight

South St. Paul Parks and
Recreation is hosting a
candlelight snowshoe hike
at Kaposia Park at 5 p.m.,
Wednesday, Feb. 5. The
trails will be illuminated by
candlelight for a serene walk
through the woods. Snow-
shoe rentals will be available
for kids and adults, although
they are limited and available
on a first-come, first-served
basis. If you don’t have snow-
shoes, you can still hike the
trails. The event is free. Food

trucks will offer hot food and

beverages for purchase.

South St. Paul Parks and
Recreation is offering Cross-
country ski lessons 3:30-
5 p.m., on Mondays and
Wednesdays, Feb. 3-12 at
Como Park and Battle Creek
Regional Park. Designed for
beginners, instruction fo-
cuses on fundamental tech-
niques like gliding, balanc-
ing and the proper use of ski
poles. Skis are provided for
kids. $20.

For more information,
visit southstpaul.org or call

651-366-6200.

St. Paul Winter
Carnival

The St. Paul Winter Car-
nival is in full swing and
there’s still time to enjoy the
ice sculptures at Rice Park,
snow sculptures and Vulcan
Snow Park at the State Fair-
grounds, and to witness the
Vulcan Victory Torchlight
Parade and overthrow of
King Boreas. For more in-
formation on the following
Winter Carnival events, visit
wintercarnival.com.

Space Fest:
Cosmic Chaos

February 14-16

With a crash and a bang (a big one), we're gearing up for the 7th annual
Space Fest: Cosmic Chaos. Get ready for crashes, collisions, astronomical
anomalies, and all the things we have yet to understand about our universe.
Stop by February 14 for our late night Star Party or during the day on
February 15 and 16 for in-person activities and events. Just watch out for

that black hole...

Event details: z.umn.edu/space-fest-2025
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Around the World in a
Day Kids & Family Day,
11 am.-5 p.m., Feb. 1 at
the Landmark Center. En-
tertaining performances by
local cultural groups, edu-
cational presentations, arts
and crafts, storytelling, and
other activities for all ages.
Vendors will also be selling
their wares and food.

Union Depot’s Doggie
Depot, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Feb.
1. Includes the crowning of
the Canine King & Queen,
giveaways, a marketplace,
and visits with pet experts.

From 2-9 p.m., stop by the
Great Northern Ice Bar on
the North Plaza at Union
Depot.

Vulcan Victory Torch-
light Parade, Feb. 1. The
parade starts at 5:30 p.m.
at Smith Avenue and West
Seventh and ends at Rice
Park. Following the parade,
the 2025 Krewe will gather
at the steps of the George
Latimer Central Library for
the ever-dramatic overthrow
of King Boreas. A fireworks
show will follow.

Vulcan Victory Dance,
7:30 p.m., Feb. 1 at the In-
terContinental St. Paul Riv-
erfront, 11 Kellogg Blvd. E.
Rhino will play a wide range
of tunes from funk to R&B
to retro-pop and current
chart-topping singles. For
tickets, visit vulcanvictory
dance.com.

Minnesota lce
Festival

The Minnesota Ice Fes-
tival runs through Feb. 16
at TCO Stadium, Viking
Lakes, 2645 Vikings Circle,
Eagan. It features a massive
18,000-square-foot ice maze
(recently named the world’s
largest by Guinness World
Records), a 44-by-80-foot
skating rink, multi-lane ice
slide, ice bar, food trucks,

outdoor firepits and warm-
ing house. The event also
features the Carver Cup ice
sculpting competition Jan.
30-Feb. 1. Ice sculpting
teams from across the coun-
try compete to create spec-
tacular works of art and the
chance to win a cash prize
and the Carver Cup trophy.
Festival hours are 4-10 p.m.
Thursdays and Fridays, 11
a.m.-10 p.m. Saturdays and
11 am.-9 p.m. Sundays.
Tickets are $24.99 for ages
15 and older and $12.99 for
ages 5-14. For more infor-
mation, visit minnesotaice-
festival.com.

MH Frozen Fun Fest

The Mendota Heights
Parks and Recreation De-
partment is hosting its an-
nual Frozen Fun Fest Febru-
ary 3-9. Here’s the line-up.
Some events require registra-
tion. For more information
or to register, visit mendota-
heightsmn.gov/500/Frozen-
Fun-Fest.

The medallion hunt be-
gins Monday, Feb. 3 and
runs through Sunday, Feb.
9, or until the medallion is
found. The winner receives
a Minnesota-themed gift
basket valued at $200. The
medallion will be in a city
park and daily clues will be

$27.00/hr. (DOQ).

Now Accepting
Applications

School-year Positions

Paraprofessional - Work with students in a classroom
assisting teachers, before/after-school child care OR
supervise groups of students. Full-time or part-time.
Starting base wage $21.50/hr. (DOQ).

Bus Drivers - Safely transport students to and from
school. Paid training & CDL certification. Starting wage

Nutrition Services - Prepare and serve breakfast and
lunch for students. Starting base wage $21.25/hr.
Custodian - Perform cleaning, event set—up/cleon—
up, and ensure safety of buildings. Full-time starting
base wage $23.31/hr. Part-time and seasonal starting
base wage $20/hr. (DOQ).
Kids Club Supervisor - Lead a school-age child care
program in one of our elementary buildings and
supervise paraprofessional staff. Full-time, 12-month.
Starting base wage $21.93/hr. (DOQ).
For more information and to apply:
sowashco.org/careers
EOE

Available

posted at 9 a.m. beginning
Feb. 3 on the City’s website
and at facebook.com/MH-
ParksandRec.

Ice Block Party, 5-8 p.m.,
Friday, Feb. 7 at Friendly
Hills Park, 2360 Pueblo Ln.
An evening of live music,
snowshoeing among lumi-
naries (snowshoes available
to use for free), ice skating,
hot chocolate, food trucks
and more. Music takes place
in an enclosed, heated tent.
The Teddy Bear Band will
perform 5-5:45 p.m. and
the Beatnik Brothers 6:30-
8 p.m.

Puzzle competition, 9
a.m.-noon, Saturday, Feb.
8, at Somerset Elementary
School, 1355 Dodd Rd.
Teams and individuals will
race to finish a 500-piece
puzzle. Kids ages 8-14 will
compete to complete a
100-piece puzzle, beginning
at 10:45 a.m. Each member
of the winning team will re-
ceive a puzzle to take home.
Free. Registration required.

Learn to Ice Fish, 2-4
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 8 at
Roger’s Lake Park, 1000
Wagon Wheel Trail. Dis-
cover why ice fishing is so
popular in Minnesota and
learn how to be successful
at it. Equipment provided.
Free.

Coffee with the Council,
9-10 a.m., Sunday, Feb. 9 at
Par 3 Golf Course, 1695
Dodd Rd. Join city council
members for a cup of java
and conversation.

Coloring contest, Feb.
3-9. Color a wintery mas-
terpiece for a chance to
win prizes. There will be
two categories: ages 5 and
under, and 6-12. Coloring
sheets can be picked up at
Mendota Heights City Hall,
1101 Victoria Curve, or
found online. Drop off com-
pleted coloring sheets at City
Hall during normal business
hours or after hours in the
outdoor utility bill drop box
at City Hall.

WSP Winter Fun Fest
The annual Winter Fun
Fest in West St. Paul returns
2-5 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 15,
at Dodge Nature Center,
1701 Charlton St. Activities
include horse-drawn wagon
rides, snowshoeing, boot
hockey, ice golf, otter slid-
ing, kicksledding and more.
Visitors can also join a me-
dallion hunt for the chance
to win a prize package, enjoy
music and a toasty bonfire,
and more. All activities are
free. Food and beverages will
be available for purchase. For
more information, visit dod-
genaturecenter.org/event/
winter-fun-fest or call 651-

455-4531.



ommunity

Your community news and information source

The car wash dress

My sister took me to task.
“You know I was not being
mean about your dress, don’t
you?”

She meant the dress that
she had said made me look
like a car wash — the part
of the car wash where the
flappy things slap the car
dry. My dress looked a lot
like that, especially if I spun
around. I thought this was
hilarious and mentioned it
in a column.

“Of course I knew you
weren't being mean!” I told
her.

It was not my intention
to be so amusing, wearing
the car wash dress. From a
certain angle, it looks pretty
stylish. It was some design-
er’s idea of a good look, and
because I wear a smaller size,
I can usually fit into these
ill-conceived but affordable
cast-offs I find on the inter-
net. Not all of them work
out. But I'm delighted when
I can cause some unexpected
merriment simply by show-
ing up in an $11 used dress.

My sister ought to know.
She should know that, at

POSTSCRIPT

7 S

Carrie Classon

CarrieClasson.com

62, 'm not angling for
some best-dressed list. I'm
all about having fun with
clothes, trying weird and
different things, and a lot of
those things absolutely are
not going to work out. That’s
fine with me. I still have the

Expanded
Coverage

-

/

-

stpaulpublishing.com

Luther Memorial
Church
315 15th Ave. N.
651-451-2400
luther-memorial.com
St. Augustine’s
Catholic Church
408 3rd St. N.
651-455-1302
holytrinitysspmn.org
L]

First Presbyterian
535 20th Ave. N.
651-451-6223
fpcssp.org

[ )
Woodbury
Lutheran
Wakota Ridge
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car wash dress. It’s black, so
I could wear it to a funeral
sometime when I felt a little
levity might be welcomed at
the end of the service.

My family has a fine tradi-
tion of teasing. [ know some
people find this hard to be-
lieve, and I know some peo-
ple tease cruelly. That’s not
what I mean at all. The teas-
ing in my family has always
been delivered with a heavy
dose of love. Since I was a
small child, I've known that
the person who got teased
was loved and the more
people teased, the more love
there was.

My dad and his sister were
terrible to each other. My fa-
ther always gave my aunt the

Get your
newspaper
delivered to

your mailbox!

Just $30/year for USPS
delivery. To subscribe,
call 651-457-1177.

meanest birthday cards, until
one year she said, “Just once,
I'd like a nice birthday card.”

The next year, my father
went on a mission to find
the most maudlin, absurdly
sentimental, “To My Be-
loved Sister” birthday cards
he could find. He found
three, doused them in per-
fume, and presented them to
her. (My dad also made her
a rather nice set of candle-
holders in his woodshop that
year, as | recall.)

They both laughed so hard
they had to wipe away tears.

She never asked for another
nice card. So when my sis-
ter tells me I look like a car
wash, it makes my day. I feel
seen. I feel loved.

Being able to tell someone
they look like a car wash
means you know them well.
She knows I have an over-
sized interest in buying
dresses — too many dresses
— for cheap on the internet.
She knows I'm not terribly
self-conscious. (OK, I'm a
bit of a ham.) Most of all,
she knows that I know she
loves me. She has supported

me through every crazy and
life-disturbing decision and
event — career changes, a di-
vorce, and moves across the
country. There has never
been a moment of my life
when I have doubted that
my sister would be there for
me.

So, she gets to tease me.

I am definitely keeping the
car wash dress. And it’s not
the last crazy dress [ will buy.
I figure its my duty to give
my sister something new to
laugh about.

Till next time.
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Let the Back in Balance team help
get you back on track to better
health. We use the most advanced
techniques to diagnose and treat a
wide variety of injuries and ailments.

Back in Balance

CHIROPRACTIC & REHAB CLINIC
1525 Livingston Ave.
West St. Paul
651-455-5264
I3 ‘ www.backinbalancemn.com

GRAST©N®

T E

Dr. Scott A. Mooring
Owner & Clinic Director

Best Chiropractors
Award 2014-2019

C H N I Q U

Call today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION
Back Pain | Neck Pain | Headaches
Shoulder Pain | Tennis Elbow
Shin Splints | Sciatica | Plantar Fasciitis
Knee Problems | Much More

Minnesota

Dr. Debby Jerikovsky

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another.” Hebrews 10: 24-25
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St. Sava Serbian
Orthodox church
357 2nd Ave. S.
651-451-0775
www.stsavamn.org
Saint John Vianney
Catholic Church
789 17th Ave. N.
651-451-1863
info@sjvssp.org

Sf. Stefan
Romanian
Orthodox Church
350 5th Ave. N.
651-451-3462
sfantulstefan.org
St Mary’s Coptic
Orthodox Church
501 6th Ave. S.
651-455-8947
stmarymn.org
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Can Al help us lead in 20257

10 lessons from a year using ChatGPT in public service

n January 2024, I em-

barked on a yearlong
journey to explore how
artificial intelligence (Al)
tools — specifically Chat-
GPT - could enhance my
work as chair of the Dakota
County Board. Leading
a fast-growing county of
455,000 residents demands
immense time and energy,
and I was curious: could Al
boost productivity without
compromising quality? The
results surprised me, offer-
ing valuable insights into
leadership, technology and
human connection.

Amplifying productivity
and creativity - Throughout
the year, ChatGPT helped
me craft 33 speeches, 24
newsletters, 12 newspaper
columns and 91 social media
posts. Among the highlights
was carrying out a cohesive
campaign to call attention
to Dakota County’s ground-
breaking achievement as the
first U.S. county able to gen-
erate more electricity from
renewable energy sources
than our county buildings
and facilities consume. By
streamlining communica-
tion efforts, Al freed me to
engage more directly with
constituents, attend events

Joe Atkins

Dakota County Commissioner

and focus on policymaking.
Strengthening com-
munity engagement - Al-
assisted content often per-
formed as well as, or better
than, my solo efforts. For
instance, a December social
media post about Dakota
County’s superior financial
rating — higher than 33 states
and 181 nations — sparked
significant engagement.
ChatGPT not only drafted
compelling text but also sug-
gested an eye-catching im-
age, transforming a dry topic
into one that resonated with
thousands of readers.
Striking the human-Al
balance - While ChatGPT
excelled at producing pol-
ished, structured content,

it couldn’t replace the emo-
tional depth needed for cer-
tain moments. At the Octo-
ber grand opening of Dakota
County’s Veterans Memorial
Greenway, for example, Al
struggled to capture the
profound sacrifices of local
heroes in attendance. Per-
sonal anecdotes and heartfelt
touches were indispensable.

Mastering the art of
prompting - The quality of
ChatGPT’s outputs heav-
ily depended on how well
I framed my prompts. For
instance, when drafting a
speech highlighting Dakota
County’s national awards
in public safety, health and
infrastructure — all achieved
while maintaining Minne-
sota’s lowest taxes — precise
instructions made all the
difference.

Navigating ethical con-
siderations - Transparency
was key. I openly shared with
constituents that I was ex-
perimenting with Al to en-
hance efficiency and free up
more time for direct service.
I also never shared constitu-
ent data or identifying infor-
mation with ChatGPT. At
its core, Al is a tool — like a
pen or a computer — and its
ethical use depends on the

person wielding it.

Recognizing AD’s limita-
tions - Al wasn’t without
its flaws. Its outputs occa-
sionally lacked nuance or
accuracy, underscoring the
importance of thorough
fact-checking and incorpo-
rating local context.

Supporting, not leading,
policy - I never used Al to
create policy, but it sup-
ported research efforts. For
example, ChatGPT helped
me explore innovative ways
to keep libraries relevant in
a digital age. Together with
recommendations from ex-
pert library staff, Dakota
County expanded self-ser-
vice hours, launched a new,
highly popular branch, and
eliminated outdated fines,
earning the county the title
of Minnesota’s Best Library
System from Minnesota Star
Tribune readers.

Preparing for the future -
This experiment highlighted
ATl’s potential to improve
governance, from policy
research to service delivery.
However, it also underscored
the need for human over-
sight. No tool can replace
insights from constituents,
colleagues, staff and stake-

holders.

Discovering AI’s sense of
humor - Surprisingly, Chat-
GPT’s light and positive hu-
mor often aligned with my
own, making collaboration
enjoyable. While neither of
us will write for “Saturday
Night Live,” this shared tone
helped make complex topics
more accessible and engag-
ing for audiences.

Reflecting on impact -
Al encouraged clearer, more
consistent communication,
particularly on complex top-
ics like county finances. This
experience reaffirmed that
leadership is fundamentally
about connection, trust and
vision, qualities that no Al
can replicate.

The surprise ending -
The entirety of the column
above was composed by
ChatGPT and it illustrates
both the best and worst of
Al The best work that Chat-
GPT performed for me in
2024 occurred when I used
it essentially as a super-
charged thesaurus. I would
draft material for speeches,
newsletters and social media,
then sometimes run the text
through ChatGPT to see if it
generated better word choic-
es or phrasing. Occasionally
it did, and it deserves credit
for this. Typically, though,
the tool merely rephrased
or rearranged, with little
difference or meaningful

improvement. The worst
part about ChatGPT was its
misguided need to impress
and exaggerate, to the point
of inaccuracy. Using it for
research proved even more
futile, since the time it took
me to fact-check Al’s sources
exceeded any time it saved.

The bottom line - My
yearlong experiment with
ChatGPT kept remind-
ing me of the famous Cliff
Clavin character from the
old TV show “Cheers”: fun
to engage with but possess-
ing an oversized ego too
careless with facts to be reli-
able. Nonetheless, I remain
hopeful AI will eventually
help improve public service,
making it more efficient, ef-
fective and accessible. Only
time will tell. For now, I'm
going to continue serving
Dakota County and the
folks I represent the same
way I have for the past eight
years, through old-fashioned
hard work, staying in touch,
and working together to get
good things done.

Joe Atkins represents Dis-
trict 2 on the Dakota County
Board, which includes South
St. Paul, West St. Paul and
Inver Grove Heights. He wel-
comes feedback. To share com-
ments, concerns or questions,
contact him at Joe.Atkins@
co.dakota.mn.us or 651-438-
4430.

than ever.
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Our patrons make this newspaper possible

We invite you to join the cause

You're reading this because you value
community journalism. We thank you for
being a loyal reader and humbly ask that
you help support our cause.

For over 50 years we've provided in-depth
coverage of the communities we serve
— free of charge. This is possible through
our advertising clients, subscribers and
residents who make voluntary donations.
Today, with rising printing, delivery and
labor costs, we need your support more

Each month we bring you stories that
help you be a better informed citizen.
Coverage includes local governmental

e
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affairs, pressing social issues, economic
development, new business openings,
entertainment and more. We are locally
owned and employ professional journalists
who live in the communities we serve and
uphold the highest journalistic standards.
We pride ourselves on delivering well-
written and well-researched articles that
are interesting, informative and free of

opinion and bias.

Donations of any amount are much
appreciated. Mail yours to: St. Paul
Publishing Co., 1643 S. Robert St,, Suite 60B,
West St. Paul, MN 55118. Mailbox delivery is
also available for $30/year.

If you can't make a financial contribution
you can also help us by subscribing to our
FREE e-editions for expanded coverage.
This shows our advertisers that you value
community news. When you request
our FREE e-editions, you will receive one
email a month with a link to our four dif-
ferent publications. We won't contact
you more than that, and your informa-
tion will not be sold or shared with third
parties. Request our e-editions at
info@stpaulpublishing.com. This is an
edasy, no-cost way to show you care
about community journalism.

“I appreciate your journalism and reporting
covering these communities. | am especially
grateful for your approach to the diverse,
timely, informative, and interesting topics you
cover. News features, as well as local adver-
tising, are an important part of my monthly
reading.” - Judy P. (loyal reader & patron)
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St. Paul Publishing Co.

Your community news and
information source since 1966

The St. Paul Voice
Downtown St. Paul Voice
South St. Paul Voice

La Voz Latina
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Neighbors, Inc.

Dawn Wambeke
President & CEO

In this editorial, we are
celebrating Black History
Month and volunteerism.

Black History Month
is a time to reflect on and
celebrate the rich history,
achievements and contribu-
tions of African Americans.
Its establishment is credited
to Carter G. Woodson, one
of the first scholars to study
the history of the African di-
aspora. In 1916, he found-
ed The Journal of Negro His-
tory, and in 1926 established
“Negro History Week,” the
precursor of Black History
Month.

The National Museum
of African American His-
tory and Culture is dedicat-
ing this year to celebrating
the multifaceted brilliance
of Black women, honoring
their resilience and contri-

butions to society. We re-
member Sarah Boone, who
received a patent in 1892
for an improved ironing
board, and Marie Van Brit-
tan Brown, who co-invented
the home security system.
Other notable Black in-
ventors are Garrett Morgan,
who improved the traffic
light through the three-
light system, and Frederick
McKinley Jones, who in-
vented the refrigerated truck.
African Americans were
at the forefront of the civil
rights movement, exempli-
fied by Thurgood Marshall’s
leadership as chief attorney
in the landmark Brown v.
Board of Education case,
Rosa Parks’ courageous de-
fiance in Montgomery, Ala.,
and the relentless determi-
nation of the Freedom Rid-

ers in 1961 who challenged
segregation in the American
South.

Although African Ameri-
cans have contributed sig-
nificantly to the historical
and cultural fabric of the
United States, they have
encountered substantial
adversity throughout his-
tory. For example, when
the National Housing Act
of 1934 introduced 30-year
mortgages and fixed interest
rates to allow more people to
buy a home, it did not ben-
efit everyone. The process
of redlining excluded some
racial groups from living
in certain neighborhoods.
That process was eventu-
ally outlawed in 1968 with
the Fair Housing Act but it
has left a deep and enduring
impact on our community,
contributing significantly to
health disparities and the ho-
meownership gap. A study
from 2015-2020 highlights
this stark contrast: 77.5% of
White households in Min-
nesota own their homes
compared to 30.5% of Black
households. The rates are
even lower in the metro area.

Neighbors, Inc. is dedicat-
ed to enhancing the finan-
cial well-being of all people

FIVIT

Bring it. Repair it. Enjoy it—

Get free help from skilled volunteers to troubleshoot
and fix small household appliances, clothing,

electronics, mobile devices and more.

Sunday, Jan. 19, 1-4 p.m.

Two Rivers High School, 1897 Delaware Ave, Mendota Heights

Saturday, Feb. 15,10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Galaxie Library, 14955 Galaxie Ave., Apple Valley
Saturday, March 15, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Dakota Lodge, 1200 Stassen Lane, West St. Paul

For dates and details, scan the QR code or visit
www.dakotacounty.us, search Fix-It Clinic

W

COUNTY

through a range of services.
From improving financial
literacy and reducing debt
to guiding major purchases,
we provide comprehensive
support. We also help peo-
ple secure family-sustaining
wage jobs by offering free
assistance in resume build-
ing, interview preparation,
job-specific training and job
placement. This is all made
possible through financial
support from our funders,
partnerships with businesses,
and invaluable mentorship
from community members.
Together, we are building a
stronger, more financially
secure community.

Volunteerism

Neighbors, Inc. was
founded over 52 years ago
by local churches and volun-
teers. Today, we have more
than 325 dedicated volun-
teers who bring our mission
to life and nearly double
our staffing capacity each
day. They play a crucial role
by helping us significantly
increase our reach, reduce
operational costs and en-
hance community engage-
ment.

Neighbors offers a wide
and growing array of mean-

Call or Email

(612) 254-2624

ingful volunteer opportuni-
ties, ranging from helping in
our thrift store, to ensuring
that families have healthy
and nutritious food, and
mentoring individuals in
their job search. Whether
you can commit to a one-
time event or prefer a weekly
or monthly engagement, we
have a place for you. Our
self-scheduling is a breeze
and allows volunteers to
schedule based on their
availability.

Volunteering not only
strengthens our community
but also enriches the life of
volunteers. By giving your
time, you can make a tan-
gible difference, build last-
ing relationships, and gain a
sense of fulfillment. Togeth-
er, we can create a stronger,
more vibrant community.
Consider volunteering at
Neighbors, Inc. or one of
our other local nonprofits.
Your time and effort can
make a world of difference.
We are incredibly grateful
for our volunteers, and truly
believe they are our “super-
power.”

Inclusion stands as a core
value at Neighbors, Inc. We
are committed to diversity,
equity, inclusion, belonging

and justice. Our aim is to
welcome all communities
and cultivate an environ-
ment where every individual
experiences a genuine sense
of belonging.

As always, I'd love to con-
nect. You may reach me at
dawn@neighborsmn.org,
651-272-1135 or by stop-
ping by our office. Stay
connected with Neighbors
neighborsmn.org.

Volunteer
In Your
Community

Lutheran Social Service of
MN is seeks volunteers
age 55 or over in your
area to provide compan-
ionship to older adults or
mentor school-age
children. Volunteers
commit to regular weekly
hours for a tax-free
stipend and mileage
reimbursement. Contact
us at 888.205.3770, or
AmericorpsSeniors@
Issmn.org for more infor-
mation and to make an
impact in your
community.

LuGheran
v Social Service
of Minnesota

)
h ¥

Your Pickleball Hub

Scan to Start Your Trial Membership

1 Free Court Rental
Mention
CODE : HEIGHTSVOICE
(1 per household)

Fun@HeightsRacquetMN.com

1415 MENDOTA HEIGHTS RD MENDOTA HEIGHTS

RACQUET &
SOCIAL CLUB

HeightsRacquetMN.com
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Preparing every student for their next step in life
through high-quality, individualized programs,
services, and personalized learning.

Empowering through Exploration and Enrichment
Talent Development and Advanced Academics
Personalized Multi-Tiered Systems of Support

Safe and Inclusive Environment I : g - "‘
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Apply for FREE at
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A member of Minnesota State

_y?\ 2 ~

. River Heights

by Vivie

Life at River Heights is about enjoying each day your way. Whether you need help with daily tasks or just want a

welcoming place to call home, our community is designed to support your independence while surrounding you with
care and connection.

Ready to discover life at River Heights? Move in by March 31, 2025, and enjoy your first month'’s rent free’.

Visit vivie.org/river-heights or call 612-827-8620 to schedule a tour.
*Guidelines apply.

744 19th Avenue N., South St. Paul, MN 55075
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