
Volume 59  |  Number 4 Your Community News & Information Source April 2025

The St. Paul

Gardening  / Page 6
Art Crawl / Page 4 DARTS / Page 2

Library closure / 
Page 3

Tim Spitzack
Editor

If you think the quality of fruits and 
vegetables in supermarkets these days 

has diminished, your observation is 
not off-base. According to a 2024 Na-
tional Library of Medicine report, the 
nutritional quality of food worldwide 
has declined significantly over the past 
70-plus years due to changes in farming 
techniques, artificial fertilization, pesti-
cides, the cultivation of high-yielding 
varieties and environmental factors that 
deplete the soil. Apples, oranges, ba-
nanas and tomatoes, for example, have 
lost 25-50% nutritional density since 

the 1940s. To combat this trend, many 
have turned to growing food them-
selves, either in their own backyard or 
a community garden. While there is a 
fair amount of work involved, any avid 
gardener will tell you it’s worth the ef-
fort because you can enjoy nutritious, 
fresh produce within minutes or days of 
harvest. 

There are other benefits as well. Nu-
merous studies show that gardening is 
a source of exercise that helps improve 
strength, balance and flexibility, and 
improves mental health by reducing 
anxiety, depression and stress. Commu-
nity gardens benefit neighborhoods by 

DARTS president to 
retire; reflects on a 
decade of change

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

Over the past 10 years, DARTS 
president Ann Bailey has ac-

complished a great deal. She ex-
panded the nonprofit’s program-
ming and reach, and also guided 
it across its 50-year milestone and 
through a major financial shift. 
Through it all, she saw firsthand the 
difference that community makes 
in the lives of seniors. Although 
her devotion to the organization 
remains strong, she recently an-
nounced her retirement, effective 
July 1. The DARTS board of direc-
tors is now seeking a new leader to 
take the reins by June to allow time 
for transition.

In recognition of her accomplish-
ments and the lasting impact she 
made on Dakota County, Bailey 
received a Legacy Award from the 
Dakota County Regional Chamber 
last year. Additionally, under her 
leadership, DARTS has been recog-
nized by the Chamber as nonprofit 
of the year, business of the year, and 
a champion of diversity, equity, in-
clusion and belonging. Last year, 
DARTS recruited more Spanish-
speaking staff and began hosting 
Café y Conversaciones, a monthly 
social and game hour at the DARTS 
office where members of the Latino 
community can voice concerns and 
discuss issues for which they need 
support.

Bailey learned about DARTS 

Wentworth Library to close for yearlong renovation

Unleash your inner farmer
Opportunities abound at area community gardens

Sample St. Paul
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Submitted photo
Planting day at the Capitol View Communal Garden and Orchard.

Spring Crawl begins 
on the West Side

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

With winter in the rearview mir-
ror, it’s finally time to stretch 

those legs and enjoy the sunshine, 
and what better way to do it than 
with St. Paul’s biannual art crawl. 
This spring, it’s being held over 
three weekends, with participating 
sites open based on what city ward 
they’re located in. The West Side and 
Downtown, both in Ward 2, will 
kick off the fun April 25-27. Wards 
5-7 will run May 2-4, and Wards 1, 
3 and 4 will host events May 9-11. 
A full list of participating sites and 
what they offer is below.

One venue that has picked up 
considerable steam in recent years 
is F-O-K Studios at 106 W. Water 
St. on the West Side. It resides in the 
historic Farwell, Ozmun, Kirk & Co. 
factory building that was transformed 
into artist studios many years ago and 
recently has been the cornerstone of a 
new housing district dubbed Farwell-
on-Water. During the Crawl, F-O-K 
visitors will be able to explore three 
floors of artist studios and a gallery 
space, getting the chance to meet 
more than 50 resident and guest 

Jake Spitzack
Staff Writer

On April 7, Wentworth 
Library in West St. 

Paul will close for the start 
of a yearlong $7.4 million 
renovation project. During 
the closure, temporary li-
brary space will be located 
on the second floor of the 
Dakota County Northern 
Service Center, 1 Mendota 
Road W., West St. Paul. 

Visitors will be able to pick 
up holds, browse a limited 
collection of materials and 
use self-checkout, and ac-
cess computers, copiers 
and printers on weekdays, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Some staff 
will be present.

Last renovated in 2008, 
Wentworth Library is one 
of 10 branches of the Da-
kota County Library system. 
Work includes infrastructure 
upgrades, moving the multi-

stall public restrooms in the 
entryway further inside the 
building, relocating all nine 
study rooms and making 
them handicap-accessible, 
adding meeting and confer-
ence rooms, and replacing 
furniture. Relocating the 
study rooms from the south-
ern wall to the center of the 
building will allow for bet-
ter temperature control in 
the rooms, which has been 
known to fluctuate, allow 

staff to better see inside the 
rooms, and provide more 
daylight for library users. 
Six of the rooms will be for 
individual use and three will 
accommodate two people.

The large meeting room 
near the entryway will re-
main and another room is 
being added that can seat 
up to 14. The existing me-
dium-sized meeting room 
will be updated, and a pro-
gram room will be added. 

Program rooms are a new 
concept that the County first 
launched at the Kaposia Li-
brary in South St. Paul, built 
last year. These multifunc-
tion rooms feature special-
ized equipment like sewing 
machines and 3D printers 
and are open for arts and 
crafts and other programs. 
The one at Wentworth will 
have a sink, storage space 
and furniture that can be 
reconfigured for groups of 

varying sizes. 
The children’s area will get 

a large interactive play fea-
ture and a calming room for 
kids with sensory sensitivi-
ties. The space will also be 
revamped to be more wel-
coming for older kids, and a 
teen area will remain.

“Another space that will 
be new to this location is 
an enclosed quiet zone,” 
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through personal experience, 
when her dad was diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s and get-
ting to the point where he 
couldn’t live by himself any 
longer. While Bailey was ex-
ploring the options for her 
dad, someone suggested she 
call DARTS. She made the 
call and spoke with a care-
giver coach who listened to 
her concerns and offered re-
sources to help. She was so 

impressed that she eventu-
ally joined its board of direc-
tors. She served in that role 
for five years before becom-
ing the organization’s fourth 
president in 2015. 

“I get little snapshots in 
my head like a photo al-
bum,” Bailey said in a recent 
interview. “I remember a 
[door greeter] volunteer sit-
ting down with me when 
she was turning 90 to let 
me know that she made a 
plan of what she wanted 
to accomplish in the next 
10 years. Just hearing her 

story and understanding 
how DARTS had helped 
her for 20 years, giving her 
that meaningful connection, 
volunteer opportunity, and 
knowledge that people need-
ed her when she didn’t have 
a lot of other people in her 
life…. I think we all want to 
be needed, and those kinds 
of moments have really stuck 
with me.”

Perhaps DARTS’ most 
well-known service is its $2 
bus loops, which operate on 
Wednesdays and give seniors 
an opportunity to go shop-

ping and get to appoint-
ments. Another program 
that has become increasingly 
popular since its launch in 
2022 is The Breathing Space, 
which pairs volunteers with 
older adults – many strug-
gling with memory issues 
– so their caregivers can 
have a 4-hour break and the 
adults can socialize. It’s held 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., each Thurs-
day at Augustana Lutheran 
Church in West St. Paul and 
the same time each Friday at 
Easter Lutheran Church in 
Eagan. According to Bailey, 

about 20% of the popula-
tion in Minnesota is age 60 
or older and caregiver sup-
port is becoming increasing-
ly necessary to help prevent 
burnout and isolation.

DARTS volunteers also 
help with simple home re-
pairs, lawn work, grocery 
shopping and other house-
hold tasks. Last summer, 
the organization received 
a $267,000 Live Well at 
Home matching grant from 
the Minnesota Department 
of Human Services to begin 
offering those home services 
in southern Ramsey County 
through August 2026. It also 
began offering caregiver sup-
port programming in south-
ern Washington County un-
der Bailey’s leadership.

DARTS serves nearly 
2,200 people annually – 
about two-thirds of whom 
live alone – and is funded 
through grants, fees for ser-
vices, and donations from 
businesses and organiza-
tions. Its low-cost services 
help seniors save money and 
reduce the need for them to 
do potentially dangerous 
household chores that may 
involve lifting heavy objects, 
climbing ladders and more.

When Bailey joined 
DARTS, its budget had re-
cently been slashed from $6 
million to $2 million due to 
the Met Council awarding 
its transportation contracts 
to for-profit providers. In 
2018, she and the DARTS 
board of directors decided 
to sell three-fourths of their 
West St. Paul campus at 1645 
Marthaler Ln. to be made 
into affordable apartments 
for seniors. This decision 
provided a financial boost 
to the organization. When 
the pandemic hit in 2020, 
DARTS transportation ser-
vices came to a screeching 
halt and about half of its 
home cleaning services were 
put on pause. However, dur-
ing that time its volunteers 
regularly called clients who 
were no longer receiving 
services just to check in on 
them, and they helped other 
community organizations 
like Neighbors, Inc., which 
was struggling with a lack of 

volunteers.
“I thought, ‘wow, I could 

be the person to shut the 
doors forever,’  and knew 
I couldn’t let that happen 
without taking action,” said 
Bailey.

Looking ahead, she said 
that 2025 may have unique 
funding challenges if the 
Trump administration’s 
proposed changes to Med-
icaid spending are approved, 
and that some people who 
depend on Social Security 
payments might not be able 
to  continue to live where 
they want.

“Nonprofits exist because 
we’re filling gaps that other 
people don’t want to fill be-
cause they’re not the profit 
generators,” said Bailey. 
“Funding will always be a 
challenge.”

Recruiting volunteers 
is also an ongoing task for 
DARTS, especially since 
more people are beginning 
to help on a “gig-basis” 
rather than making a week-
ly or monthly commitment. 
However, Bailey said many 
community groups, sports 
teams and businesses still 
show up with great numbers 
to help with annual events 
like spring and fall cleanups.

Founded in 1974, the 
nonprofit was established 
as part of a Community 
Education service designed 
to transport older adults 
to Inver Hills Community 
College for learning oppor-
tunities. Its name was an 
acronym for Dakota Area 
Resources and Transporta-
tion for Seniors but in 2008 
the organization rebranded 
to simply DARTS. 

“I think we’ve done a lot 
in the last 10 years to really 
be present in the commu-
nity and help individuals 
and businesses understand 
what we do,” said Bailey. 
“I’m so proud of the team 
that we have and the heart 
and the head that they bring 
every day to look at how we 
can we make a difference for 
somebody.”

For more information, 
call 651-455-1560 or visit 
dartsconnects.org.

DARTS
from page 1

Spring savings 
are in full bloom

at The Village!

Call 651.450.7273 
750 Main St. Ste 217, Mendota Heights

$500 Off 
Full Treatment

www.minnesotaorthodontics.com

651-905-1168
www.embellirgems.com

Visit us for repairs and appraisals!

Birthstone of the 
Month Sale

25% Off
651-905-1168

www.embellirgems.com

Mendota Heights

Highway 62 & Dodd Road 

Mendota Heights

Free hearing test
Call 651-273-0270 

mention code NPVMH0425

New technology,
 old fashion service

https://americasbesthearing.com

theolivegroveoliveoil.com • 651-686-4710

Spring Savings!
$5 Off a Purchase 

of $40 or More
Exp. 4/30/25

Authentic Extra Virgin Olive Oil, 
Traditional Aged Balsamic Vinegar, 

Gourmet Food, Gift Baskets & more

MENDOTA HEIGHTS
730 MAIN STREET, SUITE 103

zesdiner.com
(651) 313-5792

TUESDAYS:
$12.99 burger, fries 

& shake 
WEDNESDAYS:

Free kids meal with 
purchase of adult meal 

THURSDAYS:
Chicken Alfredo pasta 

with salad $9.99

FRIDAYS:
Open face potroast or 

meatloaf sandwich $10.25
All day breakfast!

Dine-in, Take-out & 
Catering

Family owned
& Operated

Open Every Day!
Mon.-Sat. 7 am-8 pm

Sunday 7 am-2 pm Valid with coupon Mon.-Fri. at Mendota Heights 
location. Not valid with other offers. Exp. 4/30/25. 

$5 off 

Orders
of $25+

Valid with coupon Mon.-Thurs. at Mendota Heights 
location. Not valid with other offers. Exp. 4/30/25. 

Valid Mondays at Mendota Heights location. 
Not valid with other offers. Exp. 4/30/25. 

$1299
 

Steak n’
Shake

$699
 

Early Bird
Special

7 am-9:30 am

Hashbrowns, eggs, 
toast, meat, 
and coffee 

Tenderloin steak 
sandwich served 

with fries and 
a shake

Ann Bailey
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Relocating study rooms from the southern wall to the center 
of the building will provide more daylight for library users. 
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Shred event
The City of West St. Paul 

is hosting a paper shred 
event 9 a.m.-noon, Saturday, 
April 12 at the West St. Paul 
Sports Complex parking lot 
at 1650 Oakdale Ave. Resi-
dents of West St. Paul, South 
St. Paul, Mendota Heights, 
Sunfish Lake and Lilydale 
are welcome to bring confi-
dential documents to shred. 
For more information, visit 
wspmn.gov.

Egg hunt
West St. Paul Parks and 

Recreation is sponsoring an 
egg hunt at 10 a.m., Satur-

day, April 19 at the ballfields 
at Harmon Park, 230 Ber-
nard St. W. This free event 
is for ages 3-12. Participants 
are encouraged to arrive ear-
ly as egg collection happens 
quickly. 

Rummage sale
St. Paul’s United Method-

ist Church, 700 Wesley Ln., 
Mendota Heights, is hold-
ing its annual Rummage Sale  
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Saturday, 
April 26. Proceeds will fund 
mission projects locally, na-
tionally and internationally. 
For more information, call 
651-452-5683. 

Charity hockey 
game

West St. Paul Police and 
South Metro Fire will face 
off against St. Paul Police 
in a charity hockey game at  
3 p.m., Saturday, April 19 
at the West St. Paul Ice 
Arena, 60 Emerson Ave. W. 
Cost is $10 for adults and 
$5 for youth ages 11 and 
older. Proceeds benefit the 
family of St. Paul Police Of-
ficer Shawn Filiowich, who 
passed away on January 4 
of pancreatic cancer, and 
retired St. Paul Police Sgt. 
Donny Grundhauser, who 
has colorectal cancer. The 

event includes a raffle and 
an after party in the parking 
lot with food and beer, and 
music by Tim Sigler from 
5-7 p.m.

Sospiri di 
Tempeste

West Side based cham-
ber ensemble Sospiri will 
perform a show featuring 
weather-inspired baroque 
music, 4 p.m., Saturday, 
April 5 at Olivet Congre-
gational in St. Paul, and  
4 p.m., April 6 at the Bakken 
Museum in Minneapolis. 
For more information, visit 
sospiri.org.

1525 Livingston Ave.
West St. Paul

651-455-5264
www.backinbalancemn.com

Back Pain | Neck Pain  | Headaches 
Shoulder Pain  | Tennis Elbow

Shin Splints |  Sciatica | Plantar Fasciitis
Knee Problems | Much More

Dr. Scott A. Mooring
Owner & Clinic Director

Dr. Debby Jerikovsky

Call today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION

Best Chiropractors 
Award 2014-2019

Our team is on YOUR team!
Let the Back in Balance team help 

get you back on track to better 
health.  We use the most advanced 
techniques to diagnose and treat a 

wide variety of  injuries and ailments. 

50% OFF
through 6/30/25 

for any off dock units 10'x14' or smaller
Based on availability 

FREE DISC LOCK WITH ANY RENTAL!
New rentals only. Not valid with other offers. Expires 6/30/25.

1200 North Concord St. • www.minikahda.com
Call 651-450-1202

INDOOR 
HEATED
CLIMATE

CONTROLLED                                                                      

said Dakota County project 
manager Trish Bremer. “We 
will have a lot of seating out 
in the open area so people 
can lounge and read at their 
leisure but if people want the 
more intentional quiet space 
to do ‘heads down’ work or 
to just escape, we will have 
a room that is intended for 
that…. the use of libraries 
really is diverse now.”

Leo A Daly was hired as 
the design consultant last 
year and a construction bid 
is expected to be awarded 

to a developer at the end of 
March.

“Dakota County has a 
history of renovating our li-
braries on a [15-year] cycle 
to make sure we can stay 
current, and one doesn’t get 
left behind,” said Bremer. 
“We completed that last 
cycle with the new construc-
tion of the Kaposia Library 
that opened just last year, 
and now we’re starting our 
next cycle with Wentworth.”

The main goal of the pre-
vious cycle was to maximize  

 
space so a lot of libraries 
got additions and new large 
meeting rooms for com-
munity use. The next cycle 
is primarily focused on im-
proving accessibility and 
updating mechanical, elec-
trical, plumbing and security 
systems. One other goal is 
to ensure libraries continue 
responding to user needs, 
which have been changing 
in recent years. Bremer said 
there’s been less demand for 
books and other printed 
materials and more requests 
for meeting rooms, social-
izing spaces and electronic 
devices.
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Art Crawl
from page 1

LENTEN AND EASTER 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Church of Saint Matthew • 510 Hall Avenue, St. Paul
www.st-matts.org • (651) 224-9793

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions. All are welcome.

Weekend Mass Times
Saturdays – 4:15 pm
Sundays – 10:15 am

Stations of the Cross
All Tuesdays during Lent – 12:30 pm

Fridays during Lent – 5:30 pm

Saint Matthew’s Fabulous Fish Fry
All Fridays during Lent

4:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Communal Reconciliation Service

Sunday, March 30 – 2:00 pm

Palm Sunday
Saturday, April 12 – 4:15 pm
Sunday, April 13 – 10:15 am

Holy Thursday, April 17 
Celebration of the Supper of the Lord – 7:00 pm

Altar of Repose – 8:00 pm – 10:00 pm

Good Friday, April 18
Altar of Repose continues

 Stations of the Cross – Noon only
Good Friday Service – 3:00 pm

Tenebrae Service – 7:00 pm

Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 19
8:00 pm

Easter Sunday, April 20
10:15 am

The Church of St. Matthew is a Catholic community 
that is a visible expression of God’s love.

“I’m sorry, I must have misplaced 
your paperwork.”

“Your credit report isn’t back.” 
“Your income hasn’t been verified yet.”  

 Don’t be fooled by excuses.  
What appears to be a delay 

could be discrimination. 
According to the federal Fair Housing Act, it’s illegal to consider race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, disability or family status in rental, sales, lending 
or homeowner’s insurance decisions.  Under the Minnesota Human Rights 
Law, it’s also illegal to discriminate based on one’s creed, sexual or affec-
tional orientation, marital status or receipt of public assistance.  
If you suspect unfair housing practices, visit www.hud.gov/fairhousing or 
call the HUD Hotline 1-800-669-9777, 1-800-927-9275 (TTY), or MN Dept. 
of Human Rights at 651-296-5663.

 Sponsored by the Dakota County CDA and the US Dept of HUD

Holy Family Maronite Church
1960 Lexington Ave. S., Mendota Heights

www.HolyFamilyEvents.org
651-291-1116

Fish DinnersLEBANESE
FRIDAYS during Lent

4:30-7:00 pm
Church Service 4-4:30 pm

Enjoy Lenten fish dinners served 
with Lebanese sides!

Cost: $15/meal

artists who specialize in ev-
erything from painting to 
ceramics, photography to 
woodworking, and much 
more. Musicians will per-
form on the third-floor stage 
every day, starting with Ken 
Takata Ensemble, 6-7 p.m., 
and Nathan Hanson Trio, 
8-9 p.m. Additionally, the 
Egg Roll Queen food truck 
will be onsite all weekend 
and Boca Chica will be pro-
viding free chips, salsa and 
guacamole beginning Satur-
day at noon. Complimenta-
ry sparkling water, coffee and 
other drinks will be served, 
and free parking is available 
during the event in the FOK 
building lot and the adjacent 
All Inc. lot. Hours are 5-9 
p.m., Friday; noon-8 p.m., 
Saturday; and noon-5 p.m., 
Sunday.

“The West Side is such a 
vibrant community,” said  
F-O-K site coordinator 
Christy Dickinson, noting 
that the art community there 
is sometimes overshadowed 
by the Lowertown art dis-
trict in downtown St. Paul. 
“I love its history. The immi-
grants that are here and how 

it’s really a great multicultural 
community…. It’s growing, 
and it’s great to see all the 
residential and other develop-
ments that are happening and 
bringing a new light and new 
energy. I think it’s the next 
great place to be.”

Dickinson has been an 
artist in the St. Paul area for 
more than 30 years and has 
had a studio at the building 
for more than two. She’s an 
abstract painter who creates 
large pieces ranging from 6- 
to 30-square-feet and will be 
premiering 10 works during 
the Crawl. She was quick to 
credit Buhl Investors – the 
developers of the Farwell-
on-Water district – with 
centering their development 
around artists, and said it’s 
the most supportive artists 
community she’s been a part 
of, having a good mixture of 
new and established artists. 
Among them are the historic 
Old Town artists, a group 
that originally was in Low-
ertown but moved to F-O-
K when their buildings were 
converted to residential use. 
In addition to upgrading the 
FOK building to create art-

ist studios, education space, 
a lounge, stage and gallery, 
Buhl Investors recently cre-
ated the Harbourline and 
Essex apartment buildings 
at Farwell-on-Water.

On the first Friday eve-
ning of every month,  
F-O-K artists curate work in 
the gallery space and open 
their studio doors, and musi-
cians take to the stage. Dick-
inson encourages people to 
attend the May 2 First Fri-
day to purchase works they 
saw there during the Crawl 
and to join the Crawl After-
party beginning at 9 p.m. 

and featuring local band 
Wooly Mac.

“To be able to see working 
studios is really important be-
cause you get to see behind 
how you typically see an art-
ist,” said Dickinson. “It’s just 
a great opportunity for peo-
ple to converse with artists 
directly and to buy directly 
from artists and know that 
100% of the money is going 
to the artist…. You can get 
some really great pieces and 
it’s a really great way to build 
or start a collection.” She 
added that she’s in discus-
sions with some Lowertown 
sites who also want to start 

hosting First Friday events.
Holding the Crawl across 

multiple weekends allows 
artists to support their fel-
low creators in other areas 
of the city and makes it pos-
sible for the public to visit 
more districts rather than 
choosing one or two. This 
will be the first Crawl that 
F-O-K will compete with 
other larger venues in Ward 
2, including Schmidt Art-
ist Lofts on West Seventh 
Street and a handful of sites 
in Lowertown. 

For a full lineup of per-
formances, visit fokcreatives.
square.site.

Here is a list of all partici-
pating sites. All venues were 
given multiple chances to 
provide details, and informa-
tion was accurate as of press 
time. The Crawl has been 
organized by the St. Paul 
Art Collective since 1977. 
For more information, visit 
stpaulartcollective.org.

Ward 2
Art of Counseling, 275 

4th St. E.; April 25, 5-10 
p.m., and April 26, noon-8 
p.m. Twelve artists display-
ing paintings, photography, 
chalk pastel, ink, encaustic 
art, fiber arts, wall hang-
ings, sculpture, assemblage 
and more. “Reflections of 
the Self: Art and Inner Har-
mony” art show in Suite 
#301. The site also features a 
rummage sale by artists, fea-
turing artwork, handmade 
goods, art supplies, used 
studio gear, books and more.

Burl Gallery, 308 E. 
Prince St.; April 25, 6-10 
p.m.; April 26, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; and April 27, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. “KALEIDOSCOPE 
II” exhibit featuring 70 
pieces of art created by 70 
local artists. Free admission. 
Artist celebration reception 
held 5-8 p.m., April 26. 

Calendula Gallery, 275 
E. 4th St.; April 25, 6-9 

Submitted photo

In addition to the Crawl, F-O-K artists curate work in the gallery space 
and open their studio doors the first Friday of every month. 
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p.m.; April 26, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m.; and April 27, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. Discover the work of 
23 artists displaying paint-
ings, pottery, mixed media, 
woodwork, photography 
and digital art in the gallery 
and neighboring dining hall.

Erta Ale, 308 E. Prince 
St.; April 25, 6-9 p.m.; April 
26, noon-9 p.m.; and April 
27, noon-6 p.m. This Ethio-
pian restaurant will display 
paintings by two Ethiopian 
born artists.

F-O-K Studios, 106 W. 
Water St.; April 25, 5-9 
p.m.; April 26, noon-8 
p.m.; and April 27, noon-5 
p.m. More than 50 artists 
showcasing paintings, jew-
elry, sculptures, mixed me-
dia, photography and more, 
from open studios and gal-
lery space. Live entertain-
ment all three days. Free 
chips, salsa and guacamole 
from Boca Chica starting 
at noon on Saturday, and 
Egg Roll Queen food truck 
onsite all weekend. Com-
plimentary refreshments 
also provided. Free parking 
available in F-O-K Studios 
lot and adjacent All Inc. lot. 

Friedli Gallery, 943 W. 
7th St.; April 26, noon-7 
p.m., and April 27, noon-5 
p.m. Five local artists selling 

paintings, ceramics, textiles, 
book arts and more. Also in-
cludes the gallery’s 4th An-
nual Book Arts Exhibition. 
Located one block West of 
the Schmidt Artist Lofts.

Lost Fox, 213 4th St. E.; 
April 25-26, 8 a.m.-1 a.m., 
and April 27, 8 a.m.-11 p.m. 
This coffee shop, restaurant 
and bar will feature works of 
two artists, and possibly live 
music. 

Lowertown Lofts Artists 
Cooperative, floors 3-5, 255 
E. Kellogg Blvd.; April 25, 
6-10 p.m.; April 26, noon-8 
p.m.; and April 27, noon-5 
p.m. Celebrating its 40th 
anniversary, approximately 
35 artists will display paint-
ings, ceramics, mixed media, 
textiles, jewelry, home goods 
and more from galleries and 
artist studios. Music and 
performances will take place. 
Enter through the alley con-
necting Wall and Wacouta.

Nine Lives Thrift, 1165 
7th St. W.; April 25-26, 10 
a.m.-8 p.m., and April 27, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. This thrift 
shop will display work from 
two photographers, and offer 
a live photo shoot 6-8 p.m. 
on Saturday. Wine available 
all weekend.

Owl’s Eye Art Collective, 
340 N. Sibley St.; April 25, 

6-10 p.m.; April 26, noon-8 
p.m.; and April 27, noon-5 
p.m. Eight artists will show-
case printmaking, paint-
ing, photography, ceramics 
and  jewelry. Includes op-
portunities to make your 
own intaglio print and cre-
ate a personalized gemstone 
bracelet. Wine and appetiz-
ers on Friday. Entrance is 
behind the Sibley/4th Street 
Gold Line Bus stop.

Pig’s Eye Pottery, 1163 
7th St. W.; April 25, 5-8 

p.m.; April 26, noon-8 p.m.; 
and April 27, noon-4 p.m. 
Five artists will show ceram-
ics, painting and jewelry in 
a gallery. Complimentary 
refreshments and free street 
parking.

Schmidt Artist Lofts, 
900 7th St. W.; April 25, 
6-9 p.m.; April 26, noon-7 
p.m.; and April 27, noon-5 
p.m. More than 80 artists 
will show paintings, illus-
trations, graphic design, 
collages, printmaking, pho-

tography, ceramics, fiber art, 
jewelry, comic books, chil-
dren’s books, wood furni-
ture, handmade brooms, 
botanical displays,  dried 
floral wall art, shadow boxes, 
suncatchers, candles, magnet 
art, sand art and more. Art 
will be across five floors in 
common areas, galleries and 
studios, as well as in the tap 
room and the rooftop atri-
um. Open Palette live art 
demonstrations will happen 
on the rooftop and walk-in 
dance lessons are offered 1-3 
p.m., Saturday. Food trucks 
will be onsite. Free street 
parking. Enter at Door 1.

Tilsner Artists Lofts, 300 
Broadway St.; April 25, 6-10 
p.m.; April 26, noon-8 p.m.; 
and April 27, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.  
Twenty artists will showcase 
mixed media, draping and 
fashion, paintings and more, 
from artist studios and hall-
way spaces. Pop-ups in the 
back lot of the building, 
weather permitting.  Will 
host performance artists and 
offer opportunities for kara-
oke and open mic sessions 
throughout the weekend.

Union Depot, 214 4th 
St. E., April 25, 5-9 p.m.; 
April 26; 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; 

and April 27, noon-6 p.m. 
Shop local artists including 
painters, photographers, 
mixed media artists, jewelry 
designers and apothecary 
creators. Hours are

Wards 5-7
ArT @ 967 Payne, 967 

Payne Ave.; May 2, 5-9 p.m., 
and May 3, noon-8 p.m. 
Twenty artists will display 
paintings, drawings, prints, 
sculptures, photographs, jew-
elry, ceramics and more from 
artist studios and wall dis-
plays. Opening reception for 
gallery exhibit “Our World 
We Live In” is May 2. Artist 
question and answer panel 
on Friday and Saturday, and 
live performances expected 
throughout the weekend. 
Food trucks may be on site. 
Free parking in the back lot 
or on street.

Urban Roots, 1110 Payne 
Ave.; May 3, 1-5 p.m. Three 
artists will display mixed me-
dia, handmade paper, basket 
weaving, handmade jour-
nals, printmaking and baked 
goods, from a gallery and 
outdoors, weather permit-
ting. Music and crafts onsite.
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25YEARS

Buy a home.
Become debt-free.
Avoid foreclosure.

Invest in your future.

481 Wabasha St. S.  |  Saint Paul, MN 55107 

651-292-0131   |   Text: 855-292-0131
www.nedahome.org

Providing quality and trustworthy 
financial education for more than 25 years. 25YEARS

Compre casa.
Venza sus deudas.
Evite el embargo.

Invierta en su futuro.

Proveyendo educación financiera de 
calidad y confiable por más de 25 años.

481 Wabasha St. S.  |  Saint Paul, MN 55107 
651-292-0131   |    Text: 855-292-0131 

www.nedahome.org

Mary was a salt ’n pepper  
shaker collector,  
little league super fan  
and the best  
peach pie maker.
In every farewell are memories of life shared.
From home health care services to hospice in your 
home or ours, our full circle of care embraces the 
uniqueness of each person on their journey. You can 
put your trust in our 80+ years of person-first care 
that’s truly beyond compare.

©2025 OUR LADY OF PEACE

651-789-5031  |  o l p h ospice.org

HOME HEALTH CARE  |  HOSPICE  |  RESIDENTIAL HOSPICE

A Medicare-Certified, Nonprofit Catholic Hospice Provider Since 1941

QUALITY BRUSH & 
STUMP REMOVAL
• Small tree removal • Tree pruning
• Hedge/shrub removal & trimming
• Overgrown yards and alleyways

No job too small!

612-369-1987Call Mike
arborist 901 N. Concord, South St. Paul  

www.vikingexteriors.com    BC# 003773

Siding • Soffit • Fascia 
Roofs • Windows
Doors • Gutters

Since 1962

V i k i n g  E x t e r i o r s

It's time to book your 
Spring projects. 

Call today!
651-256-1061

Think Spring!

901 N. Concord
South St. Paul  

www.vikingexteriors.com    
BC# 003773

Since 1962 

V i k i n g 
E x t e r i o r s

Siding • Soffit • Fascia 
Roofs • Windows
Doors • Gutters

651-256-1061

Artwork by Sara Tibbetts, who will show her 
work at the Tilsner Artist Lofts in Lowertown.

Art Crawl / Page 7
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promoting social interac-
tion, creating green space, 
and improving air and soil 
quality. Some gardeners have 
gone a step further and use 
their hobby to fight food 
insecurity by giving away 
the produce they grow. Ac-
cording to the University of 
Minnesota’s Healthy Food, 
Healthy Lives Institute and 
the Institute on the Envi-
ronment, food insecurity 
in Minnesota has surged as 
much as 40% since the pan-
demic. 

Gardening season
In the coming weeks, the 

soil will be turned at com-
munity gardens across the 
city and people will be plod-
ding through the muddy 
rows to dig in the dirt and 
plant seeds. If you’d like to 
give gardening a try, several 
opportunities await. All gar-
dens are open to everyone, 
regardless of residency. 

GROWS
Growing Resilience on 

the West Side (GROWS), 
a coalition of organizations 

and individuals working on 
food justice, is looking for 
gardeners for its communal 
gardens, which allow mul-
tiple people to help tend a 
garden and enjoy the bounty 
of it. All food is available free 
to anyone in the community 
who wants or needs it. 

The Capitol View Com-
munal Garden and Or-
chard, located at Smith and 
Cherokee avenues near the 
Smith Avenue High Bridge, 
is now in its fourth season. 
The 8,500-square-foot site 
is owned by the City of St. 
Paul and operates with the 
help of some 200 volunteers. 
It has 20 organic planting 
beds for vegetables and at 
least 20 fruit and nut trees, 
including apple, cherry, ser-
viceberry, pear, plum and ha-
zelnut. Paul Pfeiffer, who has 
lived on the West Side for 
nearly 20 years, is one of 15-
20 volunteers who show up 
weekly during the growing 
season for watering, weeding 
and other chores. Thursdays 
are the designated work day, 
from 6 p.m.-dark.

“This is a very different 
model,” he said. “There are 
no work requirements or 
fees. It’s community-led, not 
hierarchal. Anyone can help, 
and anyone can harvest. I’m 
always asked, ‘can I come 
and take some stuff,’ and the 

answer is always, ‘yes, when 
it’s ripe.’” 

Pfeiffer said the garden 
has grown every year, both 
in size and popularity.

“Every year it grows big-
ger and more exciting, but 
bigger isn’t what we’re after – 
we’re going for community,” 
he said. “It’s a very beautiful 
and welcoming space, and a 
fun environment. I’ve seen 
people doing yoga there, 
wandering the beds, writing 
in journals, and of course 
gardening…. It has allowed 
me to know my neighbors 
better because we work side 
by side and share with each 
other, no strings attached.”

Volunteers are also needed 
at the three other commu-
nal garden sites: the Robert 
Street Garden at Robert and 
Morton streets, Garden of 
Good Hearts at 441 Waba-

sha St. S. and a plot at 88 
Cesar Chavez. Volunteers as-
sist with planting, weeding 
and food distribution. Like 
the Capitol View Commu-
nal Garden and Orchard, 
anyone may harvest ripe pro-
duce from these gardens. Ed-
ucational presentations are 
offered during the summer, 
and the produce is given 
away weekly from stands at 
Parque Castillo on Sunday 
afternoons, and Beautiful 
Laundrette, 625 Stryker 
Ave., on Wednesday after-
noons. Information signage 
will be installed at all sites 
this summer to help people 
better understand the con-
cept of a communal garden 
and to direct them to other 
community gardens in the 
region. For more informa-
tion on GROWS, visit mfjn.
org/take-action/grows or 
contact Leah Mathiason at 
leah@rustypatchfarm.com.

Looking to plant your own 
garden? You can get free seed 
packets at the West Side Seed 
Library at Riverview Library, 
1 George St. E. The seeds 
are provided by community 
gardeners and through other 
donations.

Dodge Nature 
Center gardens

Dodge Nature Center runs 
its community garden pro-
gram May through October 
at its main property at 1701 
Charlton St., West St. Paul, 
and its Shepard Farm site at 
8946 70th St. S., Cottage 
Grove. For $135, gardeners 
receive a 15-by-15-foot plot, 
the use of tools, water and 
compost, and enrollment in 
an organic gardening class. 
Registration opens in early 
March and runs through 
Memorial Day, or until all 
plots are filled. Dodge’s farm 
manager, Don Oberdorfer, 
said the gardens are particu-
larly attractive to people who 
live in apartments because 
they don’t have to buy and 
store their own tools. 

“All you have to do is show 
up and supply the seeds and 
labor,” he said. 

The popularity of the gar-
den spiked during the pan-
demic and remains high. 
Before 2020, about 40 
families participated. Today, 
the garden in West St. Paul 
is used by 70 families, and 
the newer garden in Cottage 

Grove by 25 families. An ori-
entation session is held at 6 
p.m., Wednesday, April 9 in 
West St. Paul, and Thursday, 
April 10 in Cottage Grove. 
The class on organic garden-
ing practices is offered at 6 
p.m., Wednesday, April 16 in 
West St. Paul, and Thursday, 
April 17 in Cottage Grove. 
For more information, call 
651-789-5285 or visit dodge 
naturecenter.org.

South St. Paul 
Community Garden

The City of South St. Paul 
has operated a community 
garden for three decades. 
It attracts gardeners from 
South St. Paul and the sur-
rounding communities, in-
cluding St. Paul and Minne-
apolis. It has 119 plots and is 
located near the DNR boat 
launch and city compost site 
off Verderosa Avenue, near 
the I-494 Wakota Bridge. 
Residents may sign up for 
a plot beginning Mar. 24, 
and nonresidents on April 7. 
Plots are 15-by-20-feet and 
surrounded by fencing with 
a lock-secured gate. A total 
of nine water spigots are 
available. Rates are $21.43 
for residents and $32.14 for 
nonresidents. Residents aged 
55 and older pay $16.07. 
For more information, call 
South St. Paul Parks and 
Recreation at 651-366-6200 
or visit southstpaul.org.

Garden on the Hill
First Presbyterian in South 

St. Paul, 535 20th Ave. N., 
has been hosting a com-
munity garden for a dozen 
years. It has 20 fenced-in 
plots, ranging from $40 for 
a 10-by-15-foot plot to $50 
for a 10-by-20-foot plot. 
Master gardeners use a sec-
tion to run seed trials for the 
University of Minnesota and 
to grow produce for the lo-
cal food shelf, and they also 
teach free classes and dem-
onstrate organic gardening 
methods. Experienced gar-

Gardening
from page 1
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Submitted photo

Master gardeners use a section of the garden at First Presbyterian in 
South St. Paul to run seed trials for the University of Minnesota and to 
grow produce for the local food shelf. They also teach free classes and 
demonstrate organic gardening methods.

Spring
Wine Sale

15% Off 
International wines

every day in April
Shop our large selection

of beer, wine & spirits

Mon.-Sat.: 11 a.m.-9 p.m.;  Sun: noon-4 p.m.

262 E. 4th St., St. Paul  |  651-222-3661
Lowertownwine.com

Where you bank matters.
With Net Zero Deposits, your bank account 

can help mitigate the impact of climate change.

Turn your transactions 
into positive change at 

sunrisebanks.com/net-zero

Member FDIC

Chair Re-glue
Repair and re-glue wooden 

furniture. Since 1960.
Cilek Furniture Repair

651-699-4022
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& cleaning of homes 
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HANDYMAN
 MR. LARRY FOR HIRE

Window Washing
Gutter Cleaning 

and Repairs
Insured

651-399-4304
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and apartments
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Insured

651-399-4304
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local and 
knowledgeable 
mortgage 
lenders.
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Member FDIC • NMLS 458038

Angelee Vang
Senior Community 
Development Mortgage 
Loan Officer
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(651) 262-1141

deners are usually on site to 
share their knowledge and 
skills with gardening novices. 

Since its inception, gar-
deners have donated nearly 
11,000 pounds of organic 
vegetables. All plots are for 
organic gardening, meaning 
no commercial chemicals 

are allowed in the garden, 
including herbicides, in-
secticides and fungicides. 
Gardeners are required to 
maintain their plot, weed the 
path around it and attend a 
work session in the spring 
and fall. Garden coordinator 
Julie Close said people are at-

tracted to the garden for its 
serene location, and the op-
portunity to grow their own 
food and learn techniques 
from master gardeners. A 
kick-off meeting is at 1 p.m., 
Sunday, April 13. For more 
information, call 651-459-
5607 or visit fpcssp.org.

Farmers markets
Farmers markets are a great 

place to find fresh produce 
– without the work. The St. 
Paul Farmers Market, which  
operates year-round, begins 
its summer season in late 
April at the downtown mar-
ket. It also hosts neighbor-

hood markets in South St. 
Paul, West St. Paul and sever-
al other communities during  
the summer and fall. All 
food is grown within 100 
miles of St. Paul. For more 
details, visit stpaulfarmers-
market.com.

The independent West  

Side Farmers Market is open  
9 a.m.-noon every Saturday 
from June through October 
at Icy Cup, 63 George St. W. 
Community members may 
also grow their own produce 
in a small plot next to the 
building.

Help us celebrate 
Earth Day 

Join us to clean up 
our community!

Community Clean Up
Saturday, April 26 at 9:00 a.m.

Saint James Ev. Lutheran Church
460 Annapolis Street West

West St. Paul

Refreshments will be provided before 
we go out to clean up. Work gloves 
and plastic bags will be provided.

Let’s work together to clean up the 
streets and boulevards after a long 

winter. We can accomplish a lot 
when we work together!

Help us celebrate Earth Day 
Join us to clean up our community!

Saturday, April 26 at 9:00 a.m.
Saint James Ev. Lutheran Church

460 Annapolis St. W., West St. Paul

Refreshments will be provided before we go out 
to clean up. Work gloves and plastic bags will be 

provided. Let’s work together to clean up the 
streets and boulevards after a long winter. We 
can accomplish a lot when we work together!

Art Crawl
from page 5

Wards 1, 3 and 4
E&L Bindery Build-

ing, 708 Vandalia St.; May 
9, 6-10 p.m., and May 10, 
noon-8 p.m. Ten artists will 
display paintings, drawings, 
photography, bookbindings 
and stone carvings. E & L 
Bindery will be open on the 
first floor with artists, and 
open studios will be on the 
third floor. Snacks and bev-
erages available, and a tarot 
card reader onsite. Park in 
the lot or on Vandalia Street 
and enter next to the load-
ing dock.

DOW Gallery, 2242 Uni-
versity Ave. W.; May 9, 5-9 
p.m., and May 10, noon-8 
p.m. Forty artists will show-
case painting, sculpture, 
photography, mixed media, 
wood working, notecards, 
and jewelry. Complimenta-
ry refreshments. Free park-
ing on the street and in the 
Wright Building lot.  Not 
handicap accessible.

House of heART 2, 763 
Holly Ave.; May 9, 4-9 p.m.; 
May 10, noon-8 p.m.; and 
May 11, noon-5 p.m. Find 
28 artists displaying paint-
ings, photography, ceram-
ics and mixed media across 
three floors of an Airbnb 
home, and outside, weather 
permitting. Complimentary 
refreshments and solo mu-
sic performances throughout 
the weekend.

Midway Clay, 1708 Uni-
versity Ave. W.; May 9, 4-8 
p.m.; May 10, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; and May 11, noon-5 
p.m. More than a dozen art-
ists will showcase ceramics 
as well as some 2D art from 
a gallery and studio space. 
Light refreshments available. 
Street parking.

Open Art Space, 2147 
University Ave. W.; May 9, 
6-9 p.m.; May 10, noon-8 
p.m.; and May 11, noon-5 
p.m. Ten artists in gallery, 
hallway and studio spaces 
will showcase wax paint-
ings, photography, collage 
and mixed media, ceram-
ics, pastel drawing, greet-
ing cards and more. Light 
refreshments available and 
a family friendly art activity 
will be held Saturday and 
Sunday. Parking in the lot 
behind the building.

Spatial Effects, 1759 Sel-
by Ave.; May 9, 4-6 p.m.; 
May 10, noon-6 p.m.; and 
May 11, noon-5 p.m. Near-
ly 30 artists in two gallery 
spaces will display paint-
ings, drawings, photography, 
stone and metal sculpture, 
ceramics, glass paintings, 
mixed media, carved gourds 
and more. Also showing 
furniture by Third Street 
Studios. Refreshments avail-
able all days and live music 
by the Joel Shapira Jazz Trio 
2-4 p.m., Saturday.

Springboard for the Arts, 
262 University Ave. W.; May 
10, noon-4 p.m. More than 
40  artists with prints and 
printmaking art in the first 
floor community hall and 
on the front lawn. OG Za 

Za Pizza Trailer will be on-
site and interactive artist led 
activities from Street Corner 
Letterpress will take place. 
Free street parking.

St. Paul Neighborhood 
Network, 550 Vandalia St.; 
May 9, 6-8 p.m.; May 10, 
noon-4 p.m.; and May 11, 
1-5 p.m. Short documenta-
ry screening from first-time 
filmmakers on Friday, with 
food available. Photogra-
phy, art and storytelling ex-
hibits, including works by 
10 youth, on Saturday and 
Sunday. Park in the lot.

University of Minnesota 
Goldstein Museum of De-
sign, level 2 of McNeal Hall 
(room #241), 1985 Buford 
Ave.; May 9-10, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., and May 11, noon- 5 
p.m. An exhibit featuring 
historical and contemporary 
letterpress prints, advertising  
 

posters, wood type artifacts 
and graphic design pieces 
created using traditional 
printing techniques. In-
cludes an interactive 2-color 
block printing installation. 
The site also has a window 
exhibit featuring clothing 
and textiles that use letters 
and numbers as design ele-
ments, reflecting their evo-
lution from rare decorative 
motifs to bold statements in 
fashion and branding. 

Virginia St. Church, 
170 Virginia St., May 9-11. 
More than 20 artists will 
exhibit paintings, mosaics, 
quilting, ceramics, art glass, 
collages and drawings. Live 
music by Blues Stratum and 
other bands, and Liz Zini 
will play waltzes, tangoes 
and the chicken dance on 
her accordion. Food avail-
able.
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Children’s 
Museum
10 7th St. W.

St. Paul
651-225-6000

mcm.org
“Dinosaurs: Land of Fire 

and Ice,” through May 11. 
Travel back in time and 
discover what life was like 
when dinosaurs roamed the 
earth. Dig for fossils, explore 
a swampy bog and oozing 
volcano, climb through icy 
terrain and more. 

Exhibits and activities 
include “The Scramble,” 
“The Studio,” “Creativ-
ity Jam,” “Sprouts,” “Our 
World,” “Forces at Play,” 
“Shipwreck Adventures” 
and “Imaginopolis.” Tickets 
are $17 on weekdays and 
$19 on weekends. Admis-
sion is free the first Sunday 
of each month; reservations 
are required, and tickets are 
limited. The next free date 
is April 6.

History Center
345 W. Kellogg Blvd.

St. Paul
651-259-3000

mnhs.org
“Girlhood (It’s Compli-

cated),” through June 1. 
This exhibit from the Smith-
sonian’s National Museum 
of American History features 
more than 100 objects that 
explore how young women 
have influenced politics, 
education, work, health and 
fashion.

“Reframing our Stories” 
is featured through October. 
The exhibit was created from 
a decades-old box of photo-
graphs simply labeled “In-
dians.” Inside the box were 
dozens of pictures of Native 
community members, or-
ganizations, activities, and 
events that are relevant to-
day. 

“Our Home: Native 
Minnesota” features historic 
and contemporary photo-
graphs, maps and artifacts 
that show how Minnesota’s 
native communities have 
retained cultural practices, 
teachings and values.

Other exhibits include 
“Minnesota’s Greatest Gen-
eration,” “Then Now Wow,” 
“Grainland” and “Weather 

Permitting.” Tickets are $15 
for adults, $12 for seniors 
and college students, and $8 
for children ages five to 17. 
Admission and parking are 
free on Thursdays, 4-8 p.m.

History Theatre
30 E. 10th St.

St. Paul
651-292-4323

Historytheatre.com
“Secret Warriors,” Mar. 

29-April 19. Inspired by 
the stories of the Japanese 
Americans who served as 
translators and interrogators 
for the U.S. Armed Forces, 
“Secret Warriors” highlights 
two men, Koji Kimura and 
Tamio Takahashi, who took 
extraordinary risks to save 
their fellow soldiers in the 
Pacific Theater during World 
War II. Discover their com-
pelling personal journeys 
and heartfelt love stories set 
against the backdrop of the 
war and the incarceration of 
their families. From $49.

Landmark Center
75 5th St. W.

St. Paul
651-292-3225

landmarkcenter.org
Courtroom Concerts, 

noon-1 p.m. on Thurs-
days. Music of Timothy C. 
Takach, April 3; Cléa Galh-
ano, recorder, Tulio Rondòn, 
cello, Tim Lovelace, piano, 
April 10; Amos Lucidi, pia-
no, April 17; Lumina, April 
24. Free.

Skylark Opera Theatre, 
1-3 p.m., Sunday, April 6. 
Skylark Opera Theatre is 

known for a wide-ranging 
repertoire of opera and mu-
sical theater. Free.

Ballet Tuesdays, noon-1 
p.m. April 8. Ballet perfor-
mances and demonstrations 
by Ballet Co.Laboratory. 
Free. 

Romanian Easter Tradi-
tions, 1-3 p.m., each Sun-
day in April, except April 20. 
Visit the Romanian Ameri-
can Cultural Center to learn 
about painted eggs, Easter 
customs and painted icons 
on glass. Free.

Urban Expedition: Ven-
ezuela, 1-3 p.m., Sunday, 
April 13. Authentic music, 
food, dance performances 
and crafts. Free.

BandWidth Community 
Band Festival, noon-6 p.m., 
Sunday, April 27. Marches, 
concert band classics, pop, 
Broadway, and jazz music 
performed by some of the 
top volunteer-based ensem-
bles in Minnesota. 

Woodturning demon-
stration, 1-4 p.m., Sunday, 
Mar. 20 in the AAW Gallery 
of Wood Art. Free.

Public Building Tour, 
12:30-1:15 p.m., every 
Sunday. Learn about the 
building’s history, gangster 
connections and restoration. 

MN Museum of 
American Art

350 Robert St. N.
St. Paul

651-797-2571
mmaa.org

“Here, Now” features 150 
artworks across media from 
historically significant and 
notable new artists. All are 
in the M’s permanent collec-
tion. The museum is open 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-
Sunday. 

“When You’re in the Mir-
ror,” through April 27. A 
an offering of portraits that 
considers the repercussions 
of perception through a re-
lational emphasis. 

Admission is free.

Ordway Center 
345 Washington St.

St. Paul
651-224-4222

ordway.org
“Sister’s Easter Cat-

echism: Will My Bunny 
Go to Heaven?” 2:30 p.m., 
Sunday, Mar. 30. Sister an-
swers timeworn questions of 
the Easter season like “Why 
isn’t Easter the same day 
every year like Christmas? 
”and “Will my bunny go to 
heaven?” From $43.

Sona Jobarteh, 7:30 p.m., 

Monday, Mar. 31. African 
Jobarteh blends traditional 
music, blues and Afropop. 
From $54.

Classic Albums Live: U2’s 
“The Joshua Tree,” 7:30 
p.m., Friday, April 4. The 
entire album is performed 
live on stage. From $40.

“Oceana” by Border 
Crossing, 8 p.m., Saturday, 
April 5. “Oceana” is a rein-
vention of the Bach cantata 
form for a modern age. From 
$5.

“Sacred Voices” by Vo-
calessence, 4 p.m., Sunday, 
April 6. A concert of Sir 
James MacMillan songs, in-
cluding “Seven Last Words 
from the Cross” and “The 
Sun Danced,” based on the 
miraculous visions of Our 
Lady of Fatima to three Por-
tuguese shepherd children in 
1917. From $26.

“Mean Girls,” April 
8-13. Cady Heron may have 
grown up on an African sa-
vanna, but nothing prepared 
her for the vicious ways of 
her strange new home in 
suburban Illinois. Soon, 
Cady falls prey to a trio of 
lionized frenemies led by 
the charming but ruthless 
Regina George. But when 
Cady devises a plan to end 

“Mean Girls” is presented April 8-13 at the Ordway Center.

Every Friday Mar. 7-Good Friday April 18
Serving Time: 4:30-7:30 p.m.

Baked and/or fried wild Alaskan pollock, baked potato, 
vegetable, cole slaw, roll and dessert. Grilled cheese or 

spaghetti available as non-fish option.
Beer, wine and pop available for purchase 

Adult meal $16 fish / $14 non-fish. Cash, check or card.
Children’s meals at reduced price

Dine-in: enter at Door 5 at the rear of the church
Curbside-to-go line off Humboldt Ave. onto Robie St.

For more information, visit st-matts.org

St. Matthew’s Social Hall, 510 Hall Ave., St. Paul

St. Matthew’s 36th Annual 
Dine-in & Curbside-to-go

Table service for dine-in, no buffet line

St. Matthew’s Social Hall, 510 Hall Ave., St. Paul

Now Accepting 
Applications

PARAPROFESSIONAL - Work with students assisting classroom 
teachers, before/after-school child care OR supervise groups of 
students. Full and Part-time positions available. Starting base wage 
$19.63 per hour (DOQ). 

BUS DRIVERS - Safely transport students to and from school. 
Starting base wage up to $22.90 per hour (DOQ). Paid training and 
CDL certification.

NUTRITION SERVICES - Prepare and serve breakfast and lunch for 
students. Starting base wage $16.50 per hour. 

CUSTODIAN - Perform cleaning, event setup and clean up, and 
ensure safety of buildings. Full and part-time positions available. 
Full-time starting base wage $21.76 per hour. Part-time/seasonal 
base wage starting at $16.80 per hour (DOQ).

KIDS CLUB SUPERVISOR - Lead our Kids Club Program (school-age 
child care) in one of our elementary buildings. Supervise 
paraprofessional staff. Full-time, 12-month position. Starting base 
wage is $21.50 per hour (DOQ).

For more information and to apply:
sowashco.org/careers

EOE

Summer and School-year 
Positions Available

Now Accepting
Applications

School-year Positions 
Available

Paraprofessional - Work with students in a classroom 
assisting teachers, before/after-school child care OR 
supervise groups of students. Full-time or part-time. 
Starting base wage $21.50/hr. (DOQ).
Bus Drivers - Safely transport students to and from 
school. Paid training & CDL certification. Starting wage 
$27.00/hr. (DOQ).
Nutrition Services - Prepare and serve breakfast and 
lunch for students. Starting base wage $21.25/hr. 
Custodian - Perform cleaning, event set-up/clean-
up, and ensure safety of buildings. Full-time starting 
base wage $23.31/hr. Part-time and seasonal starting 
base wage $20/hr. (DOQ).
Kids Club Supervisor - Lead a school-age child care 
program in one of our elementary buildings and 
supervise paraprofessional staff. Full-time, 12-month. 
Starting base wage $21.93/hr. (DOQ). 

For more information and to apply: 
sowashco.org/careers 

EOE

¡Aplica hoy!
sowashco.org/careers

¡Inscríbase hoy!
sowashco.org/enroll

Volunteer 
In Your

Community
Lutheran Social Service of 
MN is seeks volunteers 
age 55 or over in your 
area to provide compan- 
ionship to older adults or 
mentor school-age 
children. Volunteers 
commit to regular weekly 
hours for a  tax-free 
stipend and mileage 
reimbursement. Contact 
us at 888.205.3770, or 
AmericorpsSeniors@ 
lssmn.org for more infor-
mation and to make an 
impact in your 
community.

LAWN SERVICE

Total Lawn Maintenance
Large or Small

Landscaping Projects
Office: 651-207-5396
Cell: 612-328-6893

Since 1984 / Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.kernlawnservice.com

LANDSCAPING

Employment Opportunities

LIC.
BOND.

INS.

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING

Call Ed. 651.224.3660
www.mppainting.com

Now booking
exterior jobs

Quality brickwork & tuck pointing 
of buildings, stone foundations 

and chimneys      
licensed, bonded, insured

ROGERS MASONRY
Since 1976

651-224-6985
www.rogers-masonry.com

Insurance

1560 Livingston Ave.
Suite 101, West St. Paul

Home, Auto, 
Business,

Financial Services
651-457-6348

STATE FARM
Stremski Agency

Insurance
STATE FARM

Stremski Agency
1560 Livingston Ave.

Suite 101, West St. Paul

Hogar
Automóvil 

Seguro de Vida 
651-457-6348
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Regina’s reign, she learns the 
hard way that you can’t cross 
a Queen Bee without getting 
stung. From $45.

St. Paul Chamber Or-
chestra concerts - Mo-
zart’s 40th Symphony with 
Dmitry Sinkovsky, 11 a.m., 
Friday, April 11. Jasmine 
Chi plays Mozart’s Second 
Flute Concerto, April 25-26. 
From $16 for both concerts.

Schubert Club concerts 
- Musicians on the Rise: 
Student Competition Win-
ners Recital, 1 p.m., Sunday, 
April 13. Witness the best of 
the local rising musical stars 
in piano, strings, voice, gui-
tar, brass and woodwinds. 
Free. Jess Gillam, saxo-
phone,  will perform April 
16-17. From $28.

The FAWK Hmong 
(+Friends) Super Show 
by Funny Asian Women 
Kollective, 7:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, April 19. An evening 
of live standup, storytelling, 
sketches, and short films that 
celebrate what living in the 
U.S. for 50 years can do to 
Southeast Asians – and one 
Korean. From $31.

Park Square 
Theatre

20 W. 7th Place
St. Paul

651-291-7005
parksquaretheatre.org
Kevin Kling and Victor 

Zupanc, 7 p.m., Saturday, 
Mar. 29. Heartfelt stories 
and songs to feed your soul 
and tickle your funny bone. 
From $20.

RiverCentre
175 W. Kellogg Blvd.

St. Paul
651- 265-4800
rivercentre.org

Donnie Smith Bike  
Show, Mar. 29-30. Includes 
a bike show with over 35 
classes and 20 custom bikes, 
vendors and entertainment.

Minnesota Roller Derby, 
6 p.m., Saturday, Mar. 29 
and April 26. From $22. 

People of Color Career 
Fair, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Tues-
day, April 15. A networking 
and hiring event. Free.

Science Museum
of Minnesota

120 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul

651-221-9444, smm.org
“Butterfly Odyssey” 

through September 1. An in-

teractive, maze-based exhibit 
that allows you to experience 
the fascinating behaviors and 
inspiring resilience of wild  
and farmed butterflies. The 
exhibit also examines how 
tropical butterfly farming 
can support the local com-
munity, impact the environ-
ment, and protect ecosys-
tems around the world. 

Virtual Reality Trans-
porter, through December 
2026. Use the VRT to hurtle 
through the cosmos at fan-
tastic speeds, scuba dive into 
prehistoric seas, and join the 
astronauts of Apollo 11 as 
they moonwalk for the first 
time. $9.95.

Museum Nights, 5-8 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. 
Explore museum galleries, 
check out special Science 
Live performances, enjoy 

food and drink, then catch 
an Omnitheater show. 

OmniFest continues  
through April 13. Includes:

“Extreme Weather” - An 
up-close look at some of 
the most astonishing and 
potentially deadly natural 
phenomena. Learn what 
causes turbulent tornadoes, 
receding glaciers and ram-
pant wildfires. 

“Cuba” - Journey to 
the heart of the Caribbean 
through the eyes of those 
exploring under the ocean’s 
surface and dancing in the 
streets of Havana.

“Fungi Web of Life” - 
The film unravels how plants 
and animals would not exist 
without mushrooms, molds, 
yeasts and toadstools. 

“Secrets of the Sea” - 
From the smallest krill to the 

largest whales, explore how 
ocean ecosystems depend on  
biodiversity and a surprising 
level of animal cooperation.

“Stellar Tours: A Star is 
Born,” Wednesday-Sunday. 
Follow the life cycle of a star 
through this live digital tele-
scope show. 

Tickets are $34.95 for 
adults and $24.95 for ages 
4-17 and include an Omni-
theatre show.

Xcel Center
199 W. Kellogg Blvd.

St. Paul
651-726-8240

xcelenergycenter.com
Papa Roach and Rise 

Against, 7 p.m., Sunday, 
April 13. From $51.

Comedian Tom Segura, 
7:30 p.m., Friday, April 18. 
From $51.

www.spnn.org

Create meaningful media by hiring our 
Production team or by using our resources 

Teach digital literacy skills as a part of our 
CTEP AmeriCorps program.             

Watch locally produced content on our 
channels 14,15,16, and 19.

Learn media making and storytelling 
skills with our Media Education team.                             

Low Prices on
Small Quantities 

• Aluminum
• Stainless Steel
• Hot-Roll
• Cold Roll
• Specialty Steel

Steel

dmsteel.com

For Projects & Repairs

We cut, drill  & 
ship anywhere!

One Book | One 
Minnesota

The Friends of the St. Paul 
Public Library is hosting One 
Book | One Minnesota, a 
statewide book club that in-
vites Minnesotans of all ages 
to read a common title and 
discuss it together virtually. 
The title is “Where We Come 
From” by Diane Wilson, Sun 
Yung Shin, Shannon Gib-
ney and John Coy. A virtual 
discussion with the authors 
is held at 10 a.m., Tuesday, 
April 29. The event is free, 
but registration is required. 
Visit thefriends.org. 

TPAC events
Unless noted, all activi-

ties take place at Thompson 
Park Activity Center, 1200 
Stassen Lane, West St. Paul. 
Events are for ages 55 and 
older. To register, call 651-
403-8300.

Pasque Flowers Bloom-
ing at Goat Prairie Rem-
nant in Bloomington, 10 

a.m.-noon, Monday, April 7. 
See Pasque flowers in bloom 
during a visit to the Goat 
Prairie Remnant in Bloom-
ington, 2201 W. 108th 
St. Registration required. $3.

Otterly Wonderful Ot-
ters, 10-11 a.m., Tuesday, 
April 22. Facts and stories 
about river and sea otter his-
tory, anatomy, adaptations, 
lifestyles, key role in Alaskan 
history, and essential role in 
keeping our oceans and riv-
ers healthy. Registration re-
quired. $9.

“Music From the World’s 
Greatest Generation,” 1-2 
p.m., Wednesday, April 
23. Iconic tunes from the 
Great Depression, WWII, 
big bands, and early coun-
try music, all enriched by 
engaging historical insights 
of the artists and eras that 
shaped them. $10. Dessert 
included. Register by April 
16.

Paint Like Bob Ross: 
Moonscape, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Thursday, April 24. Work on 

your latest pencil project. All 
levels welcome, from novice 
to skilled. Bring your own 
pencils and art equipment. 
Registration required. $50.

April Foolery: Nature 
Sense with Eloise Dietz, 
1-2:15 p.m., Tuesday, April 
29. Nature facts, fiction, 
trivia and attempts at stump-
ing the naturalist. Register 
by April 22. $10.

Nonfiction Book Club, 
1-2:30 p.m. the first Thurs-
day of the month. $10.

Bridge – Home Before 
Dark, 3-5:30 p.m. Mon-
days, April-October.  

State Capitol 
Portraits of Indigenous 

Authors and Artists, 
through June 30, at 3rd 
Floor Exhibit Gallery at the 
Minnesota State Capitol, 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Blvd. Now featured 
is a collection of fine art pho-
tography by John Ratzloff. 
This project started when 
Ratzloff was invited to pho-

tograph the life and natural 
beauty of White Earth Na-
tion. His photography hon-
ors the voices and legacies of 
Indigenous leaders, offering 
a unique visual narrative 
that celebrates their contri-
butions to art, culture and 
advocacy. Open weekdays 8 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Saturdays 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Free.

Union Depot 
The following events are 

held at Union Depot, 214 
4th St. E. For more informa-
tion, visit uniondepot.org/
event-calendar.

Station Sounds, 6-8 p.m., 
Thursday, April 24. 1881 
by Lake Elmo Inn presents 
a new musical artist/group 
every third Thursday of the 
month.

Red Cross blood drive, 
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Thursday, 
April 17.

Book discussion with 
author Nina Hamza on 
her latest book “Samira’s 
(Worst) Best Summer,” 6-8 

p.m.,  Wednesday, April 3. 
St. Paul Art Crawl, April 

25-27. Shop local artists 
at Union Depot including 
painters, photographers, 
mixed media artists, jewelry 
designers and apothecary 
creators. Come support lo-
cal makers and bring home 
a new piece of art. Hours are 
5-9 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m.-7 
p.m., Saturday; noon-6 
p.m., Sunday.

Free yoga classes are of-
fered 5:30-6:30 p.m. Mon-
days and Wednesdays, and 
9-10 a.m., Saturdays. 

Games galore, 10 a.m.-8 
p.m. each Wednesday. Gi-
ant-size games are available 
or bring your own. Free. All 
ages.

Public tour of Union De-
pot, 1-2 p.m., Wednesday, 
April 2 and 16. 

Gatsby at 100 
The Minnesota Historical 

Society will present a collec-
tion of items pertaining to  
 

“The Great Gatsby” and 
its author St. Paul native 
F. Scott Fitzgerald through 
May in the Gale Family Li-
brary at the Minnesota His-
tory Center, 345 W. Kel-
logg Blvd., St. Paul. Entry is 
free. The display is part of a 
series of programs this year 
marking the 100th anni-
versary of the classic novel’s 
publication. Set in the Jazz 
Age of the 1920s, the novel 
explores ideas about class 
and society, materialism 
and the American Dream. 
Other events include “The 
Great Gatsby” read in full 
by various special guests, 
1:30-7:30 p.m., Thursday, 
April 10 at The Minnesota 
History Center, and Books 
& Bars: “The Great Gatsby-
A Graphic Novel Adapta-
tion” by Katherine Wood-
man Maynard, 6:30-8 p.m., 
Tuesday, April 15 at Urban 
Growler, 2325 Endicott St., 
St. Paul.



Page 10 - St. Paul Voice - April 2025

Your community news and information sourceC ommunity

Postscript

Carrie Classon
CarrieClasson.com

Dawn Wambeke
President & CEO

Neighbors, Inc.

What Peter does
“What is the cat doing?” 

I asked my husband, Peter.
“He’s levitating,” Peter 

said. Or at least I thought 
that’s what he said. 

“The cat is levitating?” 
“Meditating!” 
“Oh.”
We have a lot of conversa-

tions like this and I suspect 
Peter and I are not alone. I 
was lying in bed later that 
evening, imagining our 
cat, Felix, floating over the 
nightstand, and the thing 
that struck me was that Peter 
would take it in stride. 

Peter and I will celebrate 
our 10th anniversary this 
week, which doesn’t seem 
possible for two reasons. 
First, because it cannot be 
possible that 10 years have 

passed since we got married, 
and second, because it can-
not be possible there was 
ever a time I was not mar-
ried to Peter. 

In the past 10 years, I have 
learned that if the cat were 
to suddenly start levitating, 
Peter would not fly off the 
handle. He would do some 

quick research and deter-
mine how frequent cat levi-
tation was and if there was 
cause for concern. Will the 
cat return to normal grav-
ity in time? Will we need to 
keep him on a harness? 

I’d still be watching Felix 
floating 3 feet off the night-
stand and Peter would al-
ready have a plan of action in 
place in case we should need 
to fetch the cat off the ceiling 
or retrieve him as he started 
to float out the window. My 
beloved would know what 
to do. This is what he does. 
It’s not the only reason I love 
him but it is one of the rea-
sons. 

“Learned helplessness” is 
when a patient forgets how 
to make her own coffee (or 
buy it, for that matter), and 
everything required for her 
meal shows up, like magic, 
in the cupboard. That would 
be me. Peter occasionally ex-
presses frustration if we run 

out of something, because he 
has a secret inventory system 
that I’m entirely oblivious to. 
If I start eating an inordinate 
amount of tuna or honey or 
potatoes, we will suddenly 
run low and Peter does not 
allow us to run low on any-
thing. 

Peter plans our travels and 
pays the bills. He knows 
how I’m feeling before I do, 
which is handy because then 
I can just ask him. 

“Why do I feel this way?” 
I’ll ask.

“You’ve felt this way be-
fore,” he’ll remind me. “It 
will pass.” And he’s always 
right. 

He does all these things 
because he cares for me. 
After 10 years I could eas-
ily take what he does for 
granted. 

But I don’t. 
Because we weren’t young 

when we married 10 years 
ago, and even then I knew 

that coffee does not appear 
by magic and the bathroom 
is not automatically filled 
with toilet paper. I knew that 
problems must be solved, 
that life would serve up an 
increasing number of prob-
lems as we aged, and that 
having someone beside me 
to help solve those problems 
was a precious gift. 

Peter often reminds me 
that we don’t know if we 
will be given another day 
together or another 30 years. 
“But either way,” he says, “it 
will be too short.” And he 
is right. 

But as long as we are 
together, I know he will 
be there to help figure out 
whatever comes our way. 
And so, no, I was not overly 
worried about the cat levi-
tating yesterday. It would 
certainly be unusual, but it 
would be nothing that Peter 
couldn’t handle. 

Till next time.

3 easy ways to support 
your community newspaper

St. Paul Voice • Downtown St. Paul Voice • South St. Paul Voice • La Voz Latina

Our publishing company exists to foster a sense of community through informative news articles, 
interesting and inspiring feature articles, and valuable advertising. We ask for your support in helping 
us achieve our mission. Here are three ways you can support your family-owned community newspaper.
1. Subscribe to our FREE e-editions for expanded coverage. When you request our FREE e-editions, you 
will receive one email a month with a link to our four different publications. We won’t contact you more 
than that, and your information will not be sold or shared with third parties. Request our e-editions at 
info@stpaulpublishing.com. This is an easy, no-cost way to show you care about community journalism.
2. Subscribe to our printed editions. Get every issue mailed to your home or business for just $30/year 
per publication. To subscribe, mail your check to St. Paul Publishing Co., 1643 S. Robert St., Suite 60B, 
West St. Paul, MN 55118, or call 651-457-1177 with your credit card number. Please be sure to 
include the full name and mailing address for delivery, as well as your phone number.
3. Make a voluntary contribution. Join the many loyal readers who have made a voluntary contribution 
of $10 to $100 or more to help us achieve our purpose. Thank you for your support!
St. Paul Publishing Company | www.stpaulpublishing.com | 651-457-1177

For more than half a cen-
tury, Neighbors, Inc. has 
served as a safety net in our 
community, ensuring access 
to the basic human rights 
of food, clothing and com-
munity connections. We 
have not done this alone 
but in partnership with the 
community. Neighbors was 
founded by a group of dedi-
cated volunteers and church-
es who recognized the need 
when thousands lost their 

jobs as the stockyards began 
to decline due to changing 
market forces and the de-
centralization of the meat-
packing industry. Since then, 
Neighbors’ mission has been 
brought to life by thousands 
of dedicated volunteers and 
through community sup-
port of financial gifts, do-
nated clothes and food. We 
are grateful that 50% of our 
funding is from community 
members, local businesses 

and the faith community.
Today, the community 

stands ready to build on 
this beautiful foundation 
and launch Neighbors’ next 
journey to ensure that all 
families have the oppor-
tunity for prosperity. I am 
excited to announce that 
Neighbors, Inc. was one 
of 28 organizations to be 
awarded the Transforma-
tive Career Pathways grant 
through the Minnesota De-
partment of Employment 
and Economic Develop-
ment. This $450,000 award 
will allow Neighbors to 
rapidly grow our Financial 
Empowerment Center and 
create even greater impact 
in our community. The Fi-
nancial Empowerment Cen-
ter will engage community 
members through integrated 
career training, employment 
and financial coaching. We 

will focus on family-sus-
taining wages in a variety of 
high-demand fields such as 
manufacturing and trades, 
healthcare, the public sec-
tor and IT. Career training 
will be offered at community 
colleges and other training 
partners and will be available 
to help people in their edu-
cational endeavors, whether 
that is earning a certification 
needed in their current ca-
reer or pursuing a new ca-
reer. 

Our dedicated team mem-
bers are focused on wholis-
tic support services to assist 
community members with 
transportation, technology, 
childcare and so much more. 
Financial education services 
will be offered long-term in-
cluding credit building, de-
creasing debt and increasing 
assets.

Our approach is informed 

through a social capital lens 
and leveraging the tremen-
dous strength of the com-
munity. We are thrilled to 
launch a volunteer division 
within our new Financial 
Empowerment Center. We 
welcome community mem-
bers and businesses to join 
us through mentoring as 
experts in their industry, 
resume reviews, mock in-
terviews, researching em-
ployment opportunities and 
financial education classes. 
If you or your company 
are interested in volunteer-
ing, contact Jesse Osvold at 
jesse@neighborsmn.org.  

I cannot overstate how 
exciting a time it is at 
Neighbors! We are here to 
disrupt poverty and help 
community members take 
steps toward building gen-
erational wealth. Ultimately,  
 

it is about changing the lives 
of individuals and families, 
which strengthens the bed-
rock of the communities we 
are so honored to serve.

You might be asking your-
self, “How can I help?” Con-
sider becoming a volunteer. 
No amount of time is too 
short or too long and our 
self-scheduling makes things 
a breeze. Other ways you can 
help include referring people 
to our array of services (we 
do not have a geographic 
boundary) or connect us to 
great businesses. In addition, 
we are seeking professional 
attire donations for our thrift 
store. As always, you can 
reach me directly at dawn@
neighborsmn.org, 651-272-
1135 or just stop on by.  

Stay connected with 
Neighbors’ latest updates at 
neighborsmn.org

Heritage student 
wins Optimist 
essay contest

Liam C., a 5th-grade 
student at Heritage E-
STEM Magnet School, 
won the 2024-2025 Op-
timist Essay Contest con-
ducted by the Optimist 
Club of West St. Paul. 
His essay on the theme 
of “How Optimism Has 
Paved My Road to Suc-
cess” earned him a gold 
medallion and a cash 
prize. In addition, his es-
say was sent to the district 
level to be judged against 
winning essays from other 
Optimist clubs in Min-
nesota, North and South 
Dakota and Manitoba, 
Canada. The winner of 
that contest will receive a 
$2,500 scholarship. Plac-
ing second was Amilia H., 
a 7th grader at Heritage 
E-STEM Magnet School. 
She received a silver me-
dallion and a Crumbl 
Cookie gift card.
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Local libraries 
named best in
Minnesota

Dakota  County’s 
10-branch library system, 
which includes Wentworth 
Library in West St. Paul and 
the newly opened Kaposia 
Library in South St. Paul, 
continues to receive ac-
colades and set records for 
visitor engagement. Recog-
nized as Minnesota’s best li-
brary system by Minnesota 
Star Tribune readers last year, 
Dakota County Libraries 
have also been honored with 
the county’s prestigious HE-
ROES Award. This recogni-
tion highlights the success 
of the innovative self-ser-
vice hours program, which 
has significantly extended 
access to library resources 
without increasing costs for 
taxpayers.

Pioneering innovation 
and accessibility - Residents 
of Dakota County have long 
appreciated our exceptional 
library system, and now the 
entire state is taking notice. 
Voted the best in Minnesota 
by Minnesota Star Tribune 
readers, Dakota County Li-
braries continue to lead in 
innovation, accessibility and 
community engagement. 
With 10 branches serving 
the county, these libraries are 
more than just places to bor-
row books. They are thriving 
centers for learning, connec-
tion and opportunity. From 
record-breaking numbers of 

visits to the introduction of 
pioneering self-service pro-
grams, Dakota County Li-
braries are evolving to meet 
the changing needs of the 
community while remaining 
committed to their mission: 
providing free, accessible and 
enriching resources for all.

Expanding access with 
self-service hours - One of 
the most groundbreaking 
developments in the library 
system is the introduction 
and expansion of self-service 
hours. Now available at all 
10 Dakota County branch-
es, this program allows 
registered users to access 
library spaces and materials 
daily from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m., 
including holidays. This ex-
tended availability benefits 
students, small businesses 
and families by providing 
greater flexibility in access-
ing library resources.

The program received the 
Dakota County’s HEROES 
Award, which recognizes 
outstanding collaborative 

efforts. Since its launch in 
2023, over 5,000 customers 
have signed up, collectively 
logging more than 42,000 
visits and 39,000 checkouts 
in 2024 alone. Community 
groups, scout troops and 
small businesses have taken 
advantage of extended meet-
ing space availability, while 
individuals use the addi-
tional hours to study, work 
remotely and access digital 
resources. Safety remains a 
top priority, with all loca-
tions equipped with secu-
rity cameras and strict ad-
herence to library policies. 
Registration is simple: watch 
a brief training video, agree 
to a waiver, and receive an 
access card. To learn more, 
visit www.dakotacounty.
us/library and search “self-
service.”

Wentworth Library: a 
new chapter for West St. 
Paul - Exciting changes 
are coming to Wentworth 
Library in West St. Paul. 
After 32 years, this beloved 
community resource is un-
dergoing a major renovation 
to modernize its spaces, en-
hance technology, and cre-
ate a more welcoming and 
functional environment. 
Key improvements include:

• Expanded meeting and 
study areas for collaboration 
and quiet work

• Dedicated spaces for 
children and teens, includ-

ing interactive play areas
• For those who still pre-

fer that old-fashioned library 
feel, a new quiet zone for 
reading and studying

• A calming room de-
signed for individuals with 
sensory sensitivities

• Improved accessibility, 
updated technology and 
energy-efficiency upgrades

During renovation, Wen-
tworth Library will close for 
several months starting in 
the spring. Library services 
will be available at a tempo-
rary location on the second 
floor of the Dakota County 
Northern Service Center, 
1 Mendota Road W., West 
St. Paul, where visitors can 
pick up holds, browse mate-
rials and use computers and 
printers.

Libraries: more than 
just books - Today’s librar-
ies serve as vital community 
centers, offering far more 
than books. Dakota County 
Libraries provide:

• Free Wi-Fi, computer 
workstations and digital re-

sources
• Classes on job skills, 

technology and language 
learning

• Makerspaces, podcasting 
studios and creative work-
shops

• Social and community 
events for all ages

• Study spaces, quiet zones 
and meeting rooms for busi-
nesses and organizations

The opening of Kaposia 
Library in early 2024 fur-
ther demonstrates Dakota 
County’s commitment to 
modern, innovative library 
services. Already a popular 
gathering place, Kaposia 
Library exemplifies the fu-
ture of libraries – dynamic, 
welcoming, and adaptable to 
the needs of all residents.

A bright future for Da-
kota County Libraries - 
With record-setting visits, 

forward-thinking programs 
and major renovations 
ahead, Dakota County Li-
braries continue to play a 
vital role in the community. 
Whether you’re stopping by 
to borrow a book, attend 
a career workshop or take 
advantage of self-service 
hours, these libraries are 
here to serve residents of 
all ages. For more informa-
tion on upcoming projects 
and services, visit www. 
dakotacounty.us/library. 

Joe Atkins represents Dis-
trict 2 on the Dakota County 
Board, which includes South 
St. Paul, West St. Paul, and 
Inver Grove Heights. He wel-
comes feedback. To share com-
ments, concerns or questions, 
contact him at Joe.Atkins@
co.dakota.mn.us or 651-438-
4430.

Call
651-248-7274

Vintage
Records, 

Turntables 
& Stereo 

Equipment

WANTED

1400 S. Robert St.
West St. Paul

augustana.com
651-457-3373

Holy Week Schedule
Maundy Thursday  |  April 17

Maundy Thursday recounts the last night Jesus had 
with his disciples before his crucifixion.
11:00 am Worship with Communion
7:00 pm Worship with Communion. Nursery offered. 

Good Friday  |  April 18
5:00 pm Family Worship
Families with children of all ages are invited to this 
multi-sensory walk through Holy Week. 
8:00 pm Tenebrae Service of Darkness
This service uses the Seven Last Words of Christ 
from the cross, followed by singing and instrumental 
music. This service is marked by a progressive dim-
ming of lights and extinguishing of candles. 
Nursery offered.

Easter Vigil  |  April 19  |  7:00 pm
Gather around fire, word, water, bread, and wine 
proclaiming through story and song that ours is a 
God who continuously brings life out of death. 
Nursery offered. 

Easter Sunday  |  April 20
8:30, 9:00, & 11:00 Traditional worship in the 
sanctuary with choirs, brass, Communion, and the 
Hallelujah Chorus.
11:00 am Contemporary worship in the Fellowship 
Hall with praise music and Communion.
Nursery offered at all services. 

Growing 
with You...

THANKS FOR SHOPPING LOCALLY! 
The growth of our businesses and 
our community depends on you.

Jerry’s Service Center
40+ Years of Quality Car Care!

459 S. Robert St., St. Paul
 651.222.2943 

• 
Back in Balance Chiropractic

1525 Livingston Ave., West St. Paul
www.backinbalancemn.com

651-455-5264
•

St. Paul Voice
Your community news and advertising source since 1966

1643 S. Robert St., West St. Paul
651.457.1177

Daily Mass 
Noon, Monday-Friday 
Stations of the Cross

5:30 pm each Friday through April 11
with soup supper to follow

HOLY WEEK:
Passion (Palm) Sunday: April 13

Sacred Triduum
Chanted and sung liturgies featuring the St. Mary's 
Schola Choir under the direction of Mr. Josh Wang

Holy Thursday Service, April 17
Mass of the Lord's Supper at 7 pm, 

adoration at Altar of Repose until 11 pm
Good Friday Service: April 18

Stations of the Cross at noon; Good Friday liturgy 
at 3 pm; Tenebrae service at 9 pm

 Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil: April 19, 8:30 pm
Easter Sunday Masses: April 20

Mass with organ & cantor 7:30 am; Mass with organ 
& St. Mary's Schola Choir 9:30 am

Weekend Masses: Sat. 4:30 pm, Sun. 7:30 & 9:30 am
Weekday Masses: Mon.-Fri. Noon 
Reconciliation: Mon.-Fri. 11:30 am, Sat. 3:30 pm, 
and by appointment. 
Ample parking & handicapped accessible.

Since 1865

267 Eighth St. E., Suite 100, St. Paul •  651-222-2619

THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

LENT & HOLY WEEK
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$1 EVERY DAY
50¢ EVERY TUESDAY

Low cost powerful vacs, too!

Rain Won't Clean 
your Vehicle...

Our self-serve wash will!

Two
Locations!

Locally
Owned!

1407 Robert St. S., West St. Paul
351 Robert St. S., St. Paul

536 Clay St., St. Paul

Let us know you’ll be there!
saintpaul.edu/OpenHouse

Open House

Join us for a fun-filled event 
with games, prizes, and more. 

Plus, you can apply to the 
college for FREE!

Thursday,
April 17, 2025
5:00 - 7:00pm

Saint Paul College’s Mission: Grounded in equity and inclusion, Saint Paul College educates and 
empowers students to lead purposeful lives and discover rewarding careers.

SCLA academic camps are taught by caring 
Christian instructors and top student helpers.

SCLA sports camps are taught by varsity coaches 
and top athletes in a safe, friendly atmosphere.

Register and pay online at StCroixLutheran.org/Camps

ACADEMIC CAMPS

SPORTS CAMPS

ACADEMIC  
& SPORTS
SUMMER  
CAMPS!

1200 Oakdale Avenue 
West St. Paul, MN 55118

Camp Grades Dates Time Cost Deadline

Art - Cartoon Characters 5–8 Jun 23–26 9:30–11:30 a $95 May 31

Cooking - Let’s Do Lunch 5-8 Jun 23-26 9:30–11:30 a $95 May 31

Chemistry 5–8 Jun 23-26 9:30–11:30 a $95 May 31

Engineering 5–8 Jun 23-26 12:00–2:00 p $95 May 31

Intro to Mandarin Chinese 5–8 Jun 23-26 12:00–2:00 p $95 May 31

Theatre 5–8 Jun 23-26 12:00–2:00 p $95 May 31

Beginner Band 4–7 Aug 4-7 1:00–3:00 p $95 May 31

Camp Grades Dates Time Cost Deadline

Girls Basketball 4–6 Jun 9–12 8:30 –11:30 a $95 May 31

Girls Basketball 7–9 Jun 9–12 8:30–12:00 p $95 May 31

Boys Basketball 4–6 Jun 16–19 8:30–11:30 a $95 May 31

Boys Basketball 7–9 Jun 16–19 12:30–3:30 p $95 May 31

Bowling (co-ed) 4–9 Jul 21–24 1:00–4:00 p $95 Jun 30

Girls Volleyball 6–9 Jul 21–24 9:00a –12:00 p $95 Jun 30

Wrestling (co-ed) 1–9 Jul 21–24 9:00a–12:00 p $95 Jun 30

Dance K-4 Jul 28-31 8:00–10:00 a $95 Jun 30

Dance 5-9 Jul 28-31 10:00a–12:00 p $95 Jun 30

Soccer (co-ed) 5–9 Aug 4-7 9:00a–12:00 p $95 Jun 30

Football K–4 Aug 4–7 8:00–9:30 a $95 Jun 30

Football 5–8 Aug 4–7 9:45–11:45 a $95 Jun 30

Register and pay online at  
StCroixLutheran.org/Camps

trains
& toys food &

drinks

find us@

cycles
& coffee

books &
gifts

UNIONDEPOT.ORG

SHOP. DINE. Discover.


